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PREFACE 



BY THE EDITOR. 



About twelve months ago it occurred to 
me to bring ont from the press of the 
Anglo-Chinese Collège an édition of the 
" Four Books and Five Kings," the Gos- 
pels, as they hâve been caUed, and Pen- 
tateuch of China, accompanied with a 
translation and notes, which might serve 
as a standard work to the foreign student 
of Chinese literature, and lay open to the 
gênerai reader the philosophy, religion, 
and morals of that singular people. 

In pursuance of that object I requested 
the translator of the following sheets to 
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VI PEEPACE. 

commence a version of the Shoo King, 
but he had not got through many sec- 
tions before it became plain that a work 
so obscure and elliptical demanded a 
greater mastery of the English language 
than he was possessed of. As a prelimi- 
nary exercise, therefore, I put " Ching 
Tïh's Rambles" into his hands, and finding, 
as the translation proceeded, that the 
work increased in interest, I resolved, 
as I could find leisure, to revise his ver- 
sion, as well for my own improvement in 
the Chinese language as in the hope that 
it would prove both acceptable and useful 
to the public. 

The story is founded as much upon 
facts as most historical novels of European 
production. The intrigues of the Eu- 
nuchs, their séduction of the young sove- 
reign, and the insurrection of the rebels, 
are ail in accordance with the current 
of Chinese history. The work, therefore, 
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will assist in conveying a more accurate 
idea of the Court of China, and the posi- 
tion of its Emperor, than it is possible to 
obtain from works of more pretension and 
of greater ment. The translation may 
be safely relied on as faithful; Chinese 
scholars may diflfer perhaps in their ren- 
dering of two or three of the stanzas 
prefixed to the several chapters, — as 
indeed the translater differed fpom him- 
self at différent times ; but Chinese poetry 
is confessedly obscure, and several teach- 
ers hâve been consulted in every case of 
doubt. 

It is hoped that the production will 
be received with suf&cient favour to en- 
courage the translater and others of lus 
countrymen to study effectively the En- 
glish language, in order to lay open to 
European nations the treasures which 
their own may contain, — an exercise 
which will eminently tend to disabuse 
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their minds from the préjudices of éduca- 
tion, and to give them that knowledge 
and imbue them with those sentiments 
which will qualify them to be usefiil to 
their eou.4»- 

James Legge. 



Anglo-Chinese Collège, Malacca, 
Jan. 16. 1843. 
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CHAPTER I. 

" How foolishly in schemes and plans, 

The life of man is spent ! 
When at the last a little earth 

Makes rîch and poor content. 
Let us seize the time of pleasure, 

Quickly as it Aies along ; 
When the wind of fortune blows, 

Gailj sail with mirth and song.* 



»» 



In the commencement of the great Ming 
dynasty, when Hung Woo occupied the 
throne, the barbarians were ail submissive, 
and the people enjoyed the blessings of 
repose. The line of succession continued 
regularly from him for several reigns, during 
which the empire remained secure, and the 
fate of the dynasty seemed to be perma- 
nent. 
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In process of time, the throne came to 
Hung Che, the third son of the emperor 
Hêén Tsung. He reigned for the space of 
eighteen years, the people being flourish- 
ing, resources of every kind abundant, and 
the whole empire révèrent to his authority. 
Hîs queen Chang brought him a son, named 
How Chaou, who was of the âge of fîfteen 
at the time our story commences. In the 
fîrst month of autumn that year, Hung Che 
fell sick, and got daily worse, notwith- 
standing the chief physician was called in 
and prescribed medicine several times. 
Fearing he should not recover, the Emperor 
ordered the Eunuchs of the inner palace to 
summon among others the foUowing great 
officers to the palace to receive his orders. 
First, Leang Choo, high chancellor of Kin 
Shin Hall. He was from Shun Tïh hêên 
of Kwang Chow foo, in Kwang Tung pro- 
vince ; and before entering upon office had 
been chief of the graduâtes of the third 
degree. Next, Yang Ting Ho, high chan- 
cellor of Looo Ying Hall. He was from 
Tsing Keang hêên, of Lin Keang foo, in 
Keang Se province ; and before entering on 
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office, had gained the second place among 
the Literati. Third, Low Kéén, high chan- 
cellor of Wan Hwa Hall. He was from 
Hwae Ning hêén, of Chin Chow foo, in Ho 
Nan province, and before entering on office 
had gained the highest literary place. Next 
to him, Seay Ts'een, high chancellor of 
Wan Yéén Hall. He was from Yang Keuk 
héén, of T^aeYuen foo, in Shan Se province, 
and before entering on office had reached 
the rank of Han Lin. 

Thèse and the other officers, on receiv- 
ing the message, repaired to the impérial 
couch, and having first performed their 
homage, inquired afterhismajesty's health. 
They then asked on what business he had 
called them to the palace. The Emperor 
replied, ** I hâve called y ou simply on 
account of my sickness, which has become 
exceedingly dangerous, and affected my 
vitals. The chief physician has often seen 
me and prescribed for me, but without suc- 
cess. On the contrary, the disease grows 
every day more grievous, so that I fear I 
must ère long die, when it will be impossible 
for me to meet you hère again. It is tnje 
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fnistrate the important charge which I 
commit to you this day. Thus shall the 
days after my death be as the years of my 
life/' 

When he ceased, the tears involuntarily 
ran down his royal garments, and ail the 
officers bowed their heads to the earth, and 
answered: " We hope our lordwill be careful 
of his royal person, and not give way to 
this anxiety. As to the care of your orphan 
son, with which you intrust us, it is our 
duty as servants to attend to it. We dare 
not but exert the strength both of our minds 
and bodies, if peradventure we may recom- 
pense the thousandth part of your kind- 
ness." 

On hearing thèse words the sorrow of 
the Emperor was instantly converted into 
joy, and, with a smiling countenance, he 
exclaimed : " Only let my nobles act in this 
way, and though I go to the yellow stream, 
I shall hâve no regrets I " He then ordered 
Leang Choo to write his will for him, and 
having properly arranged the business of his 
successor, and ail other public matters, he 

B 3 
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dismissed the oflBcers to their several places 
of abode. 

Next day he died at the early âge of 
thirty-six. Leang Choo and the other great 
ministers, on hearing that he had ascended 
to the clouds, with the quickness of fire 
conducted ail the officers to the palace» 
announced the event to the empress Change 
and then, holding up the wîU, surrounded 
How Chaou in a body, and raised him to 
the throne. He forthwith bestowed on the 
late Emperor the posthumous title of Haou 
Tsung, the révèrent emperor, and conferred 
on his mother Chang the rank of Empress- 
dowager. He changed the year also, en- 
titling it the first of Ching Tïh, and pro- 
claimed a gênerai pardon throughout the 
empire. 

The oflScers were ail promoted and re- 
warded, and instantly oflFered their con- 
gratulations and thanks. This done, they 
proceeded to the cérémonies for the dead, 
and put on mouming garments. The young 
Emperor, according to the régulations, gave 
himself to the study of the rites within the 
palace, having entrusted the management 
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of the court and the public business for the 
meantime to Leang Choo and the others. 
A notification of Hung Che's death, writ- 
ten in black, was issued to the whole em- 
pire, causing the voice of music ail within 
the four seas to cease. 

Quickly the flowing light went round, 
and three years, the period of mouming, 
were completed. Leang Choo and the other 
ministers imtnediately conducted ail the 
officers to the palace, and besought his 
majesty to visit the court and inspect the 
state of affairs. Their représentation was 
accepted ; but the Emperor continued that 
day to wear the mourning robes, and sacri- 
ficed to the former sovereign. 

Next day, about the middle of the fifth 
watch, he assumed the impérial robes, and 
proceeded to the Hall of Audience, to re- 
ceive the homage of the civil and military 
officers. After the cérémonies were over, 
he spread for them a feast in the court, to 
which they proceeded in ranks, having first 
expressed their thanks. The golden bottles 
were being joyfuUy inverted, when, after 
the wine had gone round several times, the 
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new monarch issued his silken sounds and 
said : "I feel grateful to the late Emperor 
for his care in entrusting to you, nobles, 
the charge of protecting my accession to 
the throne. It is my duty at once to take 
upon myself the administration, and to add 
my new sanction to the principles of the 
govemment. But my years are few, and I 
am afraid that there are a thousand intri- 
cacies in the public business which render it 
difficult to direct. If I shall commit errors, 
you, my nobles, must exert your strength, 
and with one heart yield me your assist- 
ance. You must show yourselves useful as 
oars or sait or prunes in correspondency 
with the titles which you bear of members 
and vitals. Thus shall it be seen that the 
praise of worthiness and faithfulness is not 
due only to the court of Yu." The officers 
replied with one voice : " The words of 
his late majesty are still in our ears. We 
dare not but exert ourselves to the utmost 
to recompense your kindness in conde- 
scending to us. We trust our Lord will 
vouchsafe to us his heavenly audience, and 
then in the matters which devolve upon us 
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we shall every one employ his weak sincerity 
to prépare them for your mfgesty's déci- 
sion/' The Emperor joyfuUy observed : 
"Let my nobles thus display their énergies, 
and it will comfort the soûl of his late 
majesty in heaven, as well'as increase the 
enjoyment of repose in the court, and 
throughout the kingdom. To proceed to 
business. There are Shan Se and the 
neighbouring districts, the most important 
parts of the empire. I hâve been informed 
that his late m^'esty was always anxious 
about them, and I now wish to send a good 
oflSicer thither to act as protector-general. 
Consult ye together as to what man is 
worthy of this office." 

Upon this Leang Choo, advancing from 
his rank, addressed his majesty, saying : 
" The présent vice-président of the board 
of war, Yang Yïh Ts'ing is from Kwang 
Yuen héên, of Paou Ning foo, in II Ch'uen 
province, and before he entered upon office 
gained the third place among the literatî. 
He is possessed of much knowledge, and is 
fruitful in schemes ; he is endowed too with 
consummate talents, just fit for this office. 

B 5 
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If my I»rd will employ him there wfll cer- 
Vninly he no trouble.** The Emperor was 
deiighted with hU speech, and said: ''The 
repreneniMion of my nobles îs qnite agrée- 
Me to my own views." He then called 
fmtf ** Noble Yang, receive your appoint- 
ment* I appoint you a member of the 
cimik>ratc% and to govem Shan Se and the 
adjacent districts* The military affidrs and 
the business of the taxes will ail derolve 
njHm you. To-morrow you may commence 
yrnir joumey. When you shall hâve re- 
tiimed to the capital on the expîry of your 
office, I will again promote and reward 
you/* Vang Yïh Ts'ing then left the feast, 
expressed his thanks, and afterwards re- 
tunu;d to his former place. Ching Tïh 
als^i called the eunuch Lew Kin to his pre- 
MtncVf and conferred on him the rank of 
gênerai of the army in the Shin Ke camp, 
and the chief command of the life guards, 
ijpon which the eunuch bowed his head 
to the earth and retumed thanks. 

This Ijiw Kin was originally of a mean 
family, of the surname of Yan, in Hing 
IMng héôn, of Se An foo, in Shen Se pro- 
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vince. In the time of Shing Hwa hîs 
parents sold hira to a eunuch Lew, who 
adopted him for his son, and whose name 
he thereafter bore. After the death of 
this Lew, Haou Tsing appointed Lew Kin 
to fill his place, and to wait upon ail the 
movements of the prince — not knowing 
that he was an intriguing, deceitful, and 
crafty villain, skilful in devising schemes of 
amusement and detecting the characters of 
men. Before the death of Hung Che, he 
was thus in constant attendance upon the 
prince, artfully ministering to his amuse- 
ment, singing, dancing, and laughing with 
him in the palace to make the days pass 
pleasantly. Whenever the prince con- 
sulted him about any thing which was oc- 
casioning him perplexity, he was sure to 
suit his reply to the young man's wishes, 
and thus entirely captivated his aflPections. 
How Chaou after his accession to the 
throne, and while he was keeping within 
the palace according to the régulations, 
arrived at manhood, and his character be- 
came developed. He manifested himself 
to be of an indolent and loose disposition, 

B 6 
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pleased with nothing but wine and women. 
Seeing that it would be impossible for him 
during the time of mouming to establish 
an empress, he completely lost his spirits. 
Lew Kin being in attendance v?as ever on 
the watch to discover the cause of his 
sorrow, and the Emperor also intimated to 
him his feelings. Upon this the eunucb 
ordered one Yung Shing and some more of 
his partisans to sélect from among the peo- 
ple four beautiful and accomplished women, 
whom they were to instruct in varions im- 
proper arts, in the sport of variegated gar- 
ments, and in ail sorts of music. They were 
thcn to introduce them in a small carriage» 
under cover of night, into the palace, and 
conduct them to an apartment where the; 
Emperor might feast and enjoy^ himself^^ 
among them day and night. 

Nothirujj^' could exceed the joy of the 
young lîffearch. He instantly fornied the 
intention to promote Lew Kin, and accord-^ ■ 
ingly, as soon as he held a court, he con- < 
ferred on him the above honours. The offi- ^ 
cets were already slightly acquainted with ' 
the eunuch's deceiving the royal mind, and 







BAMBLES OF CHING TÏH. 13 

when they saw him advanced now to such 
important offices, they felt ail dissatisfied ; 
but as it was the first occasion on which 
the golden mouth hàd been opened, they 
felt it impossible to reraonstrate ; so they 
betook themselves again to the pearly wine, 
and pleasantly drank. 

In a little time they concluded the feast, 
and expressed their thanks to the Emperor, 
who returned to the palace, while they 
separated to their several dwellings — ail 
bût . Leang Choo. This statesman having 
observed his majesty at the feast confer 
those important posts of authority on Lew 
Kin, and not being able to prevent him, 
felt uncomfortable in mind. The object 
of his solicitude was not so much Lew Kin 
himself, \foT while he stood alone without 
many partisans, it would be easy to manage 
him,) but he had heard that he had be- 
come very intimate with the Lord Chin 
Haou, a member of the impérial family. 
This Haou was of a crafty, hypocritical, 
açd deceitful disposition, as was known, 
not only to the officers of the court, but 
also to the young monarch himself, for he 
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had booii toUl about him by his fàthen 
Observiiiir that Lew Kin was a favourite of 
tho Kinporor, he eontracted a friendship 
with hinu that he niijrht hâve him for a 
coiitiHlerate in the palace in future emer- 
genoies* Thus the two men, being of one 
nùnil aiul one intention, agreed together 
as glue with \*arnish* AU this was well 
known to 1-eang Choo* and now seeing the 
euuuch investeil with great authority, he 
was atraid that they would practise their 
craftinoss both withiu and without the 
court, and nourish some internai evil, 
which iHMUg furnisheil with amis and wings 
should one day burst upon the empire 
like a clap of thunden against which the 
ears cannot be shut* He was anxious by 
previous measures to guanl against such a 
calamity, and, therefore, during the feast 
cast the subject over and over in his mind. 
At last there occurreil to him a plan ; and, 
instead of retiring from the feast with the 
other oflBcers, he silently tumed his st^s 
after the Emperor, and foUowed him to the 
outer court of the Yang hèèn quarter of 
the palace. He then with a low voice said» 
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** I beseech my Lord to stay for a little : 
his old servant has a secret matter to re- 
present to him/* Ching Tïh turned his 
face, and seeing that it was Leang Choo, 
he said, ** Old and beloved noble, what îs 
the reason that you do not retum to your 
house, but corne again to the palace?'* 
** 1 beseech you,** said Choo, " to remove 
your attendants, and then I will speak 
plainly/* The Emperor accordingly hav- 
ing ordered them to retire, inquired what 
business he had to consult him about. 
The minister observed, " It is said that 
internai changes spring from the royal 
house, and external troubles from the bar- 
barians. I hâve carefuUy examined the 
conduct of the Lord Chin Haou, and, 
though he assumes the appearance of hu- 
mility and respect, his real disposition is 
crafty and dangerous. He may not hâve 
the ambition of Tsaou Ts'aou, but he cer- 
tainly foUows the conduct of Wong Mang. 
While the late Emperor was alive he took 
continuai précautions against him, and I 
am afraid that, should he réside long with- 
in the precincts of the court, he will pro- 
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bably rashly endeavour to carry into eflPect 
some of his improper views. This is the 
subject which I wish to bring to your 
notice, and I beseech you to think of it." 
"If you had not mentioned it," quickly 
replied his majesty, ** I had nearly forgot- 
ten it." Thus 

" When once recalled to think of cares forgot, 
We start and feel as waking from a dream." 
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" Wisdom not oft fréquents the royal heart, 
And sovereigns seldom act the sage's part ; 
Tet the true statesman thro' despite and death 
Will loyally expend his latest breath." 

The Emperor, having his own anxieties 
thus excited by the remarks of Leang 
Choo, eagerly înquired what plan he had 
thought of, which might be eligible in the 
circumstances, 

"So far as I can form an opinion," 
replied the minister, **the best plan is 
to invest him with some military autho- 
rity, and send him to protect some frontier 
territory, which seems to be important, 
but in reality is not so, This will prevent 
suspicions from arising in his mind, and 
afterwards you can appoint other trusty 
officers in his neighbourhood, who will keep 
him incheck. This is the way to drive a 
tiger from the hill/* The young monarch 
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felt delighted, and expressed his cordial 
approbation of the plan. He instantly 
passed a decree, appointing Chin Haou to 
be the commander of Oo Pïh, and raised 
his title to that of Ting Kwô Kung,* order- 
ing him the same day to set ont for his 
govemment. 

Part of the decree was expressed in the 
foUowing terms : ** This is an important 
and frontier district, which can be intrust- 
ed only to the care of an attached servant, 
and one who is a member of the royal 
family. I therefore commission my noble 
relative to proceed thither; hereafter I 
shall send other officers to share your toil. 
In the mean while you must be careful on 
entering upon the duties of your office. It 
is unnecessary for you to seek an interview 
with me before setting out. I hâve sent 
you some of my impérial wine as a parting 
gift, and hâve ordered ail the officers to 
accompany you beyond the five gâtes of the 
court. Respect this ; respect and honour !" 

It was then given to one of the eunuchs, 

* Kingdom-settler Duke. 
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the gentleman usher, to transmit to Chin 
Haou. 

Leang Choo in laying this matter 
before the Emperor, while, it is true, he 
wished to guard against the improper 
schemes and actions of the nobleman, had 
Lew Kin principally in view, intending 
in this way to eut off his wings ; but this 
secret anxiety his majesty of course could 
not know. The subject of the représenta- 
tion agreeing with his own views, he conse- 
quently adopted the ministères plan, The 
latter on his part, fuU of joy at his success, 
immediately took his leave, and retumed 
home, 

The gentleman usher, holding the im- 
périal decree with both his hands, pro- 
ceeded to the palace of Chin, ànd trans- 
mitted a message requesting him to come 
out and receive it. No sooner did my 
Lord hear this, than he was filled with 
terror, as if his soûl left his body. Igno- 
rant of the cause of the message, he had 
•no resource but to arrange the incense 
table, and come out to receive the decree. 
Having knelt to the earth and performed 
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the cérémonies of audience, he took it into 
his hands and read it, after which he began 
to feel at ease. 

'* The man who stedfastly pursues 
The path of honour brîght 
Is Dot afraid, though knocking loud 
Rouse him at dark midnight/* 

Chîn Kaou then inquired of the mes- 
senger who had recommended him to this 
office, but he replied that he did not know, 
and added, " Since y ou hâve received an im- 
périal order, my Lord, you had better com- 
mence your joumey without delay. I also 
am under orders from his majesty, which I 
am afraid will prevent me from taking the 
formai leave of you/' With thèse words 
he left him, and retumed to announce the 
exécution of his commission. 

The other then acquainted his family 
with the circumstance, and the same day 
made ready his baggage for the joumey ; 
and ail the officers, on hearing the news, 
proceeded to the long portico to bring him 
on his way. The rest of them separated 
from him with a bow, but Lew Kin took 
hold of his sleeve as if he could not let him 
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go, and accompanied him a little farther. 
The two men mutually charged each other, 
and formed a very close engagement for 
their mutual protection and assistance, that 
in case any changes should occur, they 
would act with united resources and with 
one heart. It was not till they had again 
and again revolved the matter that they 
could bear to part. 

Lew Kin, after his return to the palace, 
daily contrived by the help of seven men, 
who composed his party, schemes of amuse- 
ment with horses, buffaloes, hawks, and 
hounds, with dancing, mirth, and music to 
delight the Emperor. They succeeded in 
teaching dogs to speak, horses to tread on 
swinging ropes, buffaloes to answer to the 
call, and hawks to transmit messages. They 
certainly accomplished wonders in this Une, 
and not the young prince only was de- 
lighted with the exhibitions, but every one 
in the palace who saw them pronounced 
them to be surprising. The eunuch also 
caused several beautiful ladies to présent 
wine, and sing, and practise every sort of 
séduction before his majesty, so as entirely 
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to concentrate hîs affections upon them» in- 
somuch that he came to regard it unne- 
cessary to hold a court, or to attend to 
the public business. Even représentations, 
whîch were presented for his décision, he 
had neither inclination or leisure to look at. 
The officers observing that his majesty 
had not attended the court for several days, 
and that the représentations sent in to him 
had not been decided, reasoned over the 
matter tumultuously in the hall of audience. 
Some were afraid that it was owing to the 
Queen-dowager, who, on account of the 
Emperor*s youth, did not wish to send him 
every moming to the court ; others appre- 
hended that his majesty might be ill, and 
had no time to attend to their représenta- 
tions. At last they determined to proceed 
to the palace in a body, and inquire about 
his health ; but to their surprise on reach- 
ing the gâte they saw the impérial tablet 
hung over it, with the two words, ** No 
audience,** written on it with vermilion ; 
upon which, with doubting hearts and won- 
dering what business could be carrying on, 
they retraced their steps. 
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Leang Choo, however, with Seay Ts'een 
and the others who had received the dying 
charge of Hung Che, were continually 
anxious about the welfare of the kingdom, 
Seeing Lew Kin daily within the palace, 
they were afraid he would bring on some 
calamity, and were ever on the watch to 
guard against him ; and now that they 
were denied audience, they returned home, 
full of suspicion, but could corne to no de- 
finite conclusion. They therefore sent some 
individuals to listen attentively about the 
palace for news of his majesty. Thèse in 
a very short time brought them back word 
that the eunuch with his seven partisans 
was leading the Emperor astray by the ex- 
hibition of skilfuUy trained animais, with 
mirth, dancing, music, wine, and women. 
On hearing this they flew into a great rage, 
instantly assembled ail the oflScers, and 
drew up the foUowing remonstrance : 

** Your servants venture to observe that 
the monarch is the fountain of govemment. 
To him the people look up. If he be in- 
telligent, and his ministers faithful, the 
whole nation is happy ; but if he be negli- 
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gent and his ministers crafty, the repose of 
the kîngdom is destroyed. Thîs principle 
ought to induce in you the greatest care. 
Now beauty is able to confound the will, 
and dissipation ruins the spirits : wine, in- 
deed, is a heightener of joy, but it must 
be used with modération. We hâve heard 
lately that our lord is abandoned to curions 
amusements and sunk in the love of plea- 
sure, so that, not satisfied with the day, he 
prolongs his orgies through the night, — to 
the injury of his person, and the wasting of 
his health. We are not worthy to occupy 
our important offices, and we render our 
titles but empty désignations ; we are full 
of shame at not having heretofore assisted 
and corrected your majesty. But now that 
your decree has issued from the palace for- 
bidding us to see you, and that the varions 
documents transmitted for your décision 
hâve not been returned, your servants ima- 
gine that there must be some crafty indivi- 
duals within the precincts of the palace, 
who contrive by curions schemés of amuse- 
ment to detain your royal person among 
themselves ; and that this is the reason why 
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the tablet, denying audience has been sus- 
pended before the palace, and your throne 
has been so long empty in the court. We 
cannot boast of such abilities as E Yin or 
Chow King, but your majesty is fit to be 
compared with Yu, Tung, Wan, and Woo, 
and we beseech you to inflict the proper 
punishment on thèse individuals, to serve 
as a waming to the future. Thus shall the 
nation speedily enjoy such happiness as 
can come from bright stars and fortunate 
clouds, with strength like that of moun- 
tains, and security which springs from en- 
circling ri vers. If your majesty thinks our 
statement correct, then act in compliance 
with our views ; if you think it wrong, 
then publicly reprove us, and display the 
justice of your rewards and punishments, 
and your détermination to fulfil the dic- 
tâtes of your understanding ; but on no 
account detain this représentation unan- 
swered, as if beneath your notice. We be- 
lieve your majesty is acquainted with the 
dying charge of the late emperor ; we be- 
seech you to take compassion upon us, and 
not allow us to be faithless both to him and 
VOL. I. c 
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to you. It is in conséquence of this that 
we take upon us to profane your royal 
audience with our mean statements. We 
pray you to render us happy by accepting 
our représentations. While writing it our 
spirits are moving tumultuously, and our 
dread is extrême. Reverently presented.'* 

When the mémorial was finished, they 
gave it to the porter of the palace-gate, 
charging him to deliver it to the state-page, 
who should transmit it to his majesty. The 
page accordingly carried it into the palace, 
and presented it to the Emperor, whom it 
threw into great consternation and trouble. 
Lew Kin and the others being in attend- 
ance, and seeing him made thus uneasy by 
the perusal of the document, felt assured 
that it was a représentation in which the 
officers had united against them, and were 
much afraid. Putting on, however, an un- 
concerned look, they inquired what it was 
about, and why it occasioned his majesty 
so much sorrow. 

The Emperor then handed it to them, and 
having read it, they knelt down together, 
saying : *' Your slaves were thinking what 



RAMBLES OF CHING TÏH. 27 

could be the subject of it, and lo ! it was 
only this, that the officers want to involve 
your majesty in trouble, Why should you 
be annoyed by it ? As your majesty has 
not attended the hall of audience for several 
days, and the varions représentations hâve 
not been decided, they are afraid that bu- 
siness will accumulate until it will be diffi- 
cult to manage, when your majesty may 
order them one day to undertake it, and 
they will find themselves involved in diffi- 
culties. On this account they make use 
of thèse upright words, and put on the ap- 
pearance of faithful ministers, saying they 
are afraid you are neglecting the govern- 
ment, while in reality they are prompted 
by their own selfishness." Ching Tïh ob- 
served, that this was just the cause of his 
anxiety. If they were afraid of trouble, 
why should not he be so, " Besides," said 
he, " my nature is indolent and retiring, 
and I am fond of pleasure ; if they will 
cause me every day to hold a court, and to 
décide myself ail the représentations of the 
empire, then certainly, as you observe, 
they wish to involve me in trouble, Why ! 

c 2 
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among the ancient, worthy, and divine 
princes, the brightest exhibition of perfect 
govemment was afForded by Yaou, Shun, 
Yu, Tung, Wan, and Woo, yet thèse ail 
entrusted the management of the varions 
business of the empire to their ministers ! 
It never was heard of that ail should be 
devolved on the prince, so as to leave him 
no time to eat, while the ministers can 
take their meals in comfort. By this 1 see 
that thèse officers are no better than dead 
bodies or images. ^Vhat good plan can 
you suggest to answer their manifesto?" 
The eunuchs upon this took the opportu- 
nity to reply, " that it was an old saying, 
* that ministers who received the prince*s 
pay should share the prince's cares/ This,** 
they went on to observe, "is the simple 
duty of servants. But now thèse officers 
hâve no idea of reproving themselves, but 
turn round and reprove your majesty, who 
ought to be free from such rash rempn- 
strances, seeing that you are the honour- 
able lord of the empire. They thus display 
the height of unfaithfulness and disrespect, 
and are not fît to occupy the important ' 
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place of mînisters. It is not worth while, 
however, to reprove them : your slaves 
hâve a plan hère which will at once relieve 
your màjesty's anxiety, and put them to 
shame ; but we do not know whether you 
will allow us to lay it before you or not/' 

The Emperor said there could be no ob- 
jections to hear thîs excellent plan. Lew 
Kin observed, ** ail of us eight men, your 
slaves, hâve long desired to show our fide- 
lity to your majesty, and our gratitude to 
the kingdôm, by sharing your toils : but 
without your gracions permission we dare 
not présume to undertake the duties. Our 
abilities are but ordinary, yet if you do not 
despise us, appoint us to the oversight of 
the cérémonies, to the government of ail the 
military camps, and to the management of 
the manifestos from ail parts of the empire. 
Thus your slaves, judging and deciding for 
your majesty, will be able at once to save 
you from trouble, and to free the ministers 
from anxiety. When you go to the court 
to-morrow at the fifth watch, wait until we 
shall hâve decided ail their représentations, 
and then tell them that you hâve appointed 

c 3 
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3ii; vetuegjss. imi -it ià«? TirJncf laaziîtestos 
,^r * Je iingùïTm ; iml tôsic rrum hcncetoith 

j;3jsicuîi les: y^or ^mjescy âsiKzId negiect 
tie ^^▼ernaKuc Tins. I jp^re&md, wîll 
pcL^ sàiemt T.^ ?àîune ?ir giîtfrn hv- ûaeir own 

Tbe Esrpen^c vus plei^çeiL uai cxpiessed 
tii ipproôiicîott cf :à:e ?ùm. He ronse- 
qixeacly j;ppcîj2ceà tàeni lo xroe»I to thèse 
caEce> ti>r jl îinxe* :ttt<rTTg> toac wlien he 
tbund ;tn v>dtctf r or joilicrr bae vQoId devolTe 
rh^eoi upoû Ètim^ '' In ill uhfnars^'* sud he, 
'• be Cîir^rat*'*' VpccL tîii tîte eonachs 
bowed their h^?îkk cv? îbe earri* inJ received 
tîte âLi^>mciQetic« tldl ot jot st the suecess 
of their plaou Ttey mnaetisitelT replied 
to tîte remottstrance et the otftcers in the 
foUowinç ternots : ** I ciMBtpÏT whh your 
requestSy and to-mom>w moming wiil hold 
a court. For the présent I hare intnisted 
the care of the administration and ail public 
documents to the Lord Lew^ so that here- 
afïer you need not be airaid lest the go- 
vemment should be neglected.** 

The oflSeers, on receiving: this leply. 
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were much frightened ; they lost their 
colour, stamped their feet, and said, " With 
the view of cutting oflF this thief, we pre- 
sented our reinonstrance. Who could think 
that his majesty îs so darkened as to cherish 
him the more? We shall soon see the 
dangers that impend over the empire. If 
our lord corne to the court to-morrow we 
must again bîtterly remonstrate with him." 
Having settled their method of procédure 
they separated for the night, and assembled 
next day in the hall of audience. 

About the middle of the fifth watch his 
majesty made his appearance, upon which 
they divided themselves into civil and mili- 
tary classes, and performed their homage. 
This ceremony over, the Eraperor addressed 
them. " For some days," said he, " I hâve 
not been able to attend to the govemment 
in conséquence of varions engagements, 
but now I am hère. What hâve you to 
say before me ? " 

Lew Keen and Seay Ts'een immediately 
advanced from the ranks, and, holding their 
insignia of office in their hands, said to him, 
" We hâve heard that our lord, in cpmpany 
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with those favourites, Lew Kîn and his 
companîons, spends his tiine wîthin the 
palace contending with them in the music 
of Tsin and the songs of Cheaou, laughing 
and dancing; and, moreover, that birds 
and beasts are confessedly exhîbited before 
him, darkening and dissipating his sacred 
mind. Thèse things are the crimes of 
the eunuchs. We were in hopes that our 
lord would hâve had a care of his royal 
person, and punished them according to 
the laws, but, on the contrary, he reposes 
more confidence in them. We earnestly 
hope our lord will reflect carefully upon 
the subject." 

The emperor blushed on lîstening to 
their reproof, and felt ashamed; but the 
eunuchs being by his side immediately 
suggested to him that Seay Ts'een and his 
friends, by blaming their sovereign openly 
on account of such smàll matters, did 
infinité harm to the administration, and 
showed much unfaithfulness ; and the Em- 
peror, assuming an indignant look, moved 
his sleeves, and broke up the audience. 

That day ail the officers looked each 
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other in the face with significant glances. 
It was plain that their prince was devoted 
to the slandering eunuchs, and that it was 
difficult to remonstrate bitterly with hini ; 
so with sorrowful hearts they left the court, 
and retired to their several résidences. 

" When princes hear not faithful words, 
Their kingdoms fall bj faithlesB swords." 
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when he met with a statesman of abilîty he 
would take other measures. " If the royal 
heart," said he, " once undergo a change, it 
will be difficult to préserve this office ; and 
I fear also that we shall not escape the in- 
juries of other men. We must devise, 
therefore, a deep scheme to get some merit, 
which may afford his majesty a subject with 
which to repress the language of the officers. 
This accomplished, we may rest free from 
the appréhension of danger, and will receive 
the office for good. If the Emperor repose 
full confidence in us, we may take advantage 
of the opportunity to accomplish something 
more. But if we cannot devise some such 
scheme, our présent merit will prove but as 
the dew on the grass, which no sooner feels 
the beams of the sun than it disappears 
without a trace.*' 

When he had finished, they ail held down 
their heads in thought. Suddenly one of 
them, Kûh Tae Yung, exclaimed that he 
had got a plan, but knew not whether it 
could be employed or not. They ail inquired 
what it was, when he explained it in the 
foUowing tenus : "If you would carry into 
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effect the desires of your hearts, you must 
not shrînk from a scheme of murder. To- 
morrow I will privately leave the palace, 
and proceed in a haste to some desolate and 
retired village. There, by the expenditure 
of some money, I can impose upon a stupid 
rustic, and engage him to return with me. 
He shall assume the dress of one of us, and 
remain concealed in a deep and retired 
apartment of the palace, where we can treat 
him exceedingly well. Beîng a low and 
ignorant fellow it will be easy to cozen him 
over, and persuade him to personate an 
assassin, and grasping a sword rush out to 
pierce the emperor. We, in the mean while, 
will advance forward, and, by a stratagem, 
eut ofF his head to extinguish ail proof 
against us. Thus we shall acquire the meçit 
of saving his majesty's life, and need not 
trouble ourselvesaboutnot getting this office 
for good, or not accomplishing other great 
things." 

No sooner had they heard the plan, than 
one and ail clapped their hands, exclaim- 
ing, * * Wonderful ! Nothing could be better î 
Nothing could be better I " Lew Kin for hîs 
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part took out three hundred taels of silver, 
and gave them to Yung, charging him in- 
stantly to set about the afFair, and not to 
delay or doubt, for should it get abroad, it 
would occasion them trouble. Yung received 
the money, and the sanie day left the palace 
and proceeded directly to the rustic ham- 
lets in the hilly districts. 

He inquired about for several days with- 
out meeting with a suitable person ; but 
suddenly one day he came to a hîU farm, 
where he saw an old woman weeping bit- 
terly before the door. Having stopped his 
horse, he advanced forward, and inquired 
what was the matter. The woman dried her 
eyes, and looked at him, when, observing 
his officer's dress, she replied, " My sur- 
name is Chang. Last year I was unfbr- 
tunately deprived, by death, of my husband 
Ching Yùh Teen, and left with two chil- 
dren. Ching Ying, the eldest, who is in 
his twenty-eighth year, is engaged out as 
a coojy ; but his brother Ching Paou, who 
is only twenty, pays no regard to my advice, 
but keeps company with a set of wicked and 
idle young men, who hâve no proper way 
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of gainîng a livelihood, and abandon them- 
selves to gambling and lewdness. In spite 
of my repeated admonitions, he bas per- 
sisted in this course, till, as I was informed, 
he bas been seized tbis momîng by a magis- 
trate's officer. I ara not, indeed, foolisbly 
fond of him, but, being now upwards of 
seventy years, I do not wish to see my son 
die in the publie market-place. This is the 
cause of my weeping. Seeing that your 
honour vouchsafes me your compassion, I 
bave truthfully related every particular, and 
pray that you wîU exert your kindness to 
deliver my worthless son. Let me but once 
see him again, and I could instantly close 
my eyes in peace." 

On hearing this statement, which seemed 
to afPord him the means of accomplishing 
bis object, the eunuch determined to spend 
some money, and deliver her son to serve 
bis own purpose. Accordingly he said to 
her, " My good lady, your grief exceed- 
ingly moves my compassion. I feel in- 
clined to go to some expense to deliver 
your son, but do not know your senti- 
ments/* 
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At this she eagerly replied, " Only let 
your honour do this great act of kindness, 
and both mother and son shall ever feel 
bound to do our utmost to express our 
gratitude/' She then suddenly knelt on 
the earth, but Yung hastily raised her up, 
saying that such a small matter need not 
affect her in that way. 

He then took his leave of her, and pro- 
céeded to the city, where he engaged a 
friend to purchase the libération of Ching 
Paou, and then retumed with the young 
man to his mother. The old woman was 
very glad, and both she and her son knelt 
down andknoeked their headson the ground 
in token of their gratitude. Yung observed 
to her, " Your son is young and vigorous, 
just at the time of life when he ought to be 
employed ; why do y ou not engage him to 
learn some trade that he may make his way 
injife, instead of detaining him hère, to do 
such improper things, and keep yourself in 
continuai fear ? " Why,'* replied she, 
" this is what I most earnestly désire, but 
as there is no man to put him forward, it 
is of no use talking about it/' 
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" Seeîng,'* saîd the eunuch, " that you 
are m advanced in years, and with only 
the»c two sons, and that you do not wish to 
keep them at home in idleness and dissipa- 
tion, and moreover that this young man's 
appearance îs not common, I ara wîUing to 
take him with me, in hopes that hereafter 
he may hâve an opportunity to advance 
himself. But I do not know whether you 
arc willing that he should accompany me 
or not. 

** Let not your honour say so," replied 
the old woman. ** Since my son has been 
so fortunate as to obtain his deliveranee 
through your kindness, you are as it were 
a second parent to me and my boy ; and as 
you hâve this excellent intention of further 
assisting him, why should I not readily 
comply ? But in my excitement I hâve 
forgotten to ask your honour*s name and 
surname, your dwelling place, and yqur 
office. 

** My surname," returned the eunuch 
falsely, ** is Chaou, and my name Kwân. 
My family belongs to the capital, and I 
am an officer in attendance on one of the 
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princes. Being out on some business, I 
happened to pass by this way, when seeing 
you weeping so bitterly, I was impelled to 
inquire the reason. On hearing your true 
and particular account, my compassion was 
raoved to rescue your son. And now, when 
I see his lofty appearance, I feel a désire to 
take him with me, and put him in the way 
of making his fortune. As you second my 
views, I beg to présent you with a hundred 
taels of silver, to provide your daily neces- 
saries. As to clothes, a cap, baggage, and 
such matters for the young man, ail thèse 
I will provide without troubling you to 
concem yourself. Should fortune smile 
upon him I shall order him to return and 
bring you word.'* 

With thèse words he took a hundred 
taels from his side, and gave them to the 
old woman; he also gave thirty taels to 
Ching Paou to enable him to meet any ex- 
penses which might occur. Nothing could 
exceed the joy of the mother and her son 
at this : they retumed the silver, however, 
saying, that after receiving so much kind- 
ness from his honour they could not also 
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take money. But Yung instantly besought 
them to accept it, observing that there was 
nothing in such a small matter to talk 
about. Thus constrained they received 
the money with thanks, and entered the 
house to put it by, at the same time re- 
spectfully requesting Yung to enter the 
hall and take some tea. 

Ching Paou, being ordered by his mother 
to get ready for travelling, went within to 
make up a bundle of clothes. This done, 
he came out to the hall, burned incense, 
and made a report to his ancestors. He 
then took a respeetful leave of his mother, 
adding, ** When my brother comes home 
you can tell him that he need not inquire 
after me. As soon as any thing fortunate 
occurs, I shall send some one with a letter 
to let you know. I hope, mother, you 
will spend your days free from trouble and 
anxiety about me." 

AU this his mother promised : having 
got the money she was glad, and put on 
no sorrowful countenance at parting, but 
merely gave him some advice to be careful 
of his person and particular about his con- 
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duct, in order to comfort her heart. She 
then accompanied him out of the house, 
and having again bowed her head to the 
earth in acknowledgment of Tae Yung's 
favour, and observed that she hoped Ching 
Paou*s conduct would recompense him, she 
retraced her steps. 

The young man joyfully accompanied 
Tae Yung directly to the city. They 
went fîrst to an inn, whére Yung purchased 
clothes and a hat for him, the pattern of 
those wom by the eunuchs. They then 
entered together, under cover of the dark, 
into the palace, where the eunuch deposi- 
ted Ching Paou in a retired apartment, 
and went and reported his success to Lew 
Kin. His leader ordered him to be care- 
ful, and promised when he had accom- 
plished his purpose that^ he would reward 
him very largely. From this time the 
eight associâtes occupied themselves in 
ascertaining the varions places^ where the 
young monarch amused himself. One day 
Lew Kin heard that a foreign kingdom 
had presented several wonderful animais, 
which the Emperor had desired to be put 
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in the impérial garden, intimating his in- 
tention to go and see them in the course of 
a few days. He înstantly communicated 
the intelligence to Yung, and told- him to 
set about his business. The latter accord- 
ingly went straight to Ching Paou*s apart- 
lïient, having put on a very pleasant look. 
Observîng this, the young man inquired 
what made his honoured patron look so 
joyful. " It must be," said he, " that you 
hâve some good intentions towards me.** 

" Having brought you hère," replied the 
eunuch, **and now for several days not 
found any v^ray to enable you to show your 
merit, and make your fortune, I felt a 
little ashamed. To-day, however, I hâve 
thought of a very profitable scheme, but 
do not know v^rhether you are willing to 
take the trouble of it for me. I am afraid 
you may deny my request ; and should the 
matter once get out, the evil conséquences 
will not be small. It vy^as on this account 
that I laughed gently, keeping my secret, 
and not venturing to speak out directly." 
** I am indebted,** replied Ching Paou, 
"to your honour*s kindness for my life. 
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and for many kind offices. I hâve no 
pearls to ofFer you in récompense, but 
should you issue your order for me to go 
into boiling water, or to tread upon fire, 
I should not décline. And how should I 
dare to make known the business of my 
noble patron? — if you do not believe mé>' 
let me make an oath to heaven." 

With thèse words he descended the 
steps of the hall, and, pointing to heaven, 
swore, saying, "I Ching Paou hâve re- 
ceived the largest favours from Lord 
Chaou, and hâve not yet found an oppor- 
tunity to recompense him : to-day he has 
some business to communicate to me ; 
should I disclose it, may heaven slay and 
earth exterminate me, and may I ever 
dwell in helll Can you not now trust 
me ? " said he to his patron when he had 
finished. 

"My worthy brother," replied Yung, 
"you are complète both in righteousness 
and valour." 

He then took him by the hand and went 
up with him to the hall. Then putting 
his mouth close to Paou's ear, he said. 
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" I must acquaint y ou with some things of 
which you are ignorant. His majesty having 
promoted the great Lord Lew to high power 
has been bitterly remonstrated with by the 
nobles in a joint représentation. Lew is 
consequently afraid that the emperor's views 
should be changed, and wishes to secure 
himself in his office. In order to do this 
he has contrived a very good plan, but one 
which requires the assistance of a valiant 
worthy to carry it into effect. Seing 
anxious that you should display your merit, 
and establish your fortune, I mentioned 
your valour to my lord, and introduced you 
to him. He was much pleased with you, 
and expressly ordered me to retum and 
request you to dress yourself as an assassin, 
and conceal a sharp sword about you. This 
night at the fifth watch he will send me to 
conduct you to the impérial gardens, where 
you can lie hid in a thicket of bamboos. 
To-morrow, when his majesty shall hâve 
reached that spot, you must rush forth, and 
advance as if to stab him. We being in 
attendance without the company of any 
officer of ability will seem to run for- 
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ward and fight with you. You can prétend 
to be worsted, and run oflp in the direction 
of the east. There we shall take care^tha* 
there is some place where we can call you 
to hide ; and after that we shall go back 
and report that you hâve escaped. When 
the prince has returned to the palace, I 
shall corne and conduct you out. Thus we 
shall hâve the merit of saving his majesty's 
life, and you will obtain great advance- 
ment and rewards from my Lord Kin, Is 
not this a plan to kill two birds with one 
stone ? '* 

Ching Paou clapped his hands, and cried, 
laughing, "I was asking a little ago what 
business it was, and lo! it is only this trifling 
afFair, and, moreover, very advantageous to 
myself. Howcould I think of not complying 
with your request ? If my honoured patron 
will only come to-nîght at the fîfth watch and 
conduct me to the place, ail will be well ! ** 
The joy of Tae Yung at this speech was 
excessive. He instantly took his leave of 
the young man, and went to acquaint his 
associâtes with his success. They also were 
delighted, and the other went on to détail 
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to them his plan. " To-morrow," said he, 
"when Ching Paou prétends to be worsted, 
and we are pursuîng after hîm, we can take 
advantage of his being off his guard to eut 
off* his head, and thiis prevent his gîving 
future évidence. Let us then take the 
head and présent it to his majesty in token 
of our merit.'' They ail nodded assent, 
and separated after remaining a little to 
scttle every thing. 

That night at the fifth watch Yung took 
Ching Paou and dressed him suitably. He 
also told him to take with him some dried 
provisions, and a sharp knife, and then eon- 
ducted him to a thicket of bamboos behind 
a large stone in the gardens. There he left 
him and retumed himself to the palace, 
and waited till his majesty had entered his 
chariot, when he attended him along with 
the rest. 

At this time the Emperor and Ching Paou 
were like men in a dream — ignorant of the 
designs of the crafty eunuchs. 

Just as they passed, the Emperor gave 
orders to guard his chariot to the impérial 
gardens. On reaching them, as they v^ere 
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within the precincts of the palace, he merely 
ordered Lew Kin, with his seven associâtes 
and a few of the life-guards, to attend hîm, 
and proceeded forward. The prospect "of 
the gardens was indeed delightful. The 
finest flowers every where looking as if they 
were welcoming the impérial équipage, 
radiant with smiles; the birds and beasts 
in the surrounding cages calling to each 
other as if receiving his majesty; innumer- 
able multitudes of strange rocks and won- 
derful mounds ; an endless prospect of 
green firs and verdant bamboos ; the faith- 
ful ducks in pairs, flying and quacking, and 
clasping each other's necks in the crystal 
pools ; troops of deer running and chasing 
each other through the park. His majesty 
looked at the varions objects in silence, but 
with pleasure, and then ordered his attend- 
ants to conduct him to the animais which 
had lately been presented. No sooner had 
they approached a thicket of bamboos 
than out rushed a man with a red napkin 
about his head, a pheasant's feather in his 
cap, and in his hand a sharp sword. With 

YOL. !• D 
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. hasty steps he adranced with the sword, as 
îf to pîerce the Eini)eror, who was so ter- 
rified that hîs soûl fled away beyond the 
heavens, and his spirit to the nine régions 
of clouds. Crying with a loud voîce to hîs 
attendants to save him, he ran hastily back. 
In the mean time Lew Kin and the others 
drew theîr swords, and interposing their 
persons before the life-guards, pretended to 
advance and fight with the assassin. After 
exchanging a few blows with him, Lew \ 
Kin, afraid that the life guards would come 
up and snatch the merit from him, made a 
sign with his eyes to Ching Paou to nin oflP. 
The latter aceordingly pretended to be 
worsted, and ran oflF in the direction of the 
east, followed by the eunuchs. When he 
had ' got to a considérable distance, he 
tumed his head, and seeing none of the 
soldiers, he stopped till the others caine up 
and inquired where he should hide. Lew 
Kin, pointing below a gallery, said, "Hère, 
in thîs old well.** Ching Paou, ignorant of 
his design, held down his head to look in. 

^ At this moment the other took adyaiitage 
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of his position, and suddenly eut off his 
liead. 

By this time the life-guards had come 
up, but Lew took the head, and proceeded 
with his companions to the impérial car- 
riage, His majesty's joy was extrême, 
" Yours/* said he, " is the merit of saving 
my life. I will retum and promote you : 
only it is a pity you did not take the 
villain alive, that we might hâve inquired 
about his employers." 

" He was' so fierce," replied the other, 
^^ that I eould not take him alive, and to 
prevent his escaping I eut hîm down/* 

The Emperor observing that, as the vil- 
lain was dead, they need not inquire into 
the matter any further, ordered them to 
attend him to the palace, and there re- 
ported the occurrence to his mother, who 
comnianded him to be careful for the 
future, and not to go out without good 
reason, and never without some great offi- 
cer in attendance. The young monarch 
received her orders and left, but she called 
Lew Kin to her, and presented him with a 
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CHAR IV. 

** As when a sudden change cornes o'er thé spirit of our 

dream. 
And dark^nîng clouds and stormy wmds dîspel the 

noon-tide beam, 
Or music harsh at midnight hour assails the sleepîng 

ear, 
So feel the faîthful mmisters, and drop the bitter tear, 
Thelr loyal words can*t penetrate the palace halls su 

deep, 
Yet bolder there the eunuch dogs theîr hateful revels 

keep." 

• 

After his retum from the impérial gardens 
the Emperor manifested a still grèater love 
for Lew Kin and his associâtes, thinking 
himself indebted to them for his life. Ac- 
cordingly as soon as he appeared in court 
next day, he called Lew Kin to his pré- 
sence, and promoted him to the superin- 
tendence of ail cérémonies within the palace, 
the supervision of ail raemorials from the 
différent parts of the empire, and the com- 
mand of the impérial guards, and confîrmed 
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him at the same time in the other offices 
which hâve been already mentioned. The 
officers having remonstrated with hîs ma- 
jesty on account of hîs temporary appoint* 
ment of Lew Kin to those offices, though 
they had as yet received no reply, were in 
hopes that he would become con3cious of 
hîs errors and dismiss the crafty eunueh. 
When they saw the Emperor, however, this 
day, as soon as he reached the court, wîth- 
out making a single inquiry into any other 
business, immediately confirm the appoint- 
ment, they advanced in great displeasure 
and addressed him : 

" The government of the camps,'' said 
they, " and the superintendence of ail re- 
présentations, as well those from foreign 
kingdoms as from varions parts of the em- 
pire, involving the promotion and the 
cashîering of the magistrales, are most im- 
portant trusts, and demand in him who 
would discharge them an heroîc disposition 
and consummate talents. But Lew Kin is 
merely an in-door officer, altogether igno- 
rant of leaming. He may be fit indeed to 
run about the palace waiting on your ma* 
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jesty, but is quîte incompétent for this 
office. If he fall înto blunders, he will 
make the government ridiculous, not only 
to your m^esty's subjects but also to foreîgn 
nations. *You yourself even will not escape 
being charged with employing improper 
persons. We beseech you to think of the 
subject wisely and carefully." 

The Emperor, entirely devoted to the 
eunuch, was not in a condition to distin- 
guish the faithful from the crafty. Feeling, 
too, that the officers took occasion of every 
appointment which he made to remonstrate 
bitterly with him, and remembering the 
insinuation of Lew Kin, that they wished 
to involve him in trouble, he flew into a 
rage and reviled them. 

** Talentless fools!" said he, **you do 
nothing but plan your own ease, and seek 
to involve] me in trouble. If, instead of 
devolving this office on Lew Kin, I had 
conferred it on you, I should hâve found 
a pretty heap of business I To him, more- 
over, belongs the merit of saving my life. 
Promotion is fitly conferred on him who is 
not an inanimate image like you." 

D 4 
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The ofBcers dared not reply to hîs re- 
vilings, but hung down their heads and 
blushed. In the mean time Leang Choo 
advanced forward. He had come to the 
audience to request leave of retîrement for 
a time, as he had caught a slight illness. 
On this account, not finding it convenient 
to speak, he had not joined the others in 
their remdnstrance ; but now, seeing the 
Emperor's rage and hearing him speak of 
Lew Kin's merit in saving his life, he could 
not restrain his misgivings as to the matter, 
and approaching, with an effort, said to his 
majesty, that he ought to die a thousand 
deaths for not being able always to protect 
his person, but that he was not aware what 
péril his majesty had been in that afforded 
Lew Kin an opportunity df saving his life, 
and begged he would inform him. Upon 
this the Emperor related to him, one by 
one, the cireumstances which had occurred 
in the impérial gardens. The mînister hav- 
ing heard that the assassin was killed by 
Lew Kin could not believe it, but cast the 
subject over in his mind. An assassin, 
thought he, has always an employer, and 
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the impérial gardens are within the pre* 
cincts of the palace. How could such a per* 
son get there, if he were not assisted by some 
one within? Assassins, too, were always 
chose on account of their valour, which 
would lead them to exécute every commis- 
sion; how was it possible that such a 
cowardly slave as the eunuch should be 
able to slay one of them ? Reflecting on 
thèse things he came to the conclusion that 
there was some déception in the afFair. Not 
beîng provided with proofs, however, it was 
xlifficult to carry on a quarrel with the 
eunuch; and hîs majesty being entirely de- 
voted to him, it was vain to think of suc- 
ceéding by remonstrance. He resolved, 
therefore, to remain patient for a time, and 
keep a watch upon their movements. He 
accordingly simply reported hîs sickness, 
and requested that he might be permitted 
to leave his duties till he should be better ; 
whereupon the Emperor granted him a 
month*s leisore, on the expiry of which he 
was to retum to the court. 

When Leang Choo had finished return- 
ing thanksy the Emperor again gave Lew 
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Kin and his associâtes a large sum of 
money, and many precious articles, after 
which he moved his sleeves in dissolution of 
the court, and retired hand in hand with 
them into the palace. 

AU the ojficers left the court in wrath, 
Among others four of the principal of 
them, Yang Ting Ho, Le Tung Yang, 
Lew Kêên, and Se*ay Ts'een, reflect- 
ing on the prince's blindness in favour- 
ing the eunuchs, and refusing to listen to 
reproof, saw that ère long the troubles of 
the nation would multiply, and presented 
pétitions requesting to be allowed to resign 
their ojfices, and retire to their villages. 
Lew Kin took the opportunity to make 
some slanderous remarks about them, so 
that the young monarch was foolishly per- 
suaded to issue a manifest, accepting the 
résignations of them ail but Le Tung Yang, 
and ordering them to leave the court with» 
out delay, lest their présence should occa* 
sion trouble. 

Gentle reader, what think you was the 
reason of the exception ? You will find it 
in the character of Le Tung Yang. He was 
from Tung Woo .hêên of E Chang foo, in 
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Woo Nam province, and had entered into 
office from the rank of Han Lin. He 
was of an humble, respectful, silent and 
patient disposition, on which account Lew 
Kin and his crafty associâtes were pleased 
with him, as it prevented him from taking 
any active steps in opposition to them. 
They were afraid too that people would talk 
about their grasping after the sole autho- 
rity, if they dismissed ail the loyal officers 
at once, and consequently requested the 
Emperor in prîvate to confer large employ- 
ments on Le Tung Yang. 

There was nothing in which the young 
monarch did not foUow their plans. He 
accordingly appointed him président of 
the board of civil office, and high chan- 
cellor of Hwa Kae hall ; and, contrary 
to his inclinations, the minister was con- 
strained to repair to the court, and ex- 
press his thanks. 

The others, immedîately on reeeiving the 
impérial will, prepared their baggage to re- 
turn to their villages, and were accompanied 
to the long portico by their brother officers, 
who there spread for them a parting feast. 

D 6 
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Le Tung Yang was among the number ; 
while sitting at the feast he suddenly 
looked up to heaven, and sighed, saying, 

" Would that I might accompany my friends ! 
No wish of dwelling hère I cherish." 

The others, on hearing hîs words, ob- 
served that he ought not to give way to 
such a feeling of sorrow, for that it had 
ever been the practice of heroes, either to 
maintaîn theîr purity by retiring from the 
scène of confusion, or to sacrifice their lives 
for the benefit of their times, aceording 
to the circumstances in which they were 
placed, without being restricted to one line 
of acting ; and that they hoped that after 
their departure he would exert his talents 
to assist the Emperor, and avert the calami- 
ties of the people. This, they assured him, 
would occasion them the liveliest joy. 
Soon after they took leave of one another 
with a bow, and departed. 

After they were gone, the Emperor seeing 
that the court was empty, and hearing that 
Leang Choo had recovered from his illness, 
appointed him président of the six boards. 
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and a member of the inner council. It 
was during the month of absence granted 
to him that the other officers asked leave 
to retire ; and it was entirely owing to this 
eircumstance, that he had not been dis- 
missed with them, for he would eertainly 
hâve presented a similar request. But 
hère the hand of heaven was évident, in 
retaining this faithful minister, to support 
the fortunes of the Choo family. Lew Kin 
on hîs part took the opportunity to increase 
the offices of his partisans, and strengthen 
daily his military authority, so that the 
officers both within and without the. court 
stood in dread of him. The only check upon 
his violent designs arose from the fear 
which he still entertained of the upright 
loyalty of Leang Choo and Le Tung Yang. 
He was restrained by this from givîng full 
developement to hîs intentions, and occu- 
pied himself chiefly with fiattering and 
pleasing his majesty, and slandering the 
varions officers, so as to gîve them enough 
to do in securing themselves, without 
having leisure to remonstrate with the 
Emperor about him. 



62 raMbles of ching tïh. 

The left Censor, Sêên Yen Hway, how* 
ever, was so displeased wîth the retîrement 
of the officers, and Lew Kîn's grasping at 
the sole authority, that he induced the 
whole board of censors to joîn with him 
in a request that the eunuchs might be 
punishedy and the rectitude of the laws 
displayed. Wang Show Jin, also, super- 
intendent of the board of war, united with 
them, and, moreover, earnestly besought 
his majesty to recall the officers, and restore 
them to their situations, that the path of re- 
monstrance might be cleared ; and not only 
this, but he requested him to abandon his 
feasting and jollity, to attend to the govern- 
ment, and eut ofF the crafty villains whieh 
were about him, to secure the repose of the 
nation. Ail thèse steps, they assured him, 
would be a source of joy to them ; but if 
their lord would not listen to their advice 
they were afraid that for the future, what- 
ever might occur to shake the stability of 
the throne, and whatever insurrections might 
disturb the condition of the country, no 
ixiinister would venture to render his coun- 
sel, and he would thus be kept in ignorance. 
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There was surely enough in this considér- 
ation to make him cooUy reâect. When 
the Emperor had received the paper, while 
he had it in his hand, he asked Lew Kin 
what errors he had committed that the 
officers kept in this way presenting repré- 
sentations against him. There must surely 
be some enmity between them that they had 
adopted such a procédure. 

At thèse words the eunuch knelt before 
his majesty in great consternation» and re- 
plied with tears : " There is no enmity 
between your slave and the ofHcers. But if 
one hâve not plenty of mutton and wine at 
his disposai, it is a hard thing to temper the 
mouths of men. Look at the autumn moon, 
which casts its shadow over the dusty world. 
While fair ladies rejoice in its brightness, 
thieves hâte its light. Or look at the spring 
rains, the harbingers of plenty. While the 
husbandman rejoices in their fatness, travel- 
1ers repine at the dirty roads. And if thèse 
heavenly influences cannot imbue the minds 
of men with a feeling of contentment, how 
should your slave expect to do it ? In such 
an âge as the présent, indeed, it would be 
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difïicult for tlie holiness of Chow Kittg to 
escape baseless comments, and the loyalty. 
of Hô Wang would be assailed by calum* 
nious insinuations ; and can such a person 
as your slave expect to be free from thèse 
charges ? But your majesty afFords me the 
most apt example. You are the honourable 
sovereign of this empire, and were merely 
enjoying what amusement could be afForded 
by a few hawks and hounds, without dis- 
turbing any spring of government, or injur- 
ing any business of the nation, and yet ail 
thèse ofBcers hâve resigned their employ- 
ments and retired. They are actuated solely 
by a désire to spend their own days plea- 
santly ; but, as if your majesty are in fault, 
they hâve again and again joined in bitter 
i-emonstrances. Your slaves are ignorant 
and valueless individuals, whose death neéd 
not occasion any lamentation ; but I fear 
that you will one day be compelled to regu- 
late your every movement according to the 
wishes of thèse officers, and Emperor though 
you are, will not be able on your own mo- 
tion to remove a single crafty and wicked 
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The Emperor^s heart was pierced by the 
sword of the eunuch's tongue and the spear 
of his lips. No sooner had Lew Kin cèased 
thani he struck the table, and exclaimed in 
indignation, ** Do you officers présume to 
form a party, and trust in your numbws^ ta 
overrule me?" Withthis he issued an 
order that Seen Yen Fei and the others 
should each receive thirty strokes of the 
great bamboo, be deprived of their offices, 
reduced to the ranks of the common people, 
and be ever after incapable of employment. 
The order was no sooner issued than it was 
carried into eflPect; and a mournful sight 
it was to see some of the aged ministers 
expire under the infliction of the punish- 
ment. A further disgrâce was in reserve 
for Wang Show Jin, for he was appointed 
postmaster of Lung Ch'eng in Kwei Chow. 

No sooner did the news of this transaction 
reach Leang Choo and Le Tung Yang than 
they hastened to the court to interfère and 
remonstrate ; but before they arrîved the 
order had been carried into effisct, and ail 
the officers had been driven out. His ma- 
jesty, too, had retired into the palace, so 
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that finding themselves too late for their 
object they could only privately consult 
together. On the one hand, when they 
consîdered the youth of the kîng, and how 
he was deluded by the crafty eunuchs, they 
felt bound by the dying charges of his 
fether not only touse ail their énergies, 
but even to venture their lives in laying 
their remonstrances before him. But on 
the other hand the monarch was so abaQ- 
doned to the eunuchs that their death 
would be of no avaiL And as the court 
was now empty of faithful officers, and every 
place was fiUed by the crafty miscreants, 
if they too should retire there would 
be no one to assist his m^esty in the 
changes that might be expected, and they 
would prove false to the charge of the 
former emperor. On the whole, therefore, 
they thought it best to reserve their fadipg 
lives and watch the movements of the 
party. And having resolved to consult 
again when any dangerous circumstances 
appearedy they separated and retumed from 
the court. . 
We must in the mean time tum our atten- 
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tîon to Wang Show Jin. He was from 
Shïh Ping héên of Lin Gan foo in Yun Nan 
province, and had entered into office after 
attaining the second literary degree. His 
disposition was iipright, loyal, and inde- 
pendent. In military subjects he possessed 
the abilities of Lun and Woo, and in civil 
matters the wisdom of Choo Ko. He was 
enraged at the failure of his représentation, 
and at being degraded to the postmastership 
of Lung Ch'eng, but had no resource. The 
same day he prepared his family, and com- 
menced his joumey to Kwei Chow. 

Lew Kin, however, well knowing his 
valeur and wisdom as well as his loyal and 
upright nature, and afraid that he would 
cherish his hatred, though at a distance 
from the court, and be the occasion of 
trouble and danger to himself, formed a 
plan to assassinate him. He accordingly 
ordered four ruffians in his confidence to 
go before the minister to a secret and dan- 
gerous pass about the middle of the way, 
and there kill him and ail his family^ This 
he conceived to be an excellent plan to 
pluck up the roots while the grass was eut 
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down. But the scheme was frustrated, for 
when Wang Show Jin had got as far as the 
mouth of the river in Tsëen Thang, observ- 
ing that the traces of inhabitants were few, 
that on both sides were steep and danger- 
ous hills, and that it was not possible for 
more than one boat to pass through at a 
tîme, he became immediately suspicions, 
and the truth flashed upon him. " How is 
it/* thought he, " that this pass îs so dan- 
gerous? It must be that the crafty vil- 
lains purposely sent me hither, that they 
might hâve an opportunity to assassinate 
me." On this he stopped the boatmen, 
and retired about a bowshot, saying they 
would proceed to-morrow. That night he 
tossed about on his bed, unable to sleep ; 
reflecting on the conduct of Lew Kin, who 
had often sent individuals to induce him to 
make his submission to him, he could not 
doubt but that the villain had been in- 
censed at his rejecting such advances, and 
therefore brought on him the présent cala- 
mity. On no other principle could he ex- 
plain how it was that while he and the whole 
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board of censors had presented a common 
remonstrance, his msgesty in his rage had 
ordered the others to be punished with the 
bamboo, and reduced them to the ranks of 
the people, and degraded him alone to be 
the postmaster of Lung Ch'eng. A post- 
master was a contemptible offieer, and be- 
sides, thêre was an îndividual in présent 
occupancy. It was plain that the eunuch 
and his villainous associâtes, aware of the 
opportunities which the difficulties of this 
pass afibrded to assassins to lie concealed, 
had sent him there for the express pur- 
pose of assassinating him to secure them- 
selves against future dangers. But such 
a decèitful design could not escape his 
pénétration, and he would produce a plan 
by which he might at once escape the 
înfamy of such a mean office, and préserve 
his family. Taking advantage of the dark- 
ness of the night, he would feign madness, 
make his way to the shôre, and, pretending 
to throw himself into the river, thus escape 
the inquiries of the villains. 

Having determined on this plan, without 
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saying any thing about it to his family^ he 
wrote a letter which he deposited in his 
sleeve. He then feigned raadness, speak- 
ing nonsense, laughing and weeping alter- 
nately, and abusing every one whom he 
met. His family, being ignorant of his 
plan, believedy as well as the attendants, 
that his sickness was real. Owing to the 
suddenness of his seizure they could adopt 
no measures to secure him, taking advan- 
tage of which and the darkness of the 
nîght he dashed from them to the shore, 
and ran to some distance along the bank. 
There he took oflP his hat and shoes upon 
the way, and threw a large stone into the 
water. He then left a stanza with the 
letter which he had written, and retired 
into the Woo E hills under a diflPerent 
name and sumame. Some members of 
the family left the ship to look for him, 
but when they met with thèse traces of 
him, they immediately said that he had 
thrown himself into the river. The rest 
came in consternation to the place, and 
ail believed he was really dead. In a 
short time the justice of Cheë Kang, and 
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Yang Wan Ying, the local magistrate, 
heard of the transaction, and came to ap- 
point a sacrifice for him, while ail the 
members of his family put on mouming 
robes to lead his soûl home, and bewailed 
him till the voice of their weeping was 
heard for several le. 

The foUowing are the verses which he 
left : — 

" When once a man forsakes thîs scène, 

And leaps into the deep, 
'ïis vain to try to fbllow him 

Except in dreaming sleep. 
Yet the true statesman*s dismal grief 

A htindred years can*t bound ; 
Night afiter night with Tsz*she*s cries 

The waters still resound.'* 

On referring to the letter they found 
that it contained a request to the local ma- 
gistrate to send a ship of war to conduct 
his family home, with which Yang Wan 
Ying instantly complied, and conveyed 
them in safety to Yun Nan. 

The care of Show Jin for his family was 
Kere conspicuous, for when he had efiFected 



at.li -r-=r -s. -r= ' 



~ ->-TT . 5BJILBK I-3ES. ZTÏ 

T 



i 



73 



CHAP. V. 

'^ 'Twere well did thoughtless man recall to mind 
The changes of this wear j mortal state. 
The crafty yillam then perchance might find, 
What death does in the future him await, 
Reading in history's page the villain's fate. 
Daintîes îndulged brlng sîckness in their train, 
And pleasures oft prove âeeting as the wind. 
The soûl unsatisfied proclaims them yain, 
And heaven in wrath sends down its dread ayengîng 
pam. 

After the departure of Yen Fei and 
Show Jin with the other officers, Lew Kin 
succeeded in fiUing the court for the most 
part with his own créatures. When word 
moreover was brought him by the assas- 
sins that Show Jin had drowned himself, 
he felt no longer restrained by the same 
considérations of prudence, and proceeded 
accordingly to recommend Tseaou Fang 
to be président of the board of civil office, 
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his créatures were delighted to hear thèse 
observations ; from that time they managed 
the important affairs of the army and the 
kingdom just as they wished, without ever 
referring to the impérial will. Nor did a 
single officer, whether civil or military, great 
or smally ofièr them the slightest résistance, 
but on the contrary, ail regarded them with 
dread. 

This State of affkirs, however, lay heavily 
on the minds of Leang Choo and Le Tung 
Yang. Sleeping or waking, thèse two 
statesmen had no rest, but were ever on 
the watch to guard against emergencies. Se- 
veral times they wished to enter the palace 
and represent the state of affairs to the 
Queen dowager ; but as the Emperor was 
ever feasting in the court with his créatures, 
they did not find an opportunity, and could 
only brood in sorrow over the condition of 
the sovereign. 

About this time too the Eunuch built a 
mansion for himself in the highest style of 
architecture, at some distance from the 
royal palace. Thither he retired and 
plunged into every sort of luxury and 

E 2 



diàçracefiil habit. It coold noc be expected 
tliac tke empire :»hoiiId ctHitinue in the 
CTjoyment of repose ; and we tum now to 
contemplate the mî^nible condition into 
which it had iàllen. 

In the seventh vear of the CTcle, and the 
àixth vear of Chinç Tîh, one Wang Che 
Fan, of the Tillage Rh Hwa, belonging to 
Shih Tàenen héên of Yéén Gan foo in 
Shen Se proTÎnce, raised a rébellion. That 
vear rice became exceedinslv dear in the 
three districts of Shih Tseuen, Tsze Yang, 
and Pîh Ho. To such extremities were 
the people redaced that a single grain 
was Talued as a pearl. The minds of the 
multitude were brooding about insurrec- 
tion when this Wong Che Fan appeared. 
He had gained the lowest military d^jee 
in the time of Hung Che ; but not succeed- 
ing farther at several compétitions, he lost 
heart, and remained at home in his village, 
forming a connection with ail the idle fel- 
lows about, and then, in dependence on 
their strength, oppressing the weak. The 
famishing people flocked to him in numbers, 
and his power and réputation gradually ex- 
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tended, till he was able every dark night 
to proceed to the plunder of the farms and 
hamlets of other districts. His brother, 
Wong Kwan, was well skilled in military 
affairsy and had contracted a friendship with 
one Chûh Ying Peaou, a strong and skilful 
soldier, who took to himself the title of 
king of the little barbarians, and formed a 
band which did not shrink from great and 
open violence. The villagers in the neigh- 
bourhood dared not excite their anger, but 
called them the Golden Bées' Association. 
Their lurking-place was between two hills, 
in a Valley of several le in length, and 
accessible only by a single path. Hère on 
the heights Che Fan erected forts facing the 
four quarters, and dug at the entrance of 
the path a moat, over which he threw a 
floating bridge. In this retreat they amassed 
a large quantity of powder, arrows, and 
stones. At the back of it the hills were 
very numerous, and the road branched off 
in several directions, so that a person might 
enter, but not be able to find his way out 
again. Owing to thèse circumstances the 
royal troops could not destroy thein, and 
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t&eT cominued to increase till their number 
«DiKxmceti to seTeral thousands. On this 
dietr leader divided them into bands, and 
^Uiirter^d them în private camps in secret 
pùiL-e$ amoD^ the neighbouring villages, that 
^y mi^t serre him as a sort of wings. 
Wbeœver their provisioDs failed, out they 
sallied oa pIundenDâ: excursions, so that 
tttecvhitttcs could no longer cany on their 
wvmmecve* 

Pîe atittôance ot' Shih Tseuen district, 
Chdct|C K«S)« ^Vv}o Mîng Kèèn, the captain, 
;ttui F;ia S^' Kweù the lieutenant-colonel, 
bi>i>ui^ ^c ne*v^ ot the rebel, proceeded 
^•ca d>ic huLZtolred soldiers to take him in 
tîh? v£iir^ - Wheo they reached Pïh Hwa 
\Ulynce^ they c^me unexpectedly upon Che 
Vdut,. ^ao ^:is$ retumîn^ trom aplundering 
<'\yeNUcictt wich more than two hundred 
tweu- Havîu^ iinmedktely recognised the 
rv\\*l trvvps* aud knowing their intention 
uui$t be tv> take himself, he fired a signal 
^m iutv^ the air. His partisans thronged 
a( the $ound tn>m ail quarters, and sur- 
)\nn\dtHl tho Shih Ch^uen troops, The dis- 
charvx^ ot' tire îUumînated the heavens, and 
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a desperate fight took place. The thîeves 
seemed to increase the faster, the greater 
slaughter was made among them, while 
there was no aid or rescue for the soldîers. 
The villagers ail shut their doors, and kept 
inside, not daring to come eut and excite 
the rage of Che Fan. The contest was, 
notwithstanding, maintaîned till day -break, 
when the field presented a pitiable spectacle, 
Chang Këô,Woo Ming Kéên, and five hun- 
dred soldiers ail slain by the thieves. The 
only person who escaped was the lieutenant- 
colonel, Fan Sz* Kwei, and he was severely 
wounded. He immediately repaired to the 
sub-magistrate, Leang Joo Keun, who 
wrote letters announcing their distress to 
every magistrate. Throughout the whole 
city the inhabitants were thrown into con- 
sternation by the news. Sitting or sleeping 
they could find no rest, but, fearing the 
thieves would come to the city, dispersed 
in every direction, seeking hiding places. 

" Evils come not alone. The broken roof 
Nightly admîts the rain ; rébellion fierce 
Treads close upon the heels of grisly famine.'* 
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CHAP. VL 

" Loud blow the piercing winds ; yet louder far 
Is heard the trumpet^s summons to the war : 
In desperate fight the polish^d weapons gleam ; 
Soon o'er the river âoats the bloody steam ; 
Withers the red» the verdant trees are tom, 
And of their pride the flowery fields are shom. 
Yet the broad river flows in silence on, 
Nor heeds the tumult and the dying groan." 

Che Fan, seeing that he had slaîn the 
officers of the héén, and that the matter 
was become as great as the heavens, felt 
that he had now no resource but to pro- 
secute his rébellion. Following up his 
victory, therefore, he seized on ail the in- 
habitants of the neighbouring villages. 
Those who were willing to foUow him he 
received ; those that would not he slew. 
Such was the state of things that the greater 
part of them purchased their lives by their 
submission ; but some who were of a deter- 
mined and upright character, railed at the 
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thieves for a while, and then readily eut 
their own throats, in order to leave a fra- 
grant name to posterity. The nuniber who 
submitted to him that day amounted to 
several thousands, whom he receîved one by 
one, entering their names and sumames in 
a book, that he might conveniently keep an 
eye upon them. 

This done, he dispatched some indivis 
duals to the city to watch for news, and 
others with signal-guns to keep guard at the 
entrances of the several villages which had 
submitted. Their orders were to discharge 
one of the guns if any royal troops should 
come upon them ; and upon the report he 
himself would march to their support. 
Some of the new levy were then ordered 
to throw the bodies of the slain into pits 
. among the hills ; after which he retumed 
to his retreat and reviewed his companions. 
Eight were found to be killed, and several 
tens wounded, either by blows or arrows. 
He commanded immediately that a list of 
merit should be made out, to guide him in 
the bestowal of rewards, when his enterprise 
should be completed, and that at the same 
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time â feast should be prepared to solace 
his brethren for their toîls. In a very short 
space ail was ready, when they took their 
places and laid siège to the bottles. 

When the wine had gone round several 
times, Che Fan arose, and bowing to the 
assembly thus addressed them: " Brethren, 
let me beseech your audience. You are 
aware that at first we had no intention of 
attempting any thing great. Our desires 
extended no farther than to maintain pos- 
session of a single district, to prevent our 
being scattered through the empire, and 
where we might be able, morning and 
evening, to meet each other. Thèse dogs 
of magistrates, however, without reflecting 
on conséquences, hâve come and attacked 
us ; and now this day's exploit leaves us no 
alternative but to follow up our success. 
And it is plain that Heaven wills us so to 
do, else how should we hâve been able, 
while unprepared both in our armour and 
in our minds, to carry off the victory in an 
instant ? 

" I hâve heard moreover that the young 
Emperor is unprincipled in his proceedings, 
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reposing his confidence in some slandering 
eunuchs, and degrading and banishing his 
loyal ministers ; we hâve only to lead our 
troops to the capital, sweep away ail oppo- 
sition, and take possession of the empire as 
easily as one can tum his hand. But, asi 
said, this day*s exploit leaves us no option : 
if we would stop in our career we can- 
not. Consider, also, that Yang Yïh Ts'ing, 
the Protector-general, as soon as he hears 
of the late proceedings, will come with an 
army to destroy our retreat. The place is 
confined and narrow, and our stock of 
provisions is not large ; and he is at home 
alike in the council and the fîeld. If he 
come suddenly upon us, while we are not 
prepared to meet him, I fear his arrivai 
will be as a clap of thunder, against which 
one cannot shut his ears. In my humble 
opinion our best plan is to be beforehand 
with him. Our number, augmented by 
the new levies, amounts to more than 
ten thousand — sufficient to constitute an 
army with . which we may march through 
the empire, and sweep before us ail obsta- 
cles. The only difficulty is, that if we 
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commence our measures wîthout any pre- 
tence, the minds of the people will not 
submit to us, and I wish therefore to raise 
a flag round which soldiers will gathèr. 
This may be efFected, by writing on ît that 
Lew Kin is grasping at the sole authority, 
deceîving the monarch and injuring the 
faithful ministers, so as to excite the in- 
dignation of gods and men, and unsettle 
the minds of the common people ; and 
that, therefore, this righteous army is 
raised to slay the crafty villain and ex- 
tinguish his party. We can intimate in 
every district through which we pass that 
neither soldiers nor people need be afraid, 
nor the officers, whether civil or military ; 
but that, if they oppose us, we shall view 
them as belonging to the villanous party, 
take their city, and not leave a single in- 
dividual alive. If the heroic spirits of the 
empire favour our object, let them once 
come to our army and we will receive 
them, without asking whether they be or- 
thodox, vagabonds, or criminals. As to 
provisions, we can in the first place lay a 
tax upon the rich proprietors in the newly 
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subjected districts, according to their pos- 
sessions ; and having equipped ourselves 
properly with armour, we can choose a 
fortunate day and commence our march. 
We shall first take the two héén, Tsze 
Yang and Pïh Ho, and after that Yéén 
Gan foo. From the latter place we shall 
advance directly to the capital, which lies 
only two thousand two hundred le dis- 
tant, sweep clear and settle the rivers and 
mountaîns, and take possession of the king- 
dom. Such is my plan : what do my 
brethren think of it ? '* 

The whole assembly was delighted with 
the speech, and cried out : " The words of 
our honourable brother show a divine skill 
and inventiveness, which are far above our 
reach. But at présent the neighbouring dis- 
tricts are oppressed with famine ; if we sum- 
mon soldiers to our standard it is to be feared 
that the old and the famished will answer 
to our call. If we do not receive them, we 
shall fail to secure the confidence of the 
empire, and if we do receive them we shall 
weaken the majesty of our army, and at the 
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o«u with a loud roke, "Who but our 
Kw^îïer* 50 «empiète in knowled^, so fer- 
nie in îcheas^eN. dare enter upon this oflSce?" 
Faiu K^werer* declined the i^pointment, 
pnxx'SîinÀ: îbat in reality he had not a tittle 
ot abi^Jty* and only a slight acquaintance 
wîth the niilitary art, It was not for an 
ignonnt and stupid individual Uke him to 
undertake so important an office, and he 
bc$:ged his worthy brethren to appoint 
some other person of the requisite ability. 
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They replied that they were determined, 
and that he must not refuse, upon which 
they advanced, placed him on a lofty seat, 
and offered him their homage. 

Che Fan could do nothiug but retum their 
salutations, and accept the seat. He then 
said to them that while he was thankful for 
their overlookîng his ignorance, and raising 
him to the command, he could not but feel 
ashamed at his own unfitness. As it was, 
they must understand that the commander 
of an army could indulge no private feel- 
ings. Every one must pay a reverential 
obédience to his orders, and ail contumacy 
would be visited with punishment, even in 
the person of his nearest relatives. "Let 
none,'* said he, " repine at or resent my 
words." The multitude, with one voice, 
cried, that if any one of them disobeyed his 
orders he would voluntarily submit to the 
punishment. The gênerai was delighted, 
and ordered them to retum to the feast, 
when after enjoying themselves pleasantly 
for a time, they separated. 

Next day Fan having erected a tent, and 
established the camp, assumed the title of 
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injure the inhabitants. He who disobeys 
shall be beheaded. 

** III. Ail weapons must be kept bright. 
On hearing the signal gun the troops must 
advance quickly. He whose heart fails 
him on the approach of battle, and will not 
meet the enemy, shall be beheaded. 

" IV. After orders hâve been issued, the 
soldiers are not to coUect in companies of 
three or five, and whisper together. When 
the enemy come to close quarters, the sol- 
diers are not to make a noise. He who 
disobeys shall receive forty blows. 

"V. No person who has taken any sol- 
diers or people at any village on the march 
can let them go on his own account, but 
must request an order for his guidance. 
He who disobeys this shall receive eighty 
blows. 

"VI. No soldier or oflBicer is allowed, 
when he may find it convenient, to visit 
his relations, or lodge in people's houses. 
Neither is any one allowed to get drunk 
or commit lewdness. Whosoever disobeys 
shall instantly be beheaded without mercy. 

"Military laws are like thunder. Every 
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one must reverently obey them, in order 
to escape future repentance. Given in 
the sixth year of Ching Tïh, on the four- 
teenth day of the fourth month/' 

The same day Che Fan raised his flag 
around which soldiers might gather, and 
placed before his tent a stone lion, weigh- 
ing about a hundred catties. AU the 
people who came to enter the ranks were 
first tested by this stone. If they could 
lift it they were admitted to an interview 
with the gênerai. Ere long idle fellows 
from every quarter, far and near, and ail 
the convicts from the cities came and joined 
his troops. 

On this very day, a strong man twelve 
cubits in height and eight in circumfe- 
rence arrived. His carriage was very 
manly, and he led with him more than a 
hundred valiant soldiers. Coming to the 
front of the army he said with aloud voice, 
" I am Ma Wân Ching, from E Chuen 
hêên of Yen Gan foo, and wish to see the 
commander in chief; I will trouble you who 
are in waiting on him to inform him of 
my request." 
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The soldiers immedîately entered and 
told the Fan that a m^estic looking gen* 
tleman calling himself Ma Wân Ching, 
from E Chuen hêên of E Gan foo, in the 
same province, and who was foUowed by 
more than a hundred soldiers like léopards 
or tigers, had requested them to inform 
him of his présence, and that they were 
waiting his décision. Wang Keuen, who 
was by his brother's side, observed that 
they had no knowledge of those people 
from a distance, who might come with 
some insidious purpose, and were not to be 
rashly admitted. He hoped the gênerai 
would think of it. 

Che Fan, however, observed to ail the 
officers who were présent, **Now is the 
timé to employ men, and we hâve been 
inviting worthy soldiers to our party. It 
will not do to despise and reject thèse men, 
for thus we shall prevent ail confluence to 
us from a distance. Besides as they wish 
to join us, they will probably be found an 
assistance, but though they should hâve 
some insidious purpose, as they do not 
amount to more than an hundred men, they 
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cannot do us much harm. Thoughthey were 
an hundred tigers, we need not fear them. 
Let us receive them respectfully at présent, 
and watch their movements. By thèse we 
can direct our future measures." With 
thèse remarks he ordered the door to be 
thrown wide open, and went forth to meet 
them. " Pardon me/* said he, " for not 
meeting you at a distance ; but I was not 
aware of the approach of your heroic pré- 
sence/* 

Ma Wàn Ching bowed low and replied, 
" My employment has been to teach dis- 
ciples in your flourishîng foo ; but my sister's 
husband, Wang Show Jin, having been in- 
jured by the crafty villains about the court, 
I hâve long been anxious to avenge him of 
his enemies. With m y single strength, liow- 
ever, I could do nothing ; but, hearing that 
you were raising a righteous army to destroy 
the thieves for the good of the kingdom, I 
felt indignant that I could not fly at once 
to the capital, extirpate the villanous party, 
and become a pillar of the empire. With 
thèse views I hâve made nothing of a 
thousand le, but hâve come with my dis- 
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cîples to exert our strength, and advance 
forward with you. But I do not know 
whether you will receive us or not/' " I 
am simple/* observed Fan, '* and without 
talents, and my knowledge is no larger than 
a man's who looks at the heavens from a 
well. I was anxious to call around me 
heroic spirits, and to form a body of worthy 
soldiers to exhibit the majesty of our army, 
and now I am so fortunate as to obtain 
your instructions and assistance. It is plain 
that heaven and men are alike favourable to 
our object : we need not fear that the thieves 
will not be exterminated. I now appoint 
you to leadourvan. To-day you can sacri- 
fice to your flag, and then with your own 
disciples, and three thousand soldiers, 
advance to take possession of the three 
towns of Shïh Tseuen, Tsze Yang, and 
Pîh Ho. I will lead on the main body 
behind to your assistance." 

Having so said, he delivered an attested 
seal, flag, and arrows to Ma Wân Ching, 
and issued orders in accordance with the 
abovè arrangements. The latter received 
the seal, and sacrificed to the flag. He 
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then marshalled his soldiers, declarîng that 
his object was to avenge Wang Show Jin ; 
and having warned and addressed histroops, 
he led them forward to Shïh Tseuen hèén. 
The commander-in-chief being afraid he 
might show some change of purpose, 
ordered his brother Wang Keuen to take 
the command of the next detachment, and 
to lead after him three thousand men to 
cooperate with and assist him. He was 
to keep a watchful eye on Wân Ching^s 
movements, and if any thing suspicions 
occurred to unité with Chûh Yung Paou, 
and fall upon him with both their forces. 
Chûh Yung Paou was appointed to be 
adjutant-general, and to guard the provi- 
sions with four thousand heavy armed 
troops» and lend his assistance on the 
march as might be required. When he 
was gone, Che Fan chose from among 
his companions ail the men of ability and 
talents. Chang Show Ping was appointed 
grand-councillor, and the rest obtained the 
several commands in the left and rîght 
wings. They had each five hundred sol- 
diers under them, and were to support 
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one another. Having made thèse ap- 
pointments, he numbered the army by 
the help of the councillor. There were 
in ail forty-eîght officers and thirty-six 
thousand six hundred and seventy troops. 
His next step was to break up his camp, 
and march forward. With his outspread 
power, flags covering the skies, and drums 
ail beating, he directed his advance to 
Shïh Tseuen. 

" Fate*s liîgh decree had thousands now inspired, 
And Providence stîrr'd up those martial deeds/' 
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" Inscrutable the ways of Providence ! 
Fell war bas now unlîmîted control, 
And gory slaughter stains the dusty earth. 
When shall the weapons find their sheaths again, 
And peace smîle on the teeming myriads ? " 

The prefect of Yéên Gan foo, on receiv- 
ing the letter of the sub-magistrate of Shïh 
Tseuen announcîng their distress, and 
learning that Wang Che Fan was in rébel- 
lion, and had slain the magistrate and the 
captain, and was so desperate as to pay no 
regard to the laws, instantly wrote an 
answer, ordering the sub-magistrate to 
supply for a time the place of his superior, 
and to manage the business of the reve- 
nue, the army, and the people, until he 
himself could meet ail the officers, and de- 
vise some plan to send troops to extermi- 
nate the thieves, deliver the people, and 
settle the district. He commanded him 
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also to set immediately to work on receiv- 
ing the order, and not to delay in expect- 
ation of other help. 

After he had sent off this communication 
he had no rest either to sleep or eat ; for 
reflecting on the fîerceness, strength, and 
number of the thieves, he was afraid that 
should Shïh Tseuen hêên be lost the 
minds of the people would waver in their 
allegiance. He summoned therefore ail 
the officers, both civil and military, to 
meet him at his résidence, for the purpose 
of Consulting how they might despatch 
troops to save the city and préserve the 
people. Thèse speedily assembled, and 
after their délibérations were ended and 
their plans fîxed, Kvsrô Chîng ordered the 
Yéên Gan foo, major-general of the Pro- 
tectorate of Shen Se, Chaou Ting Heaou, 
along with Colonel Lew King, to lead eight 
thousand troops, consisting both of in- 
fantry and cavalry, to save Shïh Tseuen. 
He also sent letters to the two hêên, Tsze 
Yang and Pïh Ho, commanding troops to 
be sent to the neighbourhood of Shïh 
Tseuen, and to wait there in order to 
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assist the others. At the same time he 
wrote to the Protector-general Yang Yih 
Ts'ing requesting that soldiers might be 
sent to their assistance. After thèse points 
had ail been settled, the officers separated, 
and retired to their several résidences. 

The troops were immediately got ready, 
and Chaou Ting Heaou ordered Lew 
King to advance before him with a corps 
of three thousand, and engage the enemy. 
At the same time he ordered Lieutenant 
Yaou Yûh Ts^ing to proceed with fifleen 
hundred men, and lie in wait behind Shïh 
Tseuen héên till the troops from Tsze 
Yang and Pïh Ho came up, and then dash 
forward and attack the enemy on ail sides. 
*' You are thus/* said he, " sure of victory, 
and my soldiers will quickly foUow after, 
and come up with you : only you must act 
with care." 

The colonel commenced his march the 
same day. Ail along the way he met the 
inhabitants leading their children, and 
running about in distraction. Their bit- 
ter cries reached the heavens. " The 
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tliieves/* said they, "amounting to one 
hundred thousand, corne on as thick as 
bées, and hâve nearly reached the city." 
On hearing this, Lew King ordered them 
to make the best of theîr way to Yêên Gan 
foo, and remain secure within the city. 
He also encouraged them by adding that 
the royal troops were advancing, so that 
they need not be afraid. On this the 
people thanked him, and did according to 
his order. 

The troops had not marched far, when 
his outriders brought him word that ail 
about the hill in front there was a cloud of 
dust, as if the rebels were approaching. 
Having despatched them again to see whe- 
ther it was so or not, he in the mean 
while commanded the soldiers to advance 
speedily to the city, where they were to 
encamp. On reaching the gâte, however, 
they found it fîrmly shut; but it was 
speedily opened on several soldiers knock- 
ing at it by the colonePs order. The fact 
was that the troops and the inhabitants 
were in great distress from their provisions 
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being exhausted, and hearing a noise of 
men and horses outside the gâte they con- 
cluded that the thieves were attacking 
the city, and were thrown into great con- 
sternation. Having quickly ascended the 
city tower, however, and recognising the 
Protector's troops, they hailed them as 
though they had corne down from heaven, 
and threw the gâtes wide open to receive 
thera. Lew King made inquiries about the 
rebels, which were particularly answered by 
the lieutenant-colonel, and while they were 
yet speaking, they were assailed by a loud 
discharge of fire-amis without the city. 
Having ascended the watch-tower, they 
beheld a large body of the thieves coming 
boldly on. At their head appeared a gêne- 
rai equipped mth a helmet and armour ail 
of silver, and grasping in his hand a sil- 
ver spear, of a martial appearance, fiercely 
advaneing. The colonel thought withîn 
himself, " This man does not look like a 
partisan of thieves. I suspect he has been 
deluded into an alliance with them. Our 
best plan is to take advantage of the pré- 
sent time, while his ranks are unformed, to 
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bring him to an engagement. The resuit 
will show us what he is." 

He then sent Yaou Yûh Ts'ing with a 
thousand men to lie in wait behind the 
city, and at a certain time to discharge a 
signal gun, and rush forward to the fight. 
He himself descended from the tower, and 
having coUected the troops into a body led 
them forth. Ma Wân Ching, seeing the 
royal troops sallying from the city, in- 
stantly waved his silver spear, on which the 
rebels formed behind him in a line, and 
then he himself moved with his horse be- 
ueath the flag in the centre, and cried 
out, " Who comes ? Déclare your name and 
sumame, and receive death/' The colonel 
at this drew his sword, gallopped forward, 
and pointing to the other retorted, " Can 
you open your dog's eyes, and not recog- 
nise Colonel Lew King, of the staff of the 
middle army of the land service of Yéên 
Gan foo, of Shen Se ? and who are you ? 
Quickly présent to me your dog^s name." 

" I,'* replied the other with a laugh, '* am 
leader of the vanguard of the Thief-exter- 
minating General — Ma Wân Ching, hère 
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*: WHir serrice»'^ With thèse words he 
nu>ed ki$ ^ilrer spear, and made a thnist 
right a( Lew King^s heait ; but the latter 
W3ur\led il otr wîth bis sword. 

By ihi$ time tbe dnim$ and trumpets of 
Knb i^artios wetv loudly sounding, and a 
banl cx^ntest was niaintained for some 
lime witbout ad^^antage on eitber side. But 
Wanj Keucii cv^nnnjr up to tbe assistance of 
tbe ïvbel^ l.ew Kiug was afraid, as the 
enemv*s stn^n«tb was so much increased» 
tb,tt he would be defeated, and waved 
bis swonl bebind bim for a signal to 
bi$ soKlier? to draw off. Thev retreated 
fijrht îusT. eagerly pur^ued by the rebels, 
when suddenly ou oue side from behind 
the city were beard three discharges of a 
si^ial jnnu and a ti\v>p of nien and horses 
rusheil to the tîeld» At their head ap- 
peanni a generaU wbo fiercely and with a 
Knul Yoice crieii ont, " Rebels I spare 
Your briskness, hère ani I ! " and instantly 
ad>'auced to stop the pursuit, and engage 
Wang Keuen, 

Lew King reined in bis horse, and see- 
ing that it was Lieutenant Yaou YûhTs*ing 
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corne to his assistance, he tumed, formed 
a junction with his troops, and recom- 
menced the combat. The day, however, 
was now closing, and in a little the gongs 
were sounded on both sides, and the con- 
tending parties drew oflP to their respective 
camps. 

That evening the colonel observed to 
Yaou Yùh Ts'ing, while they were in the 
tent together, that during the engagement 
of the preceding day the enemy*s ranks 
had not appeared in very good order, and 
that he supposed they would not be able 
to arrange them, owing to their being en- 
gaged in pitching their camp. It would 
be the best plan, therefore, for the lieu- 
tenant, at the third watch, to make an 
attack upon their camp with two thousand 
men. As most probably they would be un- 
prepared to receivethem, each soldiershould 
carry with him a quantity of gunpowder 
and straw, to set their intrenchments on fire. 
The enemy would be sure to flee, and then 
he himself would attack them on the right 
and left, and thus gain a complète victory. 
The lieutenant replied that he thought the 
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plan a very good one, and orders were 

aiven to the troop» to take a good %hting 

meal, and to be prepared by the second 

watch with their accoutrements^ for at the 

thinl beat of the dnim they should march 

to attack the enemy's camp. They were 

also told to take plenty of powder and 

straw with theni, which they were to throw 

into the intrenchments at a given signal, 

and set tire to them : and then, as soon as 

the dames appeared, to retreat in haste, 

and the colonel himself would be ready 

with troops to assist them. " Our merit,** 

concluded the order, " may be completed 

this night. Beheading is the punishment 

of disobedience." The soldiers murmured 

assent to the orders, and departed. 

It will be remembered that Chaou Ting 
Heaou had written to the two hêên of 
Tsze Yang and Pîh Ho on the subject of 
the war. Immediately on the receipt of his 
letter the civil and military officers, both 
great and small, were assembled to deli- 
berate- Considering the power of the 
thieves, they saw that should Shïh Tseuen 
be lost, the danger could not be averted 
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from themselves ; for they would be in the 
condition of the teeth when the lips were 
destroyed. They therefore commissioned 
the lieutenant-colonel of the fîrst camp, 
along with the commandant of a station 
on the coast, to proceed the same night 
with eight hundred soldiers from the camp 
to Shïh Tseuen hêên. 

While thèse troops were advancing, the 
rebels were also in délibération. After 
they had retreated to their camp, Ma Wân 
Ching held a consultation with Wang 
Keuen. " To-day/^ said he, "I observed 
that the ranks of the enemy during the 
fight never fell into disorder. They had 
ability moreover to encamp a corps of re- 
lief in case of their getting the worse. It 
is plain they are no bunglers; and should 
they attack our camp to-night, when the 
moon is hidden, and the stars are dark, 
how shall we meet them ? " 

" We must suppose that they will attack 
us/* replied Wang Keuen, "and not that 
they will not, To be prepared for them, you 
and I had better lie concealed, each with t wo 
thousandfive hundred men, on the right and 
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left. The remaining soldiers who continue 
in the camp must hoist ail the flags, and raise . 
a Sound as if ail the troops were tKere. If 
they see the enemy advancing, they can 
allow them to corne as far as possible, and 
then discharging their signal guns, beating 
the drums, and waving the flags, sally forth 
with a loud huzza ail at once, and thus 
deter the royal troops from advancing, and 
oblige them to flee. At this juncture you 
and I will rush forth upon them, and the 
event will surely prove favourable/* Wân 
Ching having signifîed his approbation of 
this plan, they both proceeded to conduct 
their troops to the ambuscade. 

In the mean while Yaou Yùh Ts*ing 
approached the rebels' camp with a body of 
two thousand men. It was now the third 
drum, and there was not the slightest move- 
ment in the intrenchments. Glad of this 
they proceeded by a bye-path behind them, 
raised a simultaneous shout, and rushed 
in. When they reached the middle of the 
camp, however, without meeting a single 
officer or soldier, they saw they were en- 
trapped, and wished to make their way 
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out again. Suddenly there arose in front 
a tremendous noise of guns, drums, and 
trumpets, roaring ail together. Not know- 
ing the number of their opponents, their 
first thoughts were to retreat by the same 
private way they had advanced ; but on the 
right Wân Ching came upon them, and 
Wang Keuen on the left, pressing them on 
both sides. The rebels fought desperately 
in every direction and succeeded in form- 
ing a circle round Yaou Yûh Ts'ing. Just 
at the moment of greatest péril, up came 
Lew King with his troops, by a daring 
effort broke the circle and rescued the 
lieutenant. The soldiers then effected a 
junction, and made head against the two 
rebel gênerais. 

While they were engaged a bright line 
suddenly illumined the heavens on one 
side, and there appeared a body of quickly 
advancing troops, led by a gênerai with a 
black helmet, and his body incased in black 
armour, grasping an iron hafted scymitar, 
and riding on a black horse. Behind him 
a soldier bore a black flag, on which was 
written in white, " Army Protector Ge- 

F 6 



108 RAMBLES OF CHING TIH. 

neral Chuh/' At the same time another 
body came forward at a sharp pace. Their 
gênerai, completely armed and carrying a 
spear, was of a majestic and martial ap- 
pearance, and his large flag bore the inscrip- 
tion, ** Commander-in-chief of the Thief- 
extinguishing soldiers/' 

Lew King was disconcerted by their 
arrivai, and maintained the battle in a dis- 
orderly manner. He soon drew oflP his 
troops and retreated, hotly pursued by the 
whole of the rebel gênerais. 

In the mean time the troops from Tsze 
Yang and Pïh Ho had come up. Observ- 
ing before them the fîre flashing to the 
heavens, and men and horses confusedly 
struggling, they supposed that the thieves 
were attacking the city, and pressed for- 
ward with eagerness. When they ap- 
proached they ordered the gâtes to be 
thrown open, for that they were the rescue 
from Tsze Yang and Pïh Ho. The lieu- 
tenant-colonel hearing their words, as- 
cended the watch-tower, and recognising 
them to be indeed the soldiers of the two 
hêén, gave orders that the gâtes should be 
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immediâtely thrown open, While they 
were about to enter, a large force appeared 
in their rear, Erroneously supposing that 
it belonged to the rebels, they turned and 
attacked it. 

This was owing to a stratagem of Lew 
King. When he was proceeding to attack 
the enemy*s camp, he ordered his own van- 
guard to assume the dress of the rebels, that 
the latter might not be able to distinguish 
them. As they still retained that dress, 
the troops of the two hêên naturally 
thought they were the thieves, and forth- 
with surrounded the colonel and his men, 
maintaining a sharp contest with them. 
Owing to the darkness Lew King could 
not see whence thèse soldiers had corne to 
attack him ; and after looking eagerly ail 
around, and seeing no way of escape in the 
front, and that the enemy were pressing on 
him in the rear, he fled directly towards 
the camp of Chaou Ting Heaou. The 
others supposing they had gained a vie- 
tory felt much inspirited, and were just 
about commencing a pursuit when up came 
another body of troops, with whom they 
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had to recommence the engagement. Thèse 
were the real rebels, and advancîng in great 
force and fury, like a swarm of bées in the 
air, the loyal troops could not resist them, 
but were slaughtered till their dead bodies 
covered the plain, and their blood flowed 
in a river. On this they fled without 
stopping for twenty le, and halting to 
number their defeated forces, they found 
that only a few more than two hundred of 
the cavalry were left. Ashamed to retum 
again to Shïh Tseuen they proceeded on- 
ward with their shattered remnant. 

Wang Che Fan in the meantime foUowed 
up his victory. Chùh Yung Peaou was 
sent with a body of infantry and cavalry to 
attack Shïh Tseuen, and Ma Wân Ching 
with Wang Keuen was dispatched in pur- 
suit of the troops of the two hêên. 

When Chùh drew near the city, he found 
the gâte wide open, on which he marched 
directly in with ail his forces. The truth 
was that when Fan Sz' Kwei saw the 
soldiers of the two héên set ofF in pursuit 
of the thieves, he ordered the gâte to be 
left opened for their retum, and now mis- 
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taking the forces which were enterîng for 
his friends he came down in haste to meet 
them, and being entirely ofF his guard he 
was eut down at once by Yung Peaou. 
The inhabitants on hearing of this de- 
spaired of their lives. An immense num- 
ber both of men and women put themselves 
to death j some hanging themselves, some 
cutting their throats, some drinking poison, 
and others throwing themselves into wells, 
Peaou ordered his soldiers to make prison- 
ers of ail. The men he fîercely ordered to 
submit, and the women to be redeemed on 
pain of death. He also sent a letter to 
Che Fan, announcing his success. 

We tum now to Ma Wân Ching. Hav- 
ing proceeded with three thousand men in 
pursuit of the Tsze Yang troops, he came 
by and bye nearly up with them. Waving 
his whip, he cried out, " I do not wish to 
plunder your city, or slay the inhabitants. 
My object is to proceed to the capital and 
destroy Lew Kin and his villanous asso- 
ciâtes. Return and tell the prefect to open 
the gâtes and admit me. If he delays I 
will first take the city, and then treat ail 
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as belonging to the eunuch's party/' The 
soldiers proceeded home and reported his 
words to the prefect. That gentleman see- 
ing that they were reasonable, and more- 
over that he could net hold eut against the 
force of the rebels, thought it best to sub- 
mit for a time, m order to préserve the lives 
of the people, and afterwards to think of 
other measures. He therefore threw the 
gâtes wide open, and went forth to receive 
the enemy. Ma Wân Ching and he sa- 
luted each other. The former observed, 
that he was merely borrowing a road 
through Yu to attack Kih, and that the 
prefect need not be anxious and troubled. 
On this they entered the city together. 

*''■ With valour and with skill one formed his plan ; 
And both were glad to sare the people's livfô/' 
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" The daring rebels prosecute the war, 
And the poor people bear a thousand ills ; 
Meanwhile the weak and schemeless magistrale 
Begs for his life ; but his heroic spouse 
Nobly msûntains the honour of her name." 

Ma Wan Ching, after entering the city 
along with the prefect Tsin Wân Che, 
treated the inhabitants very gently, and did 
not permit the slightest violence to be done 
to their property. In conséquence of such 
conduct a shout of joy spread through the 
whole place, and he was everywhere wel- 
comed with incense and candies, He also 
encamped his troops beyond the walls and 
did not allow them to enter the city or 
disturb the people, Having made thèse 
arrangements, he despatched a letter to 
Che Fan, annouiicing his success. 

We must now foUow up the movements 
of Wang Keuen, who had set ofF in pur- 
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suit of the Fîh Ho troops. He continued 
to gain u])on them, and by the time they 
drew near to the city was within a bowshot 
of them. On this he shot an arrow right 
f brward, which hit the commandant Leang 
King Kwan behind the ear, so that he 
reeled on his horse, fell dowi]^ and expired. 
The rest came up to save him, but ît was 
too late, for the thieves came up, scattered 
them in every direction, and drove them 
into the wildemess. Wang Keuen then 
approached, and eut off the commandant's 
head, and srave orders to his men to attack 
the city on ail sides. 

At this time Chin Pun Ching, the pre- 
fect of Ho Pih, was drinking wine within 
his résidence, in company with his wife 
Kwô. The lady observed, that she had 
heard that Wong Che Fan had raised a 
rébellion in Shïh Tseuen, and that he 
himself had received orders from his supe- 
rior to send troops there to protect the 
district* " I was afterwards told,'* said 
she, " that the commandant Leang King 
Kwan was despatched with the troops j but 
though he has been gone some time no 
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news hâve arrived from him, and we can- 
not tell whether the event has turned out 
well or ill. Considering, however, that 
our héên lies so near to Shîh Tseuen, if 
that be lost ours cannot be held out against 
the thieves ; and yet I perceive no appear- 
ance of anxiety about you, What line of 
conduet hâve you determined on ?^^ " My 
dear,*' replied P^un, ** you need not trouble 
yourself about it ; the major-general, the 
Hing Gan foo, the colonel, and the lieu- 
tenant, hâve gone to the rescue of Shïh 
Tseuen with eight thousand men ; our two 
héên hâve also sent more than one thousand 
men to support the others, so that most pro- 
bably they hâve eut ofF the thieves. If they 
hâve not proved successful, however, wait 
till the thieves approaeh our city, and it will 
not be too late for me then to go out and 
submit to them/* At thèse words his wife 
dashed the cup upon the ground, and up- 
braided him. " Disgrâce to the name of 
a man,'* cried she, " you hâve received the 
kindness of the kingdom, and now, instead 
of thinking how to display your fîdelity in 
its defence, you cherish the intention of 
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submitting to the thieves, even before tlieîr 
approachl Such conduct would be dîs- 
graceful even in a woman like me ; how 
much more in the case of you, who are the 
father of the people ? '' She had scarcely 
finished, when one of the attendants knelt 
down, and announeed that their troops had 
been defeated, the commandant killed by 
an arrow, and his head eut ofF by the 
rebels ; and moreover that the thieves, as 
fierce as a swarm of bées, had approached 
the city. " What is to be done, your 
honour?'* said the man; but the prefect 
was so frightened that his hands and feet 
were ail trembling, and he could not speak 
for fear, Going out, however, to the court- 
hall, Chin P'un Ching took his seals of office, 
and then having bound himself, he ordered 
the city to be thrown open, and went forth 
to the enemy*s camp, ofFering his submissiou 
and confessing his crime. On hearîng this 
multitudes of the people killed themselves ; 
while Wang Keuen, seeing the gâtes open, 
ordered his soldiers to rush in at once, and 
take ail the inhabitants prisoners without 
any exception of sex. When he came to 
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the prefect's résidence he ordered Chin 
P'un to be brought before him, " Dog of 
a magistrate," exelaimed he, " you hâve 
shown a very great courage. When you 
saw that our troops had approached your 
city, and that you had no possibility of 
escape, you then prétend to proffer your 
submission, having other schemes in re- 
serve. If you are really sincère in this 
matter, why did you not corne and render 
up the city before j thus you might hâve 
saved your pitiful life, but who cannot see 
through your présent deceit?^* Having 
thus upbraided him, he ordered his attend- 
ants to behead him. 

" Once clash'd the sword : the prefect*s head 
Is from his shoulders riven ; 
Leaving the corpse, his three soûls fly 
Up the nine-storied heav*n." 

This donc the rebel ordered some of the 
soldiers to proceed behind and secure his 
faraily and wealth. In corapliance with 
his orders they commenced a search and 
found two beautiful concubines and eight 
servants, besides a large quantity of gold. 



118 TtAMTirTCR OF CHEfTG TIH. 

sîlver, and precious things. Seeing one 

woman, with a crown of honour and an or- 

namented sash, hanging from a beam, they 

came ont to the hall and told their gênerai. 

Wang Keuen înquîred of the servants who 

she waSy and was told that she was the lady 

Kwô, the third daughter of the noble Kwô 

Yuen, and had hung herself because her 

husband would not lîsten to her advice to 

maintaîn his fidelity. Wang's compassion 

was moved, and out of respect to her ex- 

alted character, he ordered her to be in- 

terred in a hill beyond the hèèn. The 

foUowing Unes hâve been written in her 

praise : 

" Heroes are hère outshone : a feeble dame 
Feeds, tho 'tis fatal, loyaltj^s fine fiame ; 
In pleasure's midst, gladly she welcomes death, 
And shows before high heaven her spotless faith." 

The gênerai finding his stock of arms 
much increased by the plundered stores, 
immediately sent a flying messenger to re- 
quest his brother to corne to the hêên, to 
détermine, among other matters, how the 
people were to be treated. 
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We must now return to Lew King and 
Yaou Yûh Ts'ing, who never halted in their 
flight till they reached the bottom of Kin 
Hwa Hill. There they numbered their 
shattered army, and found that only a few 
more than two hundred of their cavalry 
were left. While engaged in this, Chaou 
Ting Heaou approached with his troops, on 
which they bound themselves with an oath, 
and proceeded to his tent to confess their 
crimes. Before they had opened their 
mouths, however, an outlooker arrived and 
informed the gênerai that Shïh Tseuen had 
been taken by the rebel gênerai Chùh Yung 
Pew ; and another brought at the same time 
news that the prefects of Tsze Yang and 
Pïh Ho had submitted to the thieves. The 
major-general burst into a rage at this in- 
formation, and fiercely commanded his at- 
tendants to carry the two men without the 
camp and behead them. On hearing this 
order ail his officers advanced and pleaded 
for the two criminals. ** We hâve heard," 
said they, " that the number of the rebels 
amount to several myriads, and that their 
leaders are able, fierce, and brave, while 
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Havîng determined on thèse measures, 
he forthwîth înclosed the colonel and the 
lieutenant in a cage, and sent them to 
Shen Se, 

The day they arrived, the protector- 
general was in his hall, reflecting on the pro- 
gress of the rébellion, and while he was feel- 
ing perplexed at having received no news 
from the scène of opérations, one of his staff 
kneltbefore him, and stated thatthe major- 
general of Hing Gan foo had sent forward 
two criminals, and that they were now wait- 
ingfor his orders without the gâte. The pro- 
tector having commanded that they should 
be carried in, the messenger who accom- 
panied them ascended the hall, knelt down, 
and presented the letter. Yïh Ts'ing 
handed the letter to one of his attendants, 
who opened it and read it aloud from the 
beginning to the end, after which orders 
were given to open the cage and let the 
men come forth. Thèse immediately ad- 
vanced forward and, after they had ex- 
pressed their thanks with their heads on 
the earth, the protector wrote a letter and 
told them to carry it to the prefect of Se 
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An iM, wlio wms to scnd wilh them 3000 
mcn to tlie ssistaace 9i tbte nugor-gcneral. 
** \Lvnf» ipowr biBsbwss^'* said he, *' with 
rare, sdâ ivikeDL Toar crimes by your 
fut4irr iKrks. Y<kl nut tell the major- 
^renenrml ):r ■mihcjio 6s caonp acdrelr, and 
isec tlHSr W inser ^ràà: m» misfintoiie." 

Aft^^T lîit^ iife£ :a&«L Inre^ of him with 

tiic -«om: niME!rsaii»!$^ âiî wnrte a represent- 

fkt)^ ck> ti^ ^rr:«iiii«an»» te lik majesty, 

«en. <#«ft' i' X» tÎMf vvssiieot 9i tbte board 

r >«fc.i <>2ti^c ^w? YiHL Hb» messenger 

.•Ht<in;.H!c;p<\ ::t:ï. vunwjt d^ saoBe day, and 

.^ >c0^ .â>^ :ti ^r«ift^«tKi^ âe cagnkal he pro- 

.^^w^t». ^ Hti ^tr>«uiiNar>rQàAiiite. Being 

:i^*r«%^4.x:«i. .^ âti «ifiiser ât waîtmg, he 

oi<:-^c Ui*.. >triî<iit.eù. ti*- rq^HH!!^ and Ting 

'. u^ v«t^ >^ ->Hat!t:r isHUttimei midi the 

us^tsit :^a^ -t %rt<e d rcfiljr t» die pro- 

-ccujCr lAti « ierHUJCcistrù t JEtse o^ 

rtcura. ImmertùiEiy' J4ter ie ^HHÇoeed his 

court ireas, in irriisr O) JUftM^tieitT3t^tâi^ palace 

iDÛ -zy riie iii^^onssemiciini biâiOR dne em- 

pemr- And hoït Ld^ Scn ^mhuss^ ugM i the 

jtasB aaain. He aati mit <jm^ c^omved to 

det»ia liic» nu^e^ro- wîc&iii ^ pii]âre and 
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prevent his attendance at the court, but 
being afraid that the officers might send in 
a united représentation, and that Leang 
Choo or some of the others would enter 
the palace to speak with the Queen-dow- 
ager, he had set some of his partisans to 
keep the palace gâte, with strict orders to 
allow none of the oflScers, whether civil or 
military, to enter. When Ting Yun drew 
near to the gâte therefore, holding up the 
représentation in his hands, he found a set 
of thèse fellows sitting on both sides of it. 
Advancing and saluting them he inquired 
respectfuUy where his majesty was. " The 
Emperor,'' replied they, "is busy in the 
Yang Han palace, Why do you want, 
sir, to enter the palace?'* "I hâve a re- 
présentation," said Yun, " to lay before 
him. As I hâve business to transact, you 
will excuse my not sitting with you.'* With 
thèse words he moved his sleeves and went 
in. The fellows, however, advanced and 
stopped him. " His m^'esty," said they, 
"has decreed that none of the officers 
shall be admitted to his audience. Hâve 
you not seen the impérial tablet to that 
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^BJW.r.?^ IF :3Efi£ Tfir, 




kniû* .T»giit:À ^ôe jBcsàeBL, "'h woold 



3UIC 3iaaRT*v me juse 3» îmgiiRaBK bosinesft 
rjmr^mny -n^ JmCTry ipmA can neither 
ji: ikiiâ^^ nir HL amic^ iwr detennined 
^itùuur ~ai&' nsqescj. Go«d bye! good 
bvt: ^ T7ii£ iCTtira^ ôowever, wmild not 

'* TTjt: Z:np«î!T]r jsk» l ummand ed as to keep 
:rit: 430:. jmL ^«iw on od&cer, whelher 
a^^ jr ^muLL "SI encsr. Scnce your repre- 
i«:aciciua rjncsixcs^ socà bnpoctant matter, 
yoa riii jeu'^ç in iere» smi we wîll présent 
ic «îtea Ji:> im^eiCj Oifi^ Leôure. Then to- 
Tztomw^ waeDL ài* jcksi^ the court, you 
sentie trte nacwr.** 

Chijx Tînç Yun^ seeixK chat they would 
3iK !ec rtfrrt cuTTy îji ît^ représentation» fell 
înco % ruriotc> n^,. aiui eixdamiedy *' I am 
a sreac oi&cer oi tbe sx Voards» with ail 
the boardÎJDg:-paâse3> under my junsdiction. 
If 1 may not emer the palace and see his 
iBa^esty wbo may? And if his mqesty 
were occuiûed wîth any Imâness should I 
uot know it ? Hakdy it is the company 
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of such villaîns as you who introduce cu- 
rîous amusements, and darken and dissipate 
the royal mînd. To no purpose hâve we 
a hall of audience ; and the administration 
of the empire îs neglected, ail in consé- 
quence of your crimes. If his majesty 
awake hereafter, listen to loyal advice, 
and chop the carcases of ail j^^our crafty 
party into a thousand pièces, then shall I 
be satisfied.'* While thus he quarrelled 
with them, 

** Sudden fierce rage bore up his cap of state, 
Nor cared the hero, though he met his fate.*' 
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CHAP. IX. 

** Rous'd by the dangers war had spread around 
The border keeps, the upright man was found 
Entering the palace, bent with truUi severe, 
To purge from âatt'rîng lies his sovereîgn's ear. 
Alas ! the roguish crew withstood his way, 
And pain and death his loyalty repay." 

The quarrel between Chin Tîng Yun and 
thèse villaîns brought out Lew Kin to see 
what was the matter. Being informed how 
the minister had been insulting and raîlîng 
at them, and seeing him tossing his arms, 
stampîng his feet, and abusing himself, his 
wolfish nature was excited, and he îmme- 
diately ordered the fellows to knock out 
Ting Yun's front teeth, and then ask him 
whether he could still vent his abuse or 
not. The order was forthwith complied 
with ; and the ministères mouth was fîlled 
with blood, and he suffered intolérable 
pain. Being alone he could not make 
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head against so many, but still he con- 
tinued confusedly and vehemently to abuse 
them. Thinking that if he died there his 
son and daughter would not allow the vil- 
lains to pass unpunished, he advanced with 
the détermination either to kill or to be 
killed. At this moment, however, Lew 
Kin ordered the gâte to be shut, and re- 
entered the palace. This so inflamed Ting 
Yun that his eyes seemed to be leaping 
from their sockets. Unable to déclare his 
wrong, he gave three loud cries, dashed 
his head against the gâte, and expired. 

The attendants instantly reported this 
to the eunuch, who was alarmed, Having 
ordered them to break in pièces the tablet 
denying audience, he proceeded to the 
Emperor, and there falsely represented to 
him that Chin Ting Yun had presumed, 
without his majesty's summons, to enter 
the precincts of the palace, had abused the 
great officers, and, throwing contempt upon 
his majesty, had broken the tablet de- 
nying audience into pièces. Finally, that 
seeing he had trespassed against heaven, 
when prayer could do nothing for him, he 
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i£ ifiiWTt^ TTMWKf lo death wîthout the 
pLÎK^f vîù âe îzsssf of criminating his 
najesCT-V i^fmfitiL Tlie Emperor, belieTing 
c&e iCireaDezrc to ïe mae, nre orders tbat 
tltie TTTTTTitgr'j^ iMvîy ^(feould be kept wîthout 
tbe palsice îa 2 cq&dl c£H the monrow, when 
l&e «biMxLii so to che comt and seize and 
eocuiemn aîl hb &iiîIt. 

In the miean whî!e the s»Tuits of Chin 
Tms: Yun retimed to acquaint his wife 
and son wîth ail thaï had befàllen their 
macst^. The mînkter himself was opwards 
of sixtT Tears al the tîme of his death, 
and his wife was a daushier of Yëe Chang 
Chun, sovemor of Hoo Xan, and a native 
of Kwai^ Chow jfbo» in Kwang Jung, 
TheT had oniT two children : a son named 
Fei Heung» now nineteen vears of âge, 
and a daoghter named Mei Yen, at présent 
no more than seventeen. Thèse two were 
devotedlv attached to each other; they 
pursued the same studies;, — literature dur- 
ing the spring and summer, and marti^ 
exercises during the autunm and winter, 
They were equally versed in ail the arts 
which could fit them either for war or 
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peace, and together capable of standing 
against ten thousand men. 

When the servants arrived they were 
sitting in the mîddle hall along with their 
mother discussing a work on military sci- 
ence, and were taken quite by surprise. 
With the traces of tears still wet upon their 
cheeks, the servants recounted on their 
knees the story of their master's wrongs. 
A moment before and they were fuU of 
cheerfulness, but now their soûls fled 
from their bodîés ; 

*' Their throats were changed to smokeless guns, 
And fire wîthin their bowels bum*d." 

Ail burst into a simultaneous cry, and fell 
down in the hall as dead. The servants 
ran forward to save them ; but it was too 
late for the mother, who was too old and 
feeble to survive the shock. The son and 
daughter, however, gradually revived ; but 
when they saw their other parent dead also, 
oil was poured upon the flame of their 
wrath. Thenceforth it became unquench- 
able, and made the haïr of their heads 
stand on end. Summoning the domesticà 
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before them they gare them orders to pré- 
pare the body for burîal, and then to lay it 
in the earth in the garden behind, beneath 
the moon-surveying arbour, setting up a 
stone at the same time to mark the place. 
** That done,** said they, ** you must di- 
vide the property among yourselres, and 
save your lives by flight. We hare the 
greatest wrongs to arenge, and . can no 
longer remain with you hère.** At thèse 
words ail knelt down, and eried with tears, 
** We cannot forget the kindness with 
which you hâve nourished us ; and now 
that you présent to us your property, 
though our bones should be ground to 
powder, we shall erer remember it. But 
whither will our young master and mistress 
go. We désire to foUow you for we can- 
not leave you.'* 

" You cannot part with me,'* replied the 
young man, " and how can I part with 
you ? But no alternative is left for us by 
circumstances. The ancients hâve said 
that one must not live under the same 
heaven with the enemy of his father j and 
it is not for me, therefore, to look uncon- 
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cernedly upon thèse events, or as if I had 
never heard of them. My sister and I 
will proceed at once to the palace and eut 
off thèse craifty villains, thus delivering 
the people from their oppressors, and con- 
soling our parents in another world, You 
must not delay, but prevent calamity by 
leaving this directly." 

The domestics on this complied with his 
commands, and with tearful eyes and grate- 
ful hearts proceeded to save their lives. 
In the meantime the young man and his 
sister turned to the body of their mother, 
and knelt before it weeping. " Mother," 
said they, " you hâve tended and nou- 
rished us with unbounded kindness, and 
we hâve no means to express our gratitude. 
Forgive our undutifulness in not being able 
to celebrate your funeral, and to observe 
the customary rites — for we shall instantly 
proceed to the city, and avenge our father 
of his enemies. Mother, we pray that you 
will show your divinity in assisting your 
children to exterminate the villanous crew, 
and assuage the wrath of our venerated 
parent. Let us but accomplish this, and 
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«e :ihall inatantly pass to thé grave without 
rwtret." 

Haying thus announced their wishes 
thcjr both burst into a violent fit of weep^ 
ing ; after which they arose, put on their 
armour, proceeded with their respective 
weapons directly to the royal eity, and 
made for the palace gâte with the fierce-^ 
ness of tigers, 

The servants having found it impossible 
to stop them immediately, took the body 
of their mistress, and buried it as they had 
l>eeu commanded. After weeping and wor- 
shipping at the grave for some time, they 
i«^ti«>ed the house, dinded every article 
/»f fiïmiim7>e aniong thernselves in the hall, 
mu; ^Thm ^{«(Çittnixed for their lires, each one 

^%iu tiifst xkJM* ^«» Soing on, Lew 
\ 11», wirh hfr liiétfx iwwicàsttiK^ was consult- 
iti4 n. xht juBÏMce ukunn ^affOSM^ ;i decree to 
s(s?^ aie whole familT xc Okàn Tiiig Yun. 
îxt the midtft of their â&E&flnAMms, the 
pi^esident*« two (hildren, grmping their 
weapoivi, and iii a towering n^e» fiercely 
eniercd thr prt'ciuctis of the palace. Whea 
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they approached the gâte they were stopped 
and interrogated by the porters ; but with- 
out answering a word, they knocked them 
to the ground, and passed through search- 
ing eagerly for Lew Kin. . As they drew 
near to the second gâte they were observed 
by the eunuch's personal attendants, who 
suspected their intentions, and wanted to 
shut the door. Chin Fei Heung, however, 
saw their movement at a glanée, rushed 
forward, with a single wave of his spear 
caused the whole crew to stand apart on 
both sides, and with an inflamed spirit 
passed between their ranks into the royal 
résidence. On this the attendants seized 
their weapons, and pursued them, but 
the young man and his sister went straight 
forward, looking on every side without 
being able to discover where the eunuchs 
had concealed themselves. Just at this 
moment, Gwei Yung, one of the officers in 
attendance in the inner palace, came out, 
and was laid hold of by Fei Heung.' 

" Where is the scoundrel, Lew Kin?'* 
said the young man. " Quickly tell me, 
and I will spare your dog*s life ; but if you 
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do not Hpcak, I will not bear with you a 
moment/' With this he placed his spear 
l)oforo the throat of the eunuch, who 
iiHHtily suiid that Lew Kin was now in the 
Kasi^nourishiiig Palace. The other inquired 
t\w >x^y liNftdiii^ to it, which was no sooner 
{HMUUhI oui ihdU) he threw the eiinueh from 
him^ mh) «ih^UHXHl as upon wings along the 
l^lh t\\HowJ by his sister. Yui^ roUed 
^K^^ii cb< Ti4ir|>cs Itke ;i bttU^ bttt instantly 
tfTj^iiRiiirv^ &t.ti»^x:ïf ixçv. cuui wttxîiï hk conster- 
iMîtivw «^ ^i4x&t^ùie^ bs; cunclxided, after 
stwrtHwI c^ifevciotu. naac c&iî two must be 
çlW chfiîOEr^tt \}t* Chirt nmc You corne to 
;A¥^ii|^ tlîtîir tùclier. Ltr ieemed to him, 
howtîvtjr, chue tà^y ^vuuid îîiî mxsiUe to ré- 
siste thv' TtumiKr j(* rùtîtr cttitiuntîs^ and that 
riKÎr ^'vt '^iu^ uorti >ÀiiBt:uit- irhan their en- 
:iiUK:<« :iK '>>!»ctu*Hy oi :ii^ rmijîlùt inimsler 

>«^v»^ ^ .r%«itti^M|;>àti )ti àecermimîd to go 
^^^yi^^\ '«M». tvM^tt^^ l4w<ui|j;:Chuii with the 
-Hfixà «'«11. >^!^ li^ ^ <t)i'^ saine phm to 
y,s^^v av wo vtitttcc nft^ine- With tiîs 
H^. i..oa M inaasmci? i^ dm iNilai»» and 
ivo<v^sù. covrarriii ehe fcuaaâamn's^ KSfr- 
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By this time Bei Heung and his sister 
had run to the apartment mentioned, where 
his majesty and the crafty associâtes were 
«itting. When thèse observed the couple, 
fierce as wolves or tigers, with deep indig- 
nant countenances, and grasping weapons 
in their hands, they knew that they were 
corne with no good intention, and instantly 
tried to make their escape : but the young 
man holding fast his silver spear, rushed for- 
ward and raised his weapon without any dis- 
tinction of individuals ; his sister with two 
rods of Steel in her hands advancing along 
with him, to the great dismay of his ma- 
jesty and the villains, insomuch that their 
soûls departed, and their spirits were scat- 
tered abroad. 

Leaving their seats in confusion they ran 
round the pillars to escape the fury of the 
avengers, for Fei Heung no sooner re- 
cognised his enemies than rage came out 
of his heart, and courage was produced 
from his gall. As he pursued them, he 
pierced the back of Kùh Tae Yung with 
such strength that the point of his spear 
came out in front. Not content with this 
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W pcacked <Nit the speir, and pîerced his 
T3cdsi IL serand tîme in the back part of 
k^ 5«LxIl. so dut the blood gushed forth, 
josc tbf «3i:Dch feU down dead. When 
M^ Y«t «Tir tînt her brother had killed 
i> «liatT <o quicthr she came forward to 
^t{w*C5C irrt whi her two rods, lashing ail 
:5àK iKÇ* Mi Yirœ Shing unable to shun 
iîer r;i«wd ^ Kk^w upon his thigh, which 
OMî«%t V.ftr to Cinr oiut, and brought him to 
rie ctvîcoc ra jî stînmu on which the lady 
vVtjfc^mfox*^ î*«c:nc his skull with ail her 
:tt:^:09^^ <c lè^ tbe blood spouted forth 
^*:^5t «!<f xvCwcîT ocf an arrow, and his fore- 
SNKt ^«i jC^ ^sfutsbed to pièces. 

VSw^ pcvv«>î:njs threw his majesty, 
Vi^^ii Kxn. iïsî îie oahers into great terror, 
joisi^ K:jiT^:i^ $i;xvx>eded in gaining the inner 
^vjÙK^fv. tî^ev d:ï:t the door, and repaired to 
(Sr i^^i)f^e<v>4<i>w:i^xr to acquaint her with 
iW oîtv**ïïi^$t*nv>«^ On hearine them her 
u^k^$9y imuKvltiiDely ascended the Cloud- 
nMcKù^ jMillery. for the purpose of obser- 
v;itii.>n« »iul« ;ii$ :s;he had been told, fonnd 
^ y\nuVir hero and heiviine boiling with rage, 
wul u:iùn^ owry effort to get into the inner 
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palace. Raîsing her voice, she inquired 
who they were, and who had incited them 
to enter the palace, terrify his majesty, and 
murder the great officers. Was it that they 
did not know the laws ? The brother and 
sister had advanced with eager steps to the 
inner palace ; but having found the door 
fiimly shut, they were intending to break 
it open, when they were suddenly arrested 
by the voice. They lifted up their heads 
to see who it was, and no sooner saw a lady 
with a royal crown and robes than they 
knew it was the Queen-dowager, and knelt 
down upon the stairs. The brother then 
replied to her with a loud voice, saying, 
" Your mean servant, Fei Heung, has often 
enjoyed the impérial favour, and is the 
loyal descendant of loyal ancestors. How 
should I be unacquainted with the laws ? 
I am hère because I cannot live under the 
same heaven with the murderers of my 
father, and to avenge, moreover, the death 
of my mother who died of grief. My 
father was Chin Ting Yun, président of 
the board of war, and having under his 
jurisdiction the military affairs of ail the 



188 RAMBLES OF CHING TÏH. 

borders. It was in the course of his duty 
to lay ail the représentations which were 
forwarded to him before his majesty ; and 
what crime was he guilty of this morning 
in coming with one to the palace ? That 
cunning thief, Lew Kin, however, caused 
his teeth to be knocked out, so that my 
father, in a fury, dashed his head against 
the gâte and expired. When the servants 
brought home the news, it was plain that 
Lew Kin, in his grasping after the sole 
power, was deceiving the Emperor, and 
iiXJuring the loyal and virtuous ministers. 
My mother, unable to bear the intelligence, 
instantly burst into a rage and expired; 
and thus we, brother and sister, are left 
this day orphans, to become the victims 
of future calaniity. We think not, there- 
fore, of our perishing lives, but hâve 
corne boldly to the palace, searching for 
the crafty party, that we may avenge our 
fathen We ought, indeed, to die a thou- 
sand deaths for having terrified the sacred 
person ; but we eamestly beseech your 
majesty to send forth that crew of villains 
that we may exterminate them. Let us 
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but accomplish this, and though our bodies 
be afterwards chopped into ten thousand 
pièces with a thousand knîves, we shall 
meet death without regret/* 

The Queen replied to this speech, that 
in such a case they ought to hâve sent a 
représentation to the Emperor, and awaited 
his décision, instead of acting in the way 
they had donc. She moreover advised them 
to go home for a little, and she herself 
would settle the matter. In compliance 
with her advice the young man and his 
sister, after taking a ceremonious leave, 
departed ; but meeting with the bodies of 
their two victims, as they were on their 
way out of the palace, Fei Heung again 
raised his spear, and kept piercing them 
until he was înterrupted by the approach 
of a party of the body guard. Inâamed 
by the sight of the two great officers. Ma 
and Kûh, stretched upon the earth, thèse 
advanced to take him ; but the movement 
served to excite afresh the spirits of the 
bold pair, who beat down the soldiers on 
the right and left. 

In the midst of this struggle the high 
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iniardion, lifignr Chno. snived, alon? with 
thc eunucb who faaâ ^rone xo caH liim, and 
«mimeâ thf canibiitaii&. He tlieii in- 
ouireâ iiiniiite}T into "aie cause of the 
qoarrsL atiâ boviiç leamed fram Fei 
BuTTnr sue Mei Tes jîD xhe càmunstances 
liad cirxTiirreâ, lie arimà them 
rrx xr liesiàLe Thsmselvitf to some 
^ÙMre 71 SB^^ dierr Irves, for îf they 
-àipr woiild cteain no mercv. 



Trrrscgr, - j&nnriiieîarm] of vcrar ikther» 
KT I wîZ 3e» » i» raffin ; but be gone 



Tltae rv(? kaej; do^iu and with their 
àces on àe srvnzid tkmked him for his 
kzzïdzKs^ azid ÎBaedsixi^ nedivd. Assoon 
a$ they were scoe LeaK Choo prDceeded 
OD^iard, azid haTiK ordmd tbe palace 
gare to be opened obtahied an audience of 
tbe Emporor. After mqniring about his 
safety, he lepoited that tbe two indiTiduals 
had gone, and asked the reason of their 
entering the palace with such boldness. 
His majesty, however, without waiting to 
retum an answer, went hastily fbrth to 
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the apartment to see what had been done. 
Seeing the attendants groaning, some with 
their heads broken, and others with their 
feet wounded, and the bodies moreover of 
the two eunuchs who had been so cruelly 
put to death, he fell înto a great rage, and 
immediately commissioned Lew Kin to 
proceed with a thousand soldiers to the 
présidentes house, and put every member 
of his family, whether great or small, to 
death. At the same time he ordered the 
bodies of the two victims to be interred 
with the cérémonies peculiar to great 
officers. The minister being acquainted 
with thèse things, though he was anxious 
to plead for the ofFenders, yet felt that it 
would be difficult to défend them on ac- 
count of their own rashness and fury, 
whieh had led them to slay his majesty's 
favourites before his face, so greatly en- 
raging him. He consequently returned to 
his résidence, and contented himself with 
despatching one of his domestics to watch 
the future progress of the aflPair. In less 
than an hour, this messenger brought word 
that no traces of the young man and his 
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sister could be found, and that the eunuch 
had led back hîs troops to the palace with- 
out fînding a single person or thing in the 
house. Leang Choo on receiving this in- 
telligence was relîeved of his anxiety. The 
Queen-dowager having descended from 
the gallery, and seen the Emperor, told 
him that it was ail owing to Lew Kin*s 
fault that Chin Fei Heung and Mei Yen 
had committed such an outrage in the 
palace, and requested him to pardon them. 
Ching Tïh replied however that as they 
had behaved so fiercely as to endanger his 
own life — for which indeed he was in- 
debted only to his speedy retreat — if he 
dîd not punish their crime, he was afraid 
that others would follow their example. 
It was impossible therefore to pardon them ; 
and her majesty finding it difficult to reply 
to his reasoning, retired to her apartments. 
While this effort was being made on 
behalf of the hero and his sister, Lew 
Kin had proceeded to the résidence of 
Chin Ting Yun. Having first ordered the 
soldiers to surround the house, and then 
to break open the door, he advaneed to 
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the middle hall ; but as he found no traces 
of any one there, he sent some of the 
soldiers forward to the inner apartments 
to search in every place. Thèse however 
ail came out empty-handed, without having 
met with a single thing, and kneeling down 
reported that though they had carefully 
searched in accordance with his orders, not 
one individual was to be seen. As they 
did not know where the people had gone 
to, they requested his further orders. 

The eunuch at this gnashed his teeth 
and stamped his foot, but there was no 
help for it. Persuaded that the whole 
family had effected their escape, he could 
only return to the court and inform the 
Emperor. At the same time he besought 
his majesty to despatch a party in pursuit, 
and accordingly immédiate orders were 
given to Tseaou Fang, the high guardian 
of the crown prince, to set out from the 
capital, and to pursue after those traitors 
without intermission, day or night. At 
the same time he ordered likenesses to be 
drawn of both the ofFenders, which were 
instantly engraved in wood, and copies 
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CHAR X. 

" The hero's is no little sphère : 

The wide world is his dower, 
As the arbutus in every place 

Puts forth the same brîght flower. 
The city's pleasant jojs no more 

On Heung and Mei Yen smile : 
Yet gaily mid the mountains, they 

The passing days beguile." 

Though Fei Heung and his sister were 
flying from the capital, they had no par- 
ticular place in view to which they might 
retire. Being afraid moreover that the 
eunuchs would despatch a party in pur- 
suit of them, they were reduced to no 
little perplexity, when Mei Yen observed 
that they had better go to Hoo Nan for 
the présent, to their mother's brother, and 
there décide about their future movements. 
Her brother having expressed his consent, 
they bent their steps towards that pro- 
vince. When they drew near, however, 
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roUing on the ground, so that as soon as 
they recovered their legs they made the 
best of their way back to the mountaiiié 
In thèse circumstances their captain ex- 
claimed, "Where were my eyes that I 
could not know the T'ae mountain? I 
beseech your heroship to spare my life I " 
Fei Heung on this granted his request, on 
condition that he should speedily ascend 
the mountain, and tell his commander to 
corne down and maintain a trial of strength 
with himself. 

T'ëë Ken instantly arose, and ran to- 
wards the mountain. He proceeded with- 
out stopping to the " gold-dividing porch/' 
and beat the hall drum till he had brought 
out the commander, Wan Jin Teih, and 
his sister, Sew Chun, to see what was the 
matter. He then knelt down, and gave a 
true account of what had occurred, con- 
cluding by saying, " He spared my life, 
charging me to retum to the mountain 
and report to your excellency that if you 
were a man of ability you should descend 
and try your strength with his.'* Wan Jin 
Teih instantly donned his armour, and 
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taking a bright-mounted knîfe in hîs hand, 
summoned his foUowers to descend the 
hill along with him, and take the braggart. 
At the same time he fired three signal- 
guns, and commenced his descent. No 
sooner was he gone than his sister, fearing 
he might hâve the worst, armed herself, 
mounted on horseback, and foUowed with 
a trusty blade to his assistance. 

By this time the two fugitives had com- 
menced their route afresh ; but hearing 
the signal-guns behind them they looked 
round, and saw a number of people, some 
on horseback, in pursuit of them. On 
this they drew to one side of the road, 
where the "brother stood with his spear 
ready for a conflict. **Who are you," 
shouted Wan Jin Teih, " who hâve dared 
me to the combat ? Quickly déclare your 
name, and receive death." ** Since you 
hâve the courage," cried the other, in as 
fierce a tone, ** let us fîght. What matter 
names ? " 

At thèse words the robber-chief, in a 
great passion, raised his knife, and aimed 
a blow at the face of his antagonist, who 
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warded it oflp with hîs spear. The two 
men then threw into the combat ail the 
energy of their heroîc spîrîts, and main- 
tained a desperate struggle. They closed 
more than ten times without either getting 
the better, but at last Fei Heung, pre- 
tending to offer his enemy an advantage, 
by means of a movement like that which a 
falling horseman practises, whisked off the 
helmet of the other. Jin Teîh îmme- 
diately wheeled round his horse and rode 
off, but Heung kept close at hîs heels. At 
this moment Sew Chun came up to the 
assistance of her brôther, which was no 
sooner perceived by Mei Yen than she ad- 
vanced to oppose her, brandishing her two 
rods. While thèse two were maintaining 
a violent and equal contest, Jin Teih, 
alarmed by the near approach of his anta- 
gonist, drew his bow from its case, and dis- 
charged an arrow at him. The hero, 
however, escaped this by slipping on one 
side, and at the same time he made a blow 
with his spear which hit the other's horse 
on the foreleg, so that the animal in a 
fright threw its rider on the ground. 
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Heung înstantly approached and raised 
hîiïi up, requestîng that he would pardon 
him for his oflPence. The other, surprised 
at such conduct, behaved wîth equal po- 
lîteness, and retumed thanks for his lîfe. 
While they were thus talkîng they ob- 
served their sîsters engaged in a close and 
fierce struggle, and advanced and separated 
the two heroines. 

This donc, Wan Jîn Teih observed to 
the other, " May I be so bold as to ask 
your high sumame and name, and that 
you will tell me partîcularly the reasons of 
your coming hère ? " Feî Heung told him 
at once ail the preceding circumstances, 
on hearing which the robber apologised for 
the disrespect which he had shown them 
in ignorance of their quality, and further 
inquired whither they were proceeding. 

" We are now going," said the hero, 
" to Hoo Nan, to remain concealed in the 
house of my mother's brother, Yëë Chang 
Chun." 

" But since you committed such an out- 
rage in the palace," replied Jin Teih, 
"and killed those great officers, Lew Kin 
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will certainly request his majesty to hâve 
your likenesses drawn, and despatehed to 
every province, in order to secure your 
appréhension. You now wish to go to 
your uncle's expecting to find an asylum, 
but, since his domesties and attendants are 
many, should it once get out that you are 
there, what will be the conséquences ? '* 

" Things being as they are,'' said He- 
ung with a sigh, ** I can think of no plan, 
but must await the détermination of 
Heaven/' And having thus spoken he was 
dissolved in tears. 

Jin Teih was fiUed with pity, especially 
when he considered his youth and hero- 
ism. Revolving the subject in his mind," 
he observed, " I hâve one thing to sug- 
gest, but know not whether it will please 
you." 

" Let me request you,*' answered the- 
young man, " to speak it out." 

Thus encouraged, Teih proceeded to 
unfold his views. "When I observe," 
said he, "your youth and heroism, my 
révérence is raised to the highest pîtch, 
and I feel désirons of contracting an alli- 
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cvery quarter a number of heroic spirits, 
to redress the wrongs and piinish the in- 
juries of the common people. And noiv 
when I leamed from your account that 
yoii are in a similar condition to mysclf, 
I was anxious that at a future time we 
should unité our strength to extcrminate 
that horde of rogues ; thus avenging our 
parents, and relieving our pent-up wrath. 
pas on this account that I ventured to 
1 tliosehigh hopes. If you do not rqect 
■oposal, but eontract with me as your 
Wier, and form an alliance for Hfe and 
[oatli, I shall be content to follow you 
hy leader." 
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ance with vou for life and death, so that 
we can remain together coUecting soldiers 
and horses, till some movement of the vil- 
lanous euQuchs afford us an opportunity 
of aveuging your father. Does this plan 
meet vour views ?" " It a£Pords me," re- 
plied his friend, "incontestable évidence 
of your regard, in securing which I am 
exceedingly fortuuate ; only I can never 
play the part of a robber. Excuse me, 
and tell me your honourable surname and 
name, that I may treasure them in my 
niemory. Perhaps another day I shall 
find occasion to inquire after you." 

" You are in a mistake," rejoined Lin 
Teih, " my sister and I hâve not without 
reason betaken ourselves to this sylvan 
trade. My father was attached to the 
court, and. having a différence with those 
villains, was slandered and injured by 
them, on which I made my way to this 
lofty mountain, and assumed the name and 
position of a chief : but, though we take 
purses, we are regulated by principle, and 
permit no improper murder. My real ob- 
ject indeed is to collect around me from 
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every quarter a number of heroic spirîts, 
to redress the wrongs and punîsh the in- 
juries of the common people. And now 
when I leamed from your account that 
you are in a similar condition to myself, 
I was anxious that at a future time we 
should unité our strength to exterminate 
that horde of rogues ; thus avenging our 
parents, and relieving our pent-up wrath. 
It was on this account that I ventured to 
form those high hopes. If you do not reject 
my proposai, but contract with me as your 
brother, and form an alliance for life and 
for death, I shall be content to follow you 
as my leader." 

When Fei Heung perceived from the 
preceding narrative that Wan Jin Teih 
was, like himself, the child of a faithful 
minister, and was moreover the subject of 
similar wrongs, he instantly complied with 
his proposai, inquiring at the same time his 
surname and name, which the other in- 
stantly announced, as well as those of his 
sister. FuU of joy at Heung*s compliance, 
he also ordered his band forthwith to lead 
the way back to the mountain. He him- 
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self took the hand of his new friend, and 
proceeded with him to the "gold-divid- 
ing porch.'* There they sat down in 
Company with the two ladies, and after 
they had partaken of some fragrant tea, 
Teih recommenced the former subject by 
asking Fei Heung*s âge, who apologised 
for not having put a similar question to 
him, and added that he had vainly passed 
through twenty years. " So young," said 
. the other, " and y et so heroic, y ou make 
me ashamed that I am four years your 
elder. In sooth I am like the worthless 
Choo Leihkua, devoid of the least ability." 
On hearing his seniority Heung paid 
him the respect due to an elder brother, 
and yielded him the upper seat. They then 
gave orders that the incense table should 
be prepared ; and having both lighted the 
candies and bumed incense, they went 
forth to the open air, and having paid 
homage to the gods, invoked their pré- 
sence. They then pledged to each other 
the affections of brothers, and swore that 
nothing should be permitted to disturb 
their harmony. This done, they retumed 
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to theîr seats, when the two ladies drew 
near and paid theîr respects. 

Sew Chun then smiled and opened her 
peachy lips. " I also/' said she, " wish 
to contract a sîstership with this lady, and 
only waît for the approbation of our bro- 
thers, and her assent to my désire/' At 
thèse words Mei Yen smiled, observing, 
that it would be the height of her good 
fortune to be allowed continually to wait 
upon her, but as to speaking about con- 
tracting as sister, she was ashamed that she 
was altogether unworthy of the honour. 
Jin Teih, however, interrupted her, say- 
ing, " Young lady, don't be so modest. 
The events of this day must be ascribed 
to the overruling providence of Heaven. 
You must not deny my sister's proposai/' 
Having spoken thus, he ordered them both 
to bum incense, and to form their alliance 
in the face of heaven. The two ladies ac- 
cordingly, having first kneit to the gods, 
asked one another's âge, and Sew Chun, 
proving to be one year the elder, was ho- 
noured by Yen with the due observances, 
and the engagement contracted. 
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Chow, of Keang Nan province, bearing 
the sumame and name of Chow Yung. 
His father Chow Yung foUowed the trade 
of a merchant to the capital, and therefore 
removed with ail his house to the neigh- 
bourhood, and settled in Fung Jun hêên. 
Unfortunately for his family he died in 
the second year of Ching Tih, and the 
lîttle money that he left being consumed 
by the expenses of his burial, his wife aiid 
son were left in a very destitute condition. 
Being moreover without friends to help 
them, Chow Yung was compelled to adopt 
the calling of a wood-cutter in order to get 
their livelihood. Every moment of leisure, 
however, was devoted to archery and horse- 
manship, to which he was vehemently 
devoted. The conséquence was, that he 
made himself master of eighteen military 
arts, and was himself able to overcome ten 
thousand men. 

The same year that the events above 
narrated concerning Fei Heung and his 
sister took place, the mother fell sick and 
died. Yung was exceedingly distressed 
by the event j and, to add to his sorrow, 
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he was not possessed of a single cash ; so 
that the only way in which he could obtain 
a little money to defray the expansé of a 
cofEn and other things, was by exposing 
the articles of his household furniture to 
sale in the street. He could not restraîn 
his grief at the thought of such a pro- 
ceeding, and wept bitterly by his mother's 
corpse. After a while, however, he dried 
his tears, and proceeded to the market- 
place. 

We must now introduce another résident 
of the same héén, a strong man, with the 
surname and name of Kin Tô Gaou. After 
the death of his parents he had married a 
wife of the surname of Wang. Being 
poor he kept cows for a livelihood. His 
wife and he were very fond of e^ch other, 
and both of them well skilled in ail martial 
exercises. 

The same day that Chow Yung went to 
sell his furniture, Tô Gaou was feeding 
his cattle on the brow of the Gea Hae 
hill, when he saw a man with the most 
sorrowful aspect passing by in front of him 
with great haste, and let fall something 
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from his person. Tô instantly approached 
and picked up the article, which proved to 
be a bundle of money amounting to about 
three taels. Having deposîted it in his 
breast, he said to himself, " That man 
passed by as if he were flying : he must 
be on some important urgent business. 
Whence he got this money I cannot tell ; 
but I had better wait hère till he comes 
back seeking it, and then inquire about 
the circumstances and give it him back." 
Leaving Tô Gaou in the road, we 
again take up the history of Chow Yung, 
who had sold his fumiture in the market- 
place for three taels and five cash. When 
he had got the money he returned with 
ail speed to his home, to arrange the busi- 
ness of the burial, but in putting his hand 
mto his breast to take out the money it 
was gone. He felt again and again, but it 
was not to be found. His face tumed the 
colour of earth with fright, and he fell 
down on the ground in a swoon, his body 
bereft of its guiding lord. " Without mo- 
ney,*' says the Shoo King, " there is no 
means of pleasure." The ancients ail had 
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need of ît, and how should Chow Yung be 
an exception to their rule ? In the course 
of about ten minutes the swoon left him ; 
on which he burst into a flood of tears, 
and then tried to recollect where he had 
lost the money. Unable to do this, with 
the traces of his tears upon his face, and in 
a most sorrowful condition, he retraced his 
steps, seeking for it. Ail along the front 
of the mountain he searched with the 
utmost care,. and proceeded back to the 
market-place. Thence he retumed to the 
foot of the hill, exceedingly distressed 
with his exertions in running from one 
side to the other. Tô Gaou, seeing his 
hurried manner, approached and asked 
what he had lost that occasioned him so 
much anxiety and searching. The poor 
man, at this question, acquainted the other 
with his condition and loss, asking him in 
conclusion, whether such a combination of 
calamities were not sufEcient to kill him ; 
and, when his narration was ended, he 
could not restrain a burst of weeping. On 
this Tô Gaou said to him, " Assuage your 
grief, for this money was picked up by me ; 
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ând since you are in such distress I in- 
stantly return it." With thèse words he 
returned him the money just as it had been 
lost. Chow Yuiig was overcome wîth grati- 
tude, and inquired the surname and name 
of his benefactor ; " for," said he, " I shall 
treasure them in my memory, and hereafter 
display the extent of my gratitude." ** So 
little a thing," replied Tô Gaou, " is not 
worth being talked about." He answered 
his inquiries, however, and put similar 
on%s to him ; and aiso concerning his rési- 
dence. Yung informed him on ail thèse 
points ; and added, that though his body 
were torn in pièces in his service it would 
not be enough to reward such righteous- 
ness as had been exhibited to him ; but if 
he should ever be favoured by fortune 
hereafter, he would return and express his 
thanks. Struck with his filial piety, and 
moreover having heard before of his heroic 
spirit, Tô Gaou was désirons to contract a 
friendship with him, and observed, " Since 
your mother is dead, I will come myself 
to-morrow and mourn for her." ** I am 
indebted," replied Yung, " for your kind- 
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ness, but dare not put y ou to so much 
trouble." With thèse words he took hîs 
leave, and went to buy a coffin, and get 
ready some elothes ; after which he re- 
tumed home and set about the business of 
the burial. 

The day after Tô Gaou came to him 
with a gift, and remained for some time 
condoling with hîm. This made Yung 
grateful, and impressed his kindness more 
deeply on his memory, so that when the 
funeral was over he paid him one day 
a visit. " Your kindness," saîd Yung, 
** reaehing even to my mother, cannot be 
forgotten through the lapse of âges. I 
hâve ventured to form the désire to eon- 
tract an alliance with you which death 
shall not be able to dissolve. What are 
the views of your honour on the subject?" 

Tô Gaou was delighted with the pro- 
posai, on which they inquired each other*s 
âge. Gaou being twenty-eight, and Yung 
no more than twenty-three, the former 
received the honours due to the elder. 
After this they knelt, he on the left and 
Yung on the right, and worshipped in the 
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face of heaven, while the latter declared 
theîr engagement in the folio wing terms : — 

" I hère, Chow Yung, and my senior 
kin, engage by oath to be devoted bro- 
thers. Though our surnames be not the 
same, we shall be to one another as if we 
were children of one mother. Our friend- 
ship is for no purpose of wickedness or for 
mutual aîd in crime, but the resolute in- 
tention of us both is to delight in justice, 
and not give way to feelings of unrighteous- 
ness. We shall encourage each other to 
what is good, and wam each other from 
what is evil. Hereafter, should we fînd 
our way to the court, we shall together 
become pillars of the empire, that we may 
leave a fragrant mémorial for the historian, 
and our names be together exhibited to 
the nation. Should riches and honour 
fall in future to the lot of either of us, he 
shall share the glory with the other. If 
either be false to this agreement, may the 
gods mark him ! " 

Having fînished their worship, they arose 
and conversed together again for a while, 
after which they bowed to each other and 



164 RAMBLES OF CHING TÏH. 

separated. Two days after Chow Yung 
came to his friend's, and ascended the hall 
in order to pay his respects to Wang as his 
sister-in-law. The lady, however, would not 
receive his homage, but only his affection. 
From this time the two men maintained 
a constant intercourse, as close and con- 
fîdential as glue with varnish. Their views 
and feelings were the same, without dis- 
tinction of meum and tuum : perfect una- 
nimity also characterised their conversa- 
tions, which turned generally on military 
matters and heroes. 

" When least he hoped, he found a helping friend ; 
That meeting unforeseen made two hearts one." 
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" Wretch îs the man, who, gainîng fortunées height, 

Rejects the wife that cheer*d him in his toil, 
Or shuns the friend who bore with him the weight 

Of pinching want, mid honour's brilliant spoil. 
The name of Siing Hung envy does not soil ; 

Its brightening famé descends to présent days; 
But had he put away his wife, whose smile 

Blessed his hard fare, and smoothed his thorny ways, 
He would not now be hailed with men's resounding 
praise." 

We must now for a time leave thèse two 
attached friends, amid their constant inter- 
course, and turn ourselves again to Tseaou 
Fang. That individual, as we hâve related, 
left the capital with a party of soldiers in 
pursuit of Fei Heung and Mei Yen. Being 
anxious to obtain the merit of capturing 
them, he was unwilling to abandon the 
pursuit, but continued it to the distance of 
eighty le from the capital, when he reached 
the Gea Hae Hill in Tung Jun hêên, on 
the borders of Shing King. Hère was a 
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plaîn from which the road diverged on the 
right and on the left, without a single tree 
to afFord one any shelter. Unable to con- 
ceive where the two fugitives could be 
concealed, and perceiving that it would 
be vain to pursue them any further, he 
issued orders to the soldiers to take advan- 
tage of the open ground, and give the 
signal to hait and prépare their food. 

While they were thus engaged, To Gaou 
happened to be conducting his cattle to a 
fîeld in the vicinity, with the intention of 
proceeding afterwards to Chow Yung's. 
The animais, however, were frightened at 
the noise of the signal-guns, and two of 
them, further startled by the crowd of men 
and horses, broke the ropes by which they 
were held, and ran right among the troops. 
The men in a fright ran out of the way in 
every direction, and commenced revilingTô 
Gaou, who, on his part, came quickly for- 
ward, and taking first the one ox and then 
the other by the horns, held them fast, and 
led them back to a tree, where he bound 
them. Tseaou Fang was on horseback at 
the time, and perceived the boldness and 
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the strength which thus held separate two 
oxen. Pleased with the sight, he ordered 
the man to eall the cattle-keeper to his pré- 
sence. Tô Gaou, on receiving the message, 
came forward and knelt on the ground, 
when the gênerai, complimenting him on 
his strength, asked his sumame and name, 
and how he happened to be résident in 
that place. Gaou told him his name, add- 
ing that he was a native of that district, 
that both his parents were dead, and that, 
prevented by his poverty from following 
any trade, he was obliged to keep cattle 
for his livelihood. He then entreated 
pardon on account of the alarm which his 
oxen had occasioned among the soldiers, but 
Tseaou Fang said that no ofFence could be 
taken from the senseless animais, and asked 
him whether he was acquainted with mili- 
tary arts. Gaou replied that he had some 
knowledge of every one of them, on which 
the other asked why he did not enter the 
army, seeing that he was endowed with 
such abilities. He would there be sup- 
ported, and his talents would not be hid. 
The other, how^ver, replied that he was so 



168 RAMBLES OF CHING TIH. 

poor that nobody would put him foi'ward. 
Fang upon this surveyed his person care- 
fuUy, and perceiving that he was indeed a 
strong and tall fellow^ he resolved, as Lew 
Kîn at that time had no attendants of 
valour, to take him back with him, and 
présent him to the eunuch ; for, if he 
proved worthy of employment, his strength 
would render him a valuable assistant. He 
said, therefore, to the herdsman, ** Suppose 
I should wish to take you with me to the 
capital, where you could display your merit 
and make your fortune, would you be will- 
ing to go with me ?" 

" My desires," said Gaou, " are for 
glory, and to transmit a bright famé to 
posterity : and now that I get your honour's 
assistance, such fortune is enough for three 
lives. How should I not go with you?" 
" This being the case," rejoined the 
gênerai, *'let us at once commence our 
march." 

To Gaou at thèse words knelt with his 
face to the earth, but said, ** Thèse cattle 
I must first retum to their owner ; after- 
wards I will foUow you, and carry your 
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whîp, Let me beseech your honour to 
advance slowly with your dragon steed, 
and I will soon overt^ke you." 

To this Tseaou Fang assented, and com- 
manded his soldîers to commence their 
jnarch back, which they did at a very lei- 
surely pace. In the mean tîme Gaou 
returned with the cattle to his house, and 
acquainted his wîfe with what had occurred. 
He told her to drive the cattle -to their 
pen, and charged her very carefully to 
guard her person, and keep close to the 
house ; ".for," said he, ** if I meet with 
good fortune, I shall send a man to come 
and bring you to me, that we may to- 
gether enjoy the glory and splendour." 

This speech of her husband fiUed Wang 
with joy, " When you are gone," said she, 
"the great object which you should keep 
in view is to maintain your character and 
shun dissolute pleasures. I shall manage 
hère very well, so that you need not make 
yourself anxious about me. I hope you 
will obtain the favour of his majesty, so 
as speedily to send me tidings of good, 
and relieve my anxious feelings. Do 
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not reject the wife of yonr poverty." Thèse 
advices she repeated again and again, and 
then accompanied him to the door, where 
they separated. 

After bidding hîs wife farewell, Tô Gaou 
bent his steps to Chow Yung^s, and ac- 
quainted him with the circumstances which 
we hâve related above. The sorrow of his 
brother was converted înto joy by the in- 
telligence. " I hope," said he, " you will 
soon become knowTi to the court, and so 
comfort my heart. I shall remain hère, 
beating my cap with the most eager hopes 
of your recommendation." To this Gaou 
replied, that should he fînd fortune favour- 
able, he would certainly send for him. As 
the great man was waiting, however, he 
could not remain longer with him, and 
after paying homage to the spirit of his 
friend's mother, he took his leave, and 
commenced his joumey in great haste. 

When he had come up with the party, 
he approached the commanderas horse, and 
again did him révérence, after which he 
foUowed to the capital. On reaching the 
city, Tseaou Fang gave ordefs that the 
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troops should encamp, while he himself 
entered the palace to gîve a report of the 
expédition. This done he conducted Tô 
Gaou to see Lew Kin, and then retumed 
with him to his own résidence. There he 
ordered him during the day time to prac- 
tise military arts, and at night to study 
books on war; and in this occupation we 
miist leave him for a time. 

The same year in which thèse things 
took place there was an unfriendly move- 
ment in the foreign and tributary nation 
of Ton Kin. Woo Lan Hô Ta, the 
barbarian monarch of that state, had 
heard that the young sovereign of China 
had since his accession reposed his confi- 
dence only in some slanderous officers, and 
that the faithful mînisters had applied for 
their dismissal from the court. When the 
time of paying his tribute drew near 
therefore, he felt inclined to raise soldiers 
and make an incursion into the Chinese 
borders, but before commencing the ex- 
pédition he summoned ail his great ofEcers 
to a conférence in his palace. After thèse 
had ail rendered to him their homage, they 
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înquired what business his majesty had îil 
view that he had called them ail together. 

" I hâve heard," said the barbarîan, 
** that Ching Tïh of the celestial court îs 
cruel and oppressive to his faithful officers, 
so that his empire is now devoid of gênerais 
of valour. I am therefore désirons to 
attack him, and take possession of that 
central flowery land. But what think you, 
my nobles, about it ? " 

On this the prime minister Hô La Tsing 
A advanced and said, ** The plan is not 
good. Although the young sovereign has 
no right principles of government, and 
reposes his confidence in those crafty 
ministers, there are still Leang Choo and 
Le Tung Yang conducting the adminis- 
tration. The borders moreover are under 
the care of Yang Yïh Ts'ing. If war be 
once commenced, the conséquences will not 
be small. In my humble opinion our best 
plan will be to take one of our dragon^ 
fighting horses, enclose him in an iron 
cage, and send him along with the cloud- 
girdle and the stream-calling veils, by the 
hands of two messengers, as our tribute. 
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We may then inform the lEmperor and his 
ministers, that if they can overcome that 
horse and reduce him to obédience, we 
shall send our tribute every year ; but if 
they are unable to vanquish him, they 
must equally divide the border territory 
with us. If they do not comply with this 
request, it will not be too late for us to 
make war upon them. I pray your majesty 
to listen to thèse statements/' 

The barbarian monarch was delighted, 
and his dragon countenance was radiant 
with pleasure. He signified his approba- 
tion of the proposed measures, and in- 
stantly commanded two officers of différent 
rank to proceed to the impérial court with 
the articles of tribute, under a guard of 
two hundred well-trained soldiers. He 
further ordered them to set out that very 
day, and to watch with care the move- 
ments of the Emperor and his ministers. 

The two men received their commission, 
prepared the articles of tribute, and the 
same day, escorted as proposed, left the 
barbarian territories, and took their route 
directly to the celestial court. Marching 
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in the day, and resting at night, they 
reached the capital in course of time. 
Hère their advance was stopped by the 
interposition of some troops, who received 
their letters, and conveyed them to the 
office of the Six Boards. Orders were hère 
given that a port-house should be prepared 
for the résidence of the ambassadors, while 
their escort was confined to a certain place, 
with a guard to keep watch over it, and 
prevent any suspicions movements. Thèse 
things settled, the officers of the board 
proceeded in a body with the letters to the 
palace in order to lay them before the 
Emperor. His majesty ordered that the 
officers, civil and military, should be ac- 
quainted with the arrivai of the embassy, 
and that they should repair next day to 
the hall of audience. Accordingly next 
day ail appeared at the golden gâte, wheu 
indeed they found the Emperor descend^ 
ing to the court, with the royal incense 
floating, the great fan outspread, and pipes 
and flûtes ail sounding. When they had 
paid their homage and taken their places 
in their respective ranks, his majesty issued 
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his sîlken sounds> and commanded the 
crier to summon the ambassadors to his 
présence. On receiving this order, the 
two men came quickly forward, pay- 
ing their homage to him as the Lord of 
ten thousand Years. His majesty told 
them to cease their motions, and then 
asked for a true statement of the reasons 
for which they had come. The ambas- 
sadors replied that they had corne for two 
reasons; first, to inquire about his majesty 's 
welfare, and secondly to présent him as 
tribute two precious veils. At his request 
thèse articles wejre then handed to the 
throne by the attendants, and his majesty 
asked their properties and names. The 
men on this knelt down before him and 
said, ** The red one is called the * cloud- 
girdle/ If a man wrap this round his 
head, he will be able to fly. The white 
one is calIed the * river caller,* for with it 
a man may call water enough to form a 
long river ; and then by repeating the 
words of a charm, he can walk and ruu 
upon the surface. Such being their 
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qualities, they are worthy to be termed 
pearls for a feast." 

His majesty's countenance expressed the 
liveliest joy at this account, when the am- 
bassadors ordered the * dragon-contendîng* 
horse to be carrîed into the hall. Ching 
Tïh surveyed the animal, and observing 
his eyes bright as lightning, his long teeth 
sharp as swords, his parti-coloured skin, 
and his claws as strong as iron, and his 
whole appearance very fierce and danger- 
ous, he inquired for what purpose they had 
brought him there. At this question one 
of thein produced a letter from his sleéve 
and presented it. Its perusal threw the 
young monarch into great consternation, 
and made him lose his colour. He handed 
it to an attendant, charging him to take 
care of it, and then dismissed the assembly, 
giving orders to the ambassadors to retum 
to the port-house. He himself moved his 
sleeves and retumed to the palace, whither 
he was foUowed by the mînisters, to ascer- 
tain the cause of this strange procédure. 
As soon as they had signified their object, 
he showed them the letter, after reading 
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which they looked each other in the face, 
without suggesting any plan. The Empe-» 
ror was exceedingly downcast, and said to 
them, " I observed the beast was very 
fierce, and cannot be subdued by a person 
of ordinary strength. At présent there is 
no indivîdual of sufficient daring for such 
a fight in the court ; and my best plan 
will be to issue a proclamation summoning 
hither ail soldiers of ability. How does 
this seem to my nobles ? '* 

The high guardian of the Emperor, 
Leang Choo, on this advanced from his 
rank and said, " The plan is not good, for 
the foreigners are come hère merely to spy 
out our land. If none of the officèrs, civil 
or military, can vanquish this animal, but 
it is necessary to issue a proclamation for 
a compétent person to engage him, such a 
proceeding will make us ridiculous to their 
nation. Your majesty had better transmit 
your will to ail the officèrs, that if any 
member of their families, whether one of 
their children or servants, can overcôme 
the dragon-horse, you will in the first place 
bestow on him the rank of a Tsin Sze, 
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and after the victory give him other re- 
wards. In this way there will be certainly 
foimd proper persons for the business. 

Ching Tïh approved of this proposai, 

and accordingly signified his will that the 

vanquisher of the beast should be promoted 

to the dignity of a great gênerai, and receive 

from the Emperor's hands the "water-call- 

ing*' veil, while he might in the first place 

appear before his majesty in the arena with 

the garb of a military graduate of the 

second rank. No sooner did this decree 

corne down than Le Hung, président of the 

Board of Revenue, entered to recommend 

his son Le Tsze Keang as being thoroughly 

skilled in military arts, and a fit match for 

the fierce animal. Tseaou Fang also ad» 

vanced from his rank and stated that he 

had a valiant foUower named Kin Tô 

Gaou, who was strong enough to resist ten 

thousand men, and could vanquish the 

horse. 

His majesty's countenance showed the 
delight which he felt at thèse announce- 
ments, and he ordered the two nobles to 
bring the individuels to the arena next day. 
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and waît his orders ; and thîs adjusted, the 
officers retired, and retumed home. 

Tseaou Fang instantly reported the bu- 
siness to Tô Gaou, who prepared his spirits 
for the conflict, Next day he armed him- 
self and followed Fang to the arena, where 
they found Le Hung and his son waiting 
for orders. His majesty then commanded 
the Board of War to station in the arena 
two thousand horse guards in order to 
magnify the spectacle. This done, he 
summoned the impérial guard to get ready 
his chariot» mounted it, and proceeded to 
the spot. 

" When forttine frowns, fine gold doth lose its sheen ; 
But when she smiles, old îron is passîng brîght.'* 
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^"^îx lie Enijercr reached the arena he 
iiioàl lîie :L^:^:e^!^ :£ bocK classes, and the 
r*-: ze^ fïnerxlîv Kttt ind Le, waîtiDg for 
]L:s jcier^î^ Afrer ihev ira«i offèred their 
iijcia;^^. 2e icL'i. rheni ail to rise up and 
sTiZvi :c: :ce >:cc, on whîch he ordered 
r?re ir:i;£^:c:-h:rïe co be brought forward, 
ind :?iç f:rçîc!i ambassadors to corne to 
b:< rrt'îsrïivt?. The rnro men instantlv re- 
spoadevl :o :îie sursimons and paid their 
hoiua^re* when hîs majesty addressed them, 
sayîus:* "• Your sovereign despises the cen- 
tral kiu^oni as beins: devoid of men. But 
stand you on one sîde, and see the majesty 
of our celestial court,** On this he com- 
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manded the horse to be let out, and Le 
Tsze Keang to advance and attack it. The 
young man had hardly received the order, 
when he saw the animal as soon as. it got 
out of its iron cage, fierce as a tiger, ad- 
vance upon him with a roar, aiming at his 
face. He roused his spirits, however, for 
the combat, but the strength of the horse 
was great. Keang could not resist it, and 
was rolled on the ground by a cufF from 
one of its fore-feet to the distance of several 
cubits. The beast then raised its head, 
and jumped eagerly forward in pursuit of 
him, anxious to take his life. The man 
fortunately made a speedy escape, for had 
he been a moment later his life must hâve 
been lost» 

The sight of this roused To Gaou into 
a great rage, He rushed forward, and 
putting forth the strength with which he 
had grasped the oxen, he seized the animal, 
and held it fast by one of its hind-legs, in 
spite of ail its pushing and tearing. He 
then threw ail his strength into a single 
blow upon its thigh, and struck it down iu 
an instant. The next moment he drew 
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out from his back a couple of steel rods, 
when the beast» by an exertion of its tiger 
strength, sprang up, and flew at him as 
before with its claws. The hero, however, 
raised the rods, and gave ît several blows, 
so that it fell to the earth unable to tum 
or move, Thinking ît was dead, he had 
partly turned, and was about to report hîs 
success to the Emperor, when the créature 
stîrred îtself, and made another effort to 
rise. Gaou at this turned round with his 
brandished rods, and was about to strike 
it, but he observed its fore-legs bendîng 
down, and its head stooping to the ground, 
with an appearance of terror and submission. 
At this sight he said to it in a fierce tone, 
" If y ou are submitting to me, you must 
foUow me to the golden présence, and pay 
homage to the sacred Emperor." The 
horse instantly followed him, and knelt 
down along with him. The Emperor*s 
countenance expressed the liveliest joy, 
and he created the hero on the spot " the 
beast-subduing gênerai," giving him at the 
same time a peacock's feather and ^Hhe 
fountain-calling" veil, and telling him to 
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stand up* The victor accordingly returned 
thanks for the royal favours, and stood up, 
but the hori^e remaîned motionless by hîs 
sîde. 

His majesty now ordered the messengers 
to come forward, and addressed them in 
language of strong reproof. " You, bar- 
barians/* said he, " are very bold, and de- 
spise the celestxal court. Right were ît 
that I beheaded you to satisfy my wrath ; 
but the crime is not yours, and therefore 
I will pardon you to show you my gene- 
rosity. Return, and tell your barbarous 
lord to appear in our court every year with 
tribute. If he create any trouble I will 
reduce your country to a désert/* With 
thèse words he ordered his guards to take 
the men, and give them each forty stripes, 
and then drive them away to their own 
country. 

When thîs sentence had been executed, 
the messengers went with cowering heads, 
like ratSi out of the city, and proceeded on 
their return with their escort. 

In the mean time the Emperor ordered 
his guards to conduct his carriage back to 
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the palace. There he gave a great feast 
to ail the officers in the "apartment for 
nourishing ease/' when, after the wine had 
eirculated several times, Tseaou Fang left 
the table, and addressed hîs majesty, say- 
ing, ** Your servant has a daughter named 
Hing Jung, who is just marriageable, but 
has not yet been engaged. As I see that 
the beast-subduing gênerai îs young and 
heroic, I wish to hâve him for my son-in- 
law, and pray your majesty to conduct the 
matter for your humble servant." Being 
thus appealed to Ching Tïh înstantly 
ealled to To Gaou, and asked whether 
he was married or not, for that Tseaou 
Fang wanted to bestow his daughter on 
him, and he would know the générales own 
wishes. Gaou revolved the matter in his 
mind. Fang, thought he, is my benefactor, 
and his good-will is most conspicuous in 
his ofFer to marry his daughter to me. If 
I do not assent to the proposai he will 
eherish resentment. He is moreover in 
important office, and on very good terms 
with Lew Kin. The Emperor acts too as 
mediator for him. If I incense him, the 
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conséquences will be bad» My best plan 
will be to assent in the mean time, planning 
for wealth and honours in the first place, 
and afterwards providing for future emer- 
gencies. Having formed this resolution 
he left the feast, and said, " Although I 
am not married, yet sînce parties ought to 
be equally matched I am afraid my mean- 
ness will disgrâce the guardian's high 
family." To this Tseaou Fang rejoined, 
" the gênerai must not be too humble. 
My mind is made up ; *' on which words 
the Emperor ordered Gaou to advance, 
and pay his respects to the other as his 
father-in-law, adding that he would himself 
act in behalf of Fang, cause a résidence to 
he built in the city, and then choose a for- 
tunate day to complète the marriage. 

When he had thus spoken he gave " the 
fountain-calling '* veil to Gaou, making a 
présent of the " cloud girdle'* to Lew Kin. 
The rest of the great officers ail receîved 
the other parts of the tribute, consîsting of 
omamented silks ; but Tseaou Fang's por- 
tion was the largest, on account of the skill 
which he had displayed in bringing for- 
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wurd. rîie Tferor. Atko- tbis distribution 
^7 ill recTzrnigd rhanks left the palace, 

WitsEL TieaiMi Fanç retnmed to his re- 
ï» ôje 'oui whac he had done tô his 
TjTg v^o wsi exceedînglY delighted. 
Nex: cav Lew^ Kin sent a card inyiting 
2hïL ;izc Cruisi lo come and receiire his 
;n»!çnc:iIaô.H]& Hie two mea aurcordingly 
venc «j the Eonîieii's prirate résidence, 
wxcrr lîiev bid xxo saoïier reaehed than 
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de ocLî to receÎTe them. After the 
cer^siocfis rhev entered the hall, 
w2je& G;ioa ÙTTiiieed to <^r his homage. 
Lew Kin, howerer, kîd hold of him with 
bock kb hands. and {wevented the act, pro- 
tesûog ar the sime tîme against his worthy 
friend'» honouring him in that excessive 
war. The other obserred that he was 
quite ignorant, and that this was his first 
^^earanee at the éditai. He was indebted 
for many instruetitMis to him, and the cere- 
mcmy was tharefore a matter of course. 
He also anquired what lesson he meant to 
teach him by inviting him that day. 
The Eunuch replied that he had been 
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struck with his youth and heroism, and 
that his famé had reached the barbarians. 
He had therefore prepared a slender repast 
in his honour, that he might congratulate 
him. While he was thus speaking, the 
Sound of music was heard, and the materials 
of a feast were brought in, at which the host 
and his guests took their respective places. 
They betook themselves with pleasure to 
the pearly wine, while beautiful maidens 
stood by in ranks, and waited on them. 
Gaou observed that he could never forget 
this kindness, but Kin interrupted him by 
saying that such coarse rice and poor soups 
were not fit to be talked about. " Of ail 
the men/' said he, "whom I hâve seen 
during my lifetime, and I am now upwards 
of fifty, not one has made any impression 
on my memory. But since I hâve met 
your honour, you hâve never been out of 
my mind." Tseaou Fang perceiving Lew 
Kîn's drift, took the opportunity to observe, 
" Since your excellency has such a love to 
him, what hinders your adopting him as 
your son, that he may always attend upon 
you ? *' On hearing this, Kin hastily re- 
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plied tliat thîs was îndeed his wish, but 
being afraid that his son-în-law would not 
accept his advances, he dared not openly 
express it. The young man then said, 
" that you should entertain so much love 
towards me is a fortune descending from a 
former life. How should I frustrate your 
wîshes ? ** and instantly rose from the feast, 
and approached the Eunuch, calling loudly 
upon him as his step-father to receive his 
homage. At this Lew Kin clapped hishands, 
and laughed aloud, crying, "My son, lessen 
your cérémonies;" and with thèse words he 
stretehed out his hands and raised Gaou 
up to sit by himself. This business settled, 
they fell to the bottle again, and plied it 
till they got nearly drunk. Soon after 
Lew Kin ordered a résidence to be built 
and chose a fortunate day to complète the 
marriage of his son. The Emperor acted 
as mediator, and the nuptials were cele- 
brated in distinguished style. AU the 
officers, civil and military, came in a body 
to offer their congratulations, excepting 
Leaug Choo and Le Tung Yang, who kept 
away under pretçnce of sickness. 
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From thîs time Lew Kin and Tseaou 
Fang valued Gaou as a precious jewel, and 
in possession of him felt as if they had 
acquired wings, They no longer thought 
their partisans worth looking at, and in 
conséquence thèse felt indignant and resent- 
ful. Gaou also proceeded in the most 
fearless and imprudent manner to enter 
the palace, and attend and leave the court, 
despising the other officers. His history 
afforded an exemplification of the ancient 
saying, " Intercourse with the good is like 
entering a house of the Che Lan flower, 
whose fragrance you do not perceive after a 
time; and intercourse with thewicked is like 
entering a sait fish shop, the stench of which 
is after a time not felt." Gaou at first gave 
way to a covetous spirit, and gradually be- 
came himself a crafty rogue. It is well 
said, that a man should stand fast amid the 
first favours of fortune, for if he once take 
a wrong step, he will find it difficult to re- 
gain his position, and repentance will come 
too laite. In a little time Gaou was seldom 
to be found in his own house, but conti- 
nually frequented the private résidence of 
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Lew Kin, consuIting wkh hfan how tliey 
migrht impose upon the Emperor, deceire 
the people, and injure the faithful mini- 
sters. The Eunuch hsving got such a step- 
son was like a fierce tiger wîth wings« 
Having the heroie Gaou and the dragon- 
horse to protect his person, he no longer 
fieared the remarks of others, and increas- 
ing his military power daily, he b^an to 
feel as if he could no longer be a snlgect* 
Under the influence of this feeling he pri- 
Tately procured quantities of armour, royal 
robes, swords, spears, and precious things, 
and deposited them in an inner treasury. 
He also collected a number of young men 
and idle fellows, who were taoght archery 
and horsemanship by Gaou, in a garden 
behind, against the events of a future day. 
As men in the time of pleasure forget the 
hardships of poverty, and in the hour of 
glory the difficulties of former days, such 
was the case of Gaou. Time passed like 
an arrow; the sun and moon revolved like 
shuttles ; summer went and wînter came : 
a whole year expîred without his thinking 
of his wife. She, however, from the day 
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he departed kept worshipping the gods and 
bowing to Fùh, praiying that her husband 
might soon become famous, and that his 
body might be preserved in health. In 
the day-time she spun her thread and dur- 
ing the night prepared the flax ; and in 
this way she passed through the spring and 
autumn, her eyes nearly wom out with 
expectation, and yet no news from her 
husband. At last some one told her that 
her husband had gained office, on which she 
began to think, how, considering the love 
which had always been between thera, he 
had sent no one to come and conduct her 
to him. This awoke very strong suspi- 
cions, but then again she reflected that 
the delay might be owing to the multifa- 
rious business of his office, which left him 
no leisure. She remained therefore in 
fruitless expectation several months longer. 
Another winter, indeed, came, and still 
the fish remained sunk, and the goose 
seeméd to be dead.* To add to her dis- 

* No news were brought to him, alluding to a former 
custom, when fish and wild geese were used to carry 
letters. 
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tress she had no brother or sister-in-law to 
dépend upon, and her solitaiy pain becom- 
ing intolérable, she determined to imitate 
the example set by Woo Neang of old, and 
seek her husband in another place. Hav- 
ing settled this resolution, one day she 
locked fast her door, and taking some ne- 
cessaries along with her, went to the hill 
where the tomb of her husband's parents 
was, offered worship to them, and then 
bent her steps to the capital. 

Surmounting the hills with boldness, and 
resting at the inns, she proceeded on her 
way. Being unaccustomed to the road, 
however, she met with some delays, and 
being obliged to pawn ail her good gar- 
ments she became like a beggar. Still the 
capital was not distant, and she reached it 
in a short time, when she heard the people 
talking about the General Gaou, how young 
and heroic he was, and how he had sub- 
dued the dragon-horse, and had become a 
great favourite with the Emperor. Wang 
rejoiced at this news, so far beyond her 
expectations, and she inquired where his 
house was. " You see," said several people 
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to her, " the house with the four new high 
walls. Outside the gâte is a yellow flag, 
with the words, " Beast-subduing gênerai," 
wrîtten in large eharaeters upon it, and on 
each side are two stone lions : that is it.'* 
Wang on this went towards the gâte, and sur- 
veying the house as she drew near, she said 
that it was indeed commanding and beau- 
tiful. Full of joy in her heart she went 
up to it, and seeing an old man sitting in 
the door, she asked him whether that was 
the house of the General Kin To Gaou. 
The porter answered that it was, and in- 
quired her business. She replied that she 
would thank him to let tha gênerai know 
that Mrs. Wang of Gae Hea Hill in Fung 
Jun hêén was there. On receiving this 
message the man looked at her, and seeing 
that her looks were good, though her 
clothes were dirty, he could not tell what 
sort of person she was, but told her to 
wait there a little while he went in. With 
thèse words he tumed and entered, leaving 
Wang waiting without. 

" Hb love by his new spouse was stoleu away, 
And for the old one nought but tears remainecl/-'. ' 

VOL. I. K 



194 



CHAP. xnL 
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The porter, » «e bsve rdaled, went in 
wkk Wan^s nessap to annoonce it to his 
saiter. When be gol to the middle hall, 
he foond hîm theie, aad inmediately knelt 
down and told him tliaft a w<»naii of the 
Bame of Wang^ in ngged dothes, who 
said die was fiom Gae Hea Hill, in 
Fong Jon héén, wanted to see him. He 
then asked what answer he shoold retum ; 
bat Gaon was so tenrified at the news, 
that hîs soûl departed to the nine r^ons 
of the clouds» leaTing hts body without its 
lord. He managed, however» to order the 
porter to go eut, and tell the woman to 
wait; and when the man was g(me he b^an 
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' to think what he should do. He was very 
sorrowful and anxious, reasoning in hîs 
heart that if he receîved her into the 
house, the young lady, his new wife, would 
ill brook such a thing ; and then, if he 
did not call her in, Wang would probably 
get into a passion outside, and make him 
lose his character. He had got into a 
position where it was dîfficult either to 
recède or advance, and was in the greatest 
consternation. 

It happened fortunately for hira, how- 
ever, that Lew Kin, some tîme before, 
fearing that Gaou might not understand 
ail things at his fîrst entrance on a cour- 
tières life, had appointed one of his re- 
tainers, named Kea Sêén, an individual of 
great knowledge and a scheming mind, to 
be ordinary-in-waiting to him, and at the 
same time charged him to consult this man 
whenever he felt any doubt or difficulty. 
From the time that Kea Séén came to his 
house, Gaou consequently deliberated 
with him on every subject ; and thus Sêén 
happened to be with him when the porter 
brought the foregoing message. When he 
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tbtf h so mvcli diescmnposed the gê- 
nerai, he kneir tdmr mast be something 
}tniiee in h, and coning up to him he 
înquiied tke came of his sorrow. Gaou 
lifted op hts ères» and secmg that it was 
cnbr Sê»^ and thaï dieie wasnobody near, 
lie siid, ^"^ There is a matter hère about 
which I mant to causait you, but if you 
let it drop out, tke eiîl ccmsequences will 
not be smalL'* At thèse words Sèèn ob- 
serred, ** Since I hare receired the pro- 
motion of hb excellency Lew Kin, and 
since yon hare condescaided to fàrour me 
with your lore, thoogh the matter should 
proTe as great as heaTcn, I should not 
dare to disclose it. But if you do not be- 
lieTe me, wait until I haTe pronounced an 
oath." 

He instantly descended the hall steps, 
and said in the face of heaven, '* General 
Kin has a matter about which he wishes to 
consult me, Kea Sèén. If I disclose the 
smaUest minutise of it, may I die beneath 
ten thousand knives I ** 

When the oath was ended, he turned 
and said to Gaou, ** Though you were to 
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sumihon me to walk right into the wîde 
océan or through flaming fire, I should 
not décline ybur order." 

The other seeing him thus faithful ànd 
righteôus, then told him that Mrs. Wang, 
whom the porter had just announced, was 
his true iriarried wife. " Formerly,'* said 
he, " when my benefactor, Cheàou, stated 
before thé Emperor his désire to marry his 
daughter to me, and moreover requested 
his majesty to act as middle man, I felt it 
difficult to refuse him, and having no lei- 
sure to reflect, I gave my consent. Now 
that I hâve heard of Wang's arrivai, I wish 
to receive her into the house, bût am 
afraid that, should niy new wife know the 
truth, she will not endure such a discovery. 
Moreover, that day, in the présence of the 
Emperor, I said that I was not marrièd, 
80 that should Fanges daughter tell her 
father, the matter would look very ugly. 
On the other hand, if I do not receive 
Wang, I am afraid she will force her way 
into the house. You see that in my posi- 
tion it is difficult either to advance or to 
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recède. Can you devise any good scheme 
to extricate me ? *' 

" For you to meet Wang,'* replied Kea 
Séèri, " and receive her into the house, is 
a small matter ; bût should your father-in- 
law diseover the truth and report it to the 
Emperor, you will be held guilty of de- 
ceiving his majesty, and get involved in 
trouble. In my humble opinion, your 
best plan will be to prétend that this is 
your sister-in-law, come to ask about you ; 
and without letting any one know it, re- 
ceive her into a retired apartment. You 
can there arrange a feast, and talk with her 
about the feelings natural to your sépara- 
tion, and urge her kindly to drink till she 
becomes intoxicated. After that you can 
conduct her to a private room, and at the 
third watch, hâve her put to death. Your 
new wife can be told that it was your 
sister-in-law, but that you had given her 
money and sent her away. By this plan 
ail contingencies are guarded against : what 
think you of it ? '* 

Gaou exclaimed with admiration, "A 
beautiful scheme indeedi" and instantly 
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mory, ànd Gaou immediately afterwards 
retired inwards, and went up to the higher 
apartments. 

The same day that Wang amved at her 
husband's, and while the porter was gone 
in to announce her message, a maid-servant, 
named Séàou Lêén, who had been out on 
some business, happened to retum home. 
Seeing a woman at the door, whose dress 
showed that she did not belong to the capi- 
tal, Lêén inquired where she had come 
from, and whom she wanted. Wang in 
reply, having related ail the particulars of 
her history, the other exclaimed, " You 
are then my mistress ; wait till I go in and 
inform my master. I will instantly come 
out again to receive you." With thèse 
words she entered ; but when she came to 
the middle hall, and saw the gênerai and 
his ordinary in close and secret conférence, 
she stopped and slipped behind the door- 
screen, listening to their discourse. In 
this way she discovered the generaPs wick- 
edness, and that he was plotting to injure 
his true married wife. The girPs hair 
stood on end at what she heard, and the 
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he had wished several times to retum home, 
but that in conséquence of his numeroùs 
engagements at court he had not found 
kisure. In this way he had often been 
disaq[qpointed in his wisfaes, but yesterday 
he had resolved to send a man for her. 
" Xow, howcTer,** said he, " you are well 
corne, and I am spared the trouble." 

Wîth thèse words he ordered Sèén to 
proride a suit of clean clothes for his wife, 
and a feast to be prepared to celebrate 
their joyful meeting. In a short time this 
order was obeyed, and they both com- 
menced paying court to the wine. The 
lady, led on by the kind speeches of her 
husband, ignorant of his design, and ex- ' 
cited by the view of his glory and comfort, 
drank, without perceiring it, tiil she bécame 
intoxicated and began to Tomit. When she 
was in this state, Gaou bade Sèèn conduct 
her to a prÎTate room to sleep, and that he 
must manage the business he wa9 about 
with care, for she had some acquaintance 
with mUitary arts, which would demand in 
him the greatest caution. - Ail thèse orders 
Kea received» treasuring them in his me- 
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bright moon, and at deep night, when ail 
were asleep, to slip into the înner apart- 
itients and steal some small but valuable 
articles. Having efFected this she thought 
that by treading carefuUy, so as not to 
alarm the dogs, they might be able to 
escape. 

This plan settled in her mind, Lêên 
raised her eyes and looked round on every 
side. The moon was shining calmly in 
the heavens, and the sounds of men were 
hushed in silence : ail within the house 
were fast asleep, — some snoring, and some 
speaking in their dreams. In the midst of 
this stillness she entered the inner apart- 
ments, took the necessary articles, and 
having concealed them about her person, 
ran back to the private room where they 
had deposited Wang. By this time it was 
the second^watch, and when she had pushed 
open the door and entered, she found the 
lamps flickering half-extinguished on the 
table. Having drawn ont the wick she 
approached the sleeper, but saw from her 
countenance that she was still quite intoxi- 
cated. She called her, however, with a 
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gentle roice, to rise up and hear what she 
had to say; but Wang merely gave a 
drunken stare, and seeing that it was only 
a maid-serranty supposed she could hâve 
nothing to talk about, tumed on her side, 
and went to deep again. Léén feit very 
anxious, and was afiraid the evil migbt 
OTertake tbem ; sbe therefore pushed the 
other with her hand, saying, in an excited 
tone, "Mistress, get up! Evil impends 
over you ! Delay, and your life is lest ! 
Can you still coTet sleep ? '* 

Wang was still in the land of drunken- 
ness, but she no sooner heard thèse words 
than she leaped up. The maiden then 
told her of the general's injustice ; how he 
had married another wife, and was now 
plotting to kill her. "Get up quickly," 
jiaid she, " and I wUl run with you." The 
wrath of Wang was kindled at thîs state- 
nient, and fury sprang up in her gall. 
She wept, and reviled To Gaou for his 
ingratitude and wickedness, and declared 
that, in order to satisfy her resentment, 
she would go and find the villain, and 
either kill him or be killed. Lèèn, how- 
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ever, stopped her, and pointed out that 
such a proceeding would be useless. " He 
hashere," observed she, "multitudes of 
men and horses, and, notwîthstanding 
your courage and strength, it is diflScult 
for a single palm to émit a sound, or for 
few to resist many. Let us quiekly fly 
out of this trap, and prevent his injuring 
us/* 

Her words were not finished when Kea 
Séên arrived. No sooner did the villain 
see Wang and Sêàou Lêên talking toge- 
ther, than he knew that his plot was dis- 
covered, and would hâve run back if the 
former had not caught sight of him. 
Having no alternative but to advance, he 
concealed the knife which he carried be- 
hind him, and approached, saying, that 
the gênerai had sent him to see whether 
she would like some tea. "I am much 
indebted to the generaPs kindness,'* re- 
plied Wang with a cold smile, which 
revealed to Séén his péril. He turned, 
and was running ofF, when the woman 
came forward and fîrst held [him fast, and 
then knocked him down. Seeing a small 
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gentle Voice, to rise up and hear what she 
had to say; but Wang merely gave a 
drunken stare, and seeing that it was only 
a maid-servant, supposed she could hâve 
nothing to talk about, tumed on her sîde, 
and went to sleep again. Lêên felt very 
anxious, and was afraid the evil might 
overtake them ; she therefore pushed the 
other with her hand, saying, in an excited 
torie, ** Mistress, get up! Evil impends 
over you 1 Delay, and your life is lost ! 
Can you still covet sleep ? " 

Wang was still in the land of drunken- 
ness, but she no sooner heard thèse words 
than she leaped up. The maiden then 
told lier of the generaPs injustice ; how he 
had married another wife, and was riow 
plotting to kill her. "Get up quickly," 
said she, ** and I will run with you." The 
wrath of Wang was kindled at this state- 
ment, and fury sprang up in her gall. 
She wept, and reviled Tô Gaou for his 
ingratitude and wickedness, and declared 
that, in order to satisfy her resentment, 
she would go and find the villain, and 
either kill him or be killed. Lêên, how- 
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ever, stopped her, and pointed out that 
such a proceeding would be useless. " He 
has • hère," observed she, ** multitudes of 
men and horses, and, notwithstanding 
your courage and strength, it is diffieult 
for a single palm to émit a sound, or for 
few to resist many. Let us quickly fly 
out of this trap, and prevent his injuring 
us." 

Her words were not finished when Kea 
Séén arrived. No sooner did the villain 
see Wang and Sêàou Lêén talking toge- 
ther, than he knew that his plot was dis- 
covered, and would hâve run back if the 
former had not caught sight of him. 
Having no alternative but to advance, he 
concealed the knife which he carried be- 
hind him, and approached, saying, that 
the gênerai had sent him to see whether 
she would like some tea. " I am much 
indebted to the générales kindness," re- 
plied Wang with a cold smile, which 
revealed to Séén his péril. He turned, 
and was running ofF, when the woman 
came forward and fîrst held [him fast, and 
then knocked him down. Seeing a small 
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gentle Voice, to rise up and hear what she 
had to say; but Wang merely gave a 
drunken stare, and seeing that ît was only 
a maid-servant, supposed she could hâve 
nothing to talk about, turned on her side, 
and went to sleep again. Lêén felt very 
anxious, and was afraid the evil might 
overtake them ; she therefore pushed the 
other with her hand, saying, in an excited 
torie, ** Mistress, get up! Evil impends 
over you ! Delay, and your life is lost ! 
Can you still covet sleep ? " 

Wang was still in the land of drunken- 
ness, but she no sooner heard thèse words 
than she leaped up. The maiden then 
told her of the generaPs injustice ; how he 
had married another wife, and was now 
plotting to kill her. " Get up quickly," 
said she, ** and I will run with you." The 
wrath of Wang was kindled at this state- 
ment, and fury sprang up in her gall. 
She wept, and reviled Tô Gaou for his 
ingratitude and wickedness, and decjared 
that, in order to satisfy her resentment, 
she would go and find the villain, and 
either kill him or be killed. Léên, how- 
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ever, stopped her, and pointed out that 
such a proceedîng would be useless. " He 
has'here," observed she, "multitudes ôf 
men and horses, and, notwithstanding 
your courage and strength, it is difficult 
for a single palm to émit a sound, or for 
few to resist many. Let us quickly fly 
out of this trap, and prevent his injuring 
us." 

Her words were not finished when Kea 
Séén arrived. No sooner did the villain 
see Wang and Sêàou Léên talking toge- 
ther, than he knew that his plot was dis- 
covered, and would hâve run back if the 
former had not caught sight of him. 
Having no alternative but to advance, he 
concealed the knife which he carried be- 
hind him, and approached, saying, that 
the gênerai had sent him to see whether 
she would like some tea. ** I am much 
indebted to the générales kindness/* re- 
plied Wang with a cold smile, which 
revealed to Séén his péril. He turned, 
and was running ofF, when the woman 
came forward and first held [him fast, and 
then knocked him down. Seeing a small 
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knife protruding behînd him, she drew it 
out. " You are very bold,** cried she, " in 
wishing to injure me, but I will first t'ake 
out your liver and heart, and see how 
black they are.** 

Séên endeavoured to move her to spare 
him by tbrowing ail the fault on Tô Gaou, 
but Wang, without allowing him to finish 
his statement, gave him several cuts in the 
face, and then, thrusting the knifé into his 
breast, tore out his liver and bowels, and 
threw them on the ground, tuming, when 
she had finished, to Lêên, and telling her 
to lead the way. They accordingly entered 
the garden behind, and secretly opening 
a door in one of the side walls, passed out 
and fled. 

'^ Who others injures hurts himself, and finds 
A just award. Heaven^s net is close, nor lets 
The smallest point drop through." 

The afFair of the murder lay heavily on 
Gaou*s mind, so that he could not rest, but 
passed a sleepless night, tossing about upon 
hisbed. As soon as he heard the third 
watch sound, he arose, and stepped forth 
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into the hall, ordering some one to call Kea 
Lêén. The attendants accordingly ealled 
several tîmes with a loud voice for that indi- 
vidual, but met with no reply. When they 
announced this to Tô Gaou, and that they 
did not know where he had gone, he felt ex- 
ceedingly distressed, and went instantly to 
the private apartment himself, to see what 
had transpired. Seeing the door wide 
open, and a man lying on his face upon 
the ground, he took the lamp in his hand, 
and, looking earefuUy, recognised Kea 
Sêên weltering in his blood, and his bowels 
tom out. It instantly appeared to him that 
his ordinary had been slain, and he trembled 
with terror. Searching also in every direc- 
tion, and not finding Wang, he saw that 
she had become acquainted with their plot, 
but could not tell by whose means. FuU 
of indignation he retumed to the hall, and 
sat down there waiting for moming. 

As soon as day dawned, he summoned ail 
the children and domestics of his family, 
and ail the members of his office to his 
présence, in order that he might call over 
their names. Ail coUected in the hall in 
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about toi mmules^ wImh he cmlled their 
liâmes mie b j one, and found mD présent 
excepdiiç the maideii Sémou Léèn. At 
thiâ discoreiy he burst instmtly into a 
great rage, and cried with a rough Toice, 
*' The case is plaîn. This girl joined my 
sister-in-lawy and stole my money. Being 
dbcoTeredby Kea Sêèn, and pursued, they 
killed Séén, and then, fearîng tbe con- 
séquences, fled away tbrough the sîde door 
in the srarden behind.'' 

With thèse words he ordered four of his 
domestics distinguished for their fiereeness 
and courage, to take eight of the retainers 
in his office with them, and foUow the track 
of the fugitives, He promised them very 
large rewards if they brought him the heads 
of the pair, and threatened them with cer- 
tain death if they connived at their escape ; 
and the men having received his orders, 
armed themselves and proceeded boldly 
forward. 

We must retum now to the rescued 
victim and her friand. Aided by the 
brightness of the moon, Wang was able to 
recognise the road by which she had come 
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to the capital, alông which they accord- 
ingly took their course. Fearing that as 
soon as day broke, a pursuit would be in- 
stituted after them, they ran for upwards 
of ten le without any regard to the uneven- 
ness of the way. By this time the mom- 
ing began to dawn, when Sêàou Lêên ob- 
served to her companion, that as they were 
fleeihg from danger and had no friends or 
acquaintances, she did not know where they 
should go for refuge. Wang replied, that 
she had an adopted mother living in Yuhg 
Jem hêên, right before them. Her hus- 
band indeed was dead, but she had one 
son called Ho Ching Pang, who was mar- 
ried to a lady of the name of Leu. Both 
he and his wife, she said, were of extraor- 
dinary courage, and got their living by 
hunting. If they could only reach their 
house they would be sure of protection 
and shelter; but, at the same time, as 
they were not possessed of the least money, 
it would be embarrassing and difficult for 
them to be solely dépendent on others. 
From this anxiety Séàou Lêên relieved 
her mind by telling her of the measure she 



210 BAMBLES OF CHING TIH. 

had adopted after forming the resolution 
jfeo rescue her from death. 

Wang praised her forethought in the 
highest terms, saying, that a sister was 
seldom found possessed of so much sted- 
fast righteousness united to so much in- 
genuity and cleverness. 

" My meeting with you," said she, " in 
thèse circumstances is sufficient happiness 
for three lives. Never can I meet with 
such another, and I wish to form a friend- 
ship that may bind us together as daughters 
of the same mother, to enable me to keep 
in mind your great kindness. When I 
corne to the bubbling fountain I shall re- 
compense it. You must wait till then." 

" Though my station is mean," replied 
Lêên, " I am not ignorant of the proper 
observances. How should I dare to pré- 
sume to make myself of the same rank 
with you, and forget the distinction of 
mistress and servant ? *' 

" If you reason about it/* said the other, 
"you are my benefactor, and ought to 
rank above me. But in this time of ca- 
lamity and distress, let us wave such mat- 
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ters and yield to circumstances. You 
must not be obstinate, for if we are dîs- 
covered by any body, the conséquences 
will be very bad." 

Séàou Léên hearîng her talk in this way 
yielded to her wishes, and then they both 
hurried along. The sun by imperceptible 
advances was now descending to the west, 
and they threw themselves into an inn. In 
conséquence however of their anxiety they 
tossed about on their beds unable to sleep. 

" The troubled soûl Aies from the couch of rest, 
And hâtes the cock's unwelcome moming cry." 

In this way they passed the night, and 
so soon as it was dawn, only waiting to 
dress their hair and perform their ablutions, 
betook themselves to the way again. 

In the meantime ^their pursuers, after 
searching for them the whole day in vain, 
rested for the night in an inn, where the 
landlord could give them no information. 
As soon as it was day, they renewed the 
pursuit, and coming to another inn three 
or four le farther on, they asked whether 
he had seen two women passing by the 



212 RAMBLES OF CHING TIH. 

night before. The man told them that 
they had slept in his house, and had only 
left it early în the moming. On hear- 
ing this they ail urged their horses with 
the whip, so that the two fugitives soon 
heard the noise of their pursuers quite 
close at hand. Lêên's face became like 
earth with fear, which Wang perceivin'g, 
she told her in a low tone not to be terri- 
fîed, for that she would protect her. She 
bade her at the same time run forward, 
taking care to keep the straight path so 
that she might easily fînd her. On this 
the maiden flew on, and Wang hastily fol- 
lowed her, but by this time their pursuers 
came in sight of them. Inspired by their 
success, thèse came on in furious haste, 
crying out fiercely, " Stop cravens, stop ! 
Though you run to the ends of the earth 
or the corners of the sea, we will catch 
you and take you back to the gênerai that 
he may punish your crimes, and not involve 
us in trouble." 

" The fish escaping from the net 
Leaps eagerly away ; 
The bird that fears the archer*s bow 
Flies wildly from the spray." 
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** Ingratitude is a most crying sîn ; 

, Why leave our old friends, and look out for new ? 
Let TÔ Gaou's name serve as a beacon light, 
Descending with disgrmîe in hîstory's page." 

The servants of Tô Gaou urged theîr 
horses and plied the whîp in furious pur- 
suit. As they came up, Wang looked 
round, and seeing them close upon her, 
halted, and waited their approach. The 
four men came on with their spears up- 
lifted, trying to pierce her, but she stepped 
aside, and catching the weapons with her 
hand, tried to pull them from their owners 
with ail her might. They, despising her 
as a weak woman, and unprepared for such 
an attack, were rolled from their saddles 
on the ground, when Wang seized a spear 
and used it like 

" A parched dragon rolling in the waves, 
Tossing the glittering spear. Its burnîsVd point 
Gleams like the snow-white blossoms of the plum." 
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was cutting wood at the foot of Wan Fung 
Hill, saw a young woman in the palace 
dress running in great haste along the 
way, and crying ont for help, This spec- 
tacle brought him down from the hill in 
haste. He stopped the fugitive, and asked 
the cause of ber flight, but instead of 
giving him. a direct reply, Sêàou Léên — 
for it was she — said, "If your heroism 
can save our lives, you may detain me, but 
if not, let me go." 

" Let me know," replied he, " the par- 
ticulars of your alarm ; and though the 
matter be as great as heaven, I hâve cou- 
fage to remove it." 

Léên then told him with tears her 
name, and gave him an outline of the pre- 
ceding events, concluding by an expression 
of her thankfulness at meeting with him, 
and begging him to deliver them. Chow 
Yung was rendered exceedingly indignant 
by the statement, and exclaimed, "If in 
his day of glory he thus treats his true 
married wife, I need not be surprised at 
his making light of our alliance ; I never 
thought he would hâve shown himself so 
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Nan, Has rescued the objects of your pur- 
suit, and if he wants to take them he can 
corne himself to my house, when perhaps 
I will allow him to carry them with him. 
If you are net willing to do this, I Chow 
Yung am hère ; who dares to stir ? " 

This speech only made the men angry. 
They advanced to fight, but were no match 
for the hero, who soon compelled them ta 
flee, ail being severely and most painfiilly 
wounded, 

Wang and her friend then advanced ta 
thank their deliverer, but he bowed, and 
begged that his sister-in-Iaw would excuse 
him for having been so late in his arrivai, 
and thereby exposed her to such alarm. 
Struck by his language, Wang inquired 
whether he were not Chow Yung, that had 
contracted a brotherhood with her hus- 
band at the foot of Yae Hea Hill ? Yung 
nodded, and said he was ; on which she re- 
lated minutely to him the preceding events. 
When she had finished the récital, he in- 
vited her to his house, in conséquence of 
the conduct of his brother, that they 
might there consult about other measures, ^ 
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Thîs proposai the other declined, say- 
ing that they would be in dîfficulties if 
Gaou should bring soldiers upon them. 
Yung, however, asked what room there 
could be for fear when he was there, and 
on this they yielded, and went with him. 

The servants of Gaou, having been over- 
thrown by Chow Yung, retumed home, 
and acquainted their master with what had 
occurred. He contracted liis eyebrows 
with vexation at their narration, and ob- 
served that such an issue of events was 
indeed enough to make a man angry. The 
men, however, were indignant at the defeat 
which they had sustained, and, dissatisfied 
at the easy manner in which Gaou took 
the matter, they endeavoured to arouse 
him by inquiring who Chow Yung was, 
that he himself was so afraid of him. 
Gaou replied that he was not afraid of the 
man, but having contracted a brotherhood 
with him, and sworn in the face of Heaven 
that, though bom at différent times, they 
wished to die on the same day, it was 
diflScult to quarrel with him. On this the 
others observed, that though he might 
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cherîsh those brotherly feelings, Yung en- 
tertained no regard for him, " He was 
anxious, moreover/* said they, " to corne 
and kill you, and would hâve done so, had 
he not hâve been stopped by the women. 
Afterwards, when he had sueceeded in 
defeating us, and causing us to retire, he 
eried to us with a loud voice, saying, 
* Retum, and tell the dog, Tô Gaou, that 
having no eyeballs in my eyes, I mis- 
took his character ; but now I carry thèse 
two women with me, and, if he has any 
ability, he can eome and try his strength 
with mine. I shall wait for him in m y 
house, and if he will not come, he has not 
the mind of a man.* '* 

Before he heard thèse words Gaou was 
quite unconcemed, but no sooner had the 
men finished, than he struck the table in 
a rage, and in a loud tone declared that 
Yung was a wild man of the woods, re- 
compensing kindness with enmity, and 
adding contempt to his injury. He in- 
stantly gave orders for three hundred horse- 
men to be in waiting, and retired to put on 
his armour. This done, he came out again 

L 2 



^mm 



VflWTn iCDC «UClBf tO 



aasra: masse v tcbizzi with 

13JLL «L-JLJ**L WIQÙC ffRBUh- CODUe 

^car jiainifs^ sue "nisjîâu jviviie tim in 

TnmyTTT x Maer » so to lier 

toM him 



èm&L, and aiso her 
a hope that 
come and 



pco]^e might 
■rere both 
BothiDg to con-; 




ÎIAMBLES OF CHING Tiff, 221 

strain her to stày ; merely observîng, that 
when she got to her friends she should not 
let the previous events prey upon her mind, 
but pass her tîme pleasantly with her com* 
panion, for when he saw his brother he 
would tell him plaînly of her feelings, and 
perhaps Gaou might alter his affections and 
retum to her. 

On this they bade each other farewell, 
and were just going out at the door, when 
they heard the report of a gun from the 
mountam in their front, and saw in the 
same direction a cloud of dust. In a little 
there appeared a troop of horsemen ad- 
vancing at a flying pace, with a gênerai at 
their head bearing a resemblance to Tô 
Gaoû. Yung requested the two women to 
return without fear to the house, for he 
himself knew what to do. They returîied 
accordingly, and by this time Gaou had 
corne up and recognized his friend. 

" Mean fellowl" cried he, în a fiercé 
tone, "how is it that instead of returning 
my kindness, you treat me as an enemy ? 
My sister-in-law leagued with a poor maid* 
sei-vant, and stole a large quantity of gold 
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împroper and selfish advantage of their 
youth. With what face can you stand 
before any man ? ** 

Fire bumed in Yung's heart at thèse 
words. Bursting into a furious passion, 
he exclaîmed, " I mistook you for a man 
of worth, and therefore formerly contracted 
an alliance with you. Who could hâve 
conceived that you would perpetrate such 
actions, and utter such words as you hâve 
done this day. With the face of a man, 
you hâve the heart of a beast. My sister- 
in-law, Wang, is your true married wife, 
and lived in comfort with you several 
years. When she saw that glory had fallen 
to your lot, she simply concluded that the 
wife should, as before, cleave to her hus- 
band ; but you had already yielded to your 
wicked heart, and married another. I shall 
let that pass, however. But when she ar- 
rived at the capital in quest of you, you 
ought to hâve accommodated your conduct 
to your circumstances, and to hâve let the 
new and the old dwell together, — thus 
doing your duty to both parties ; and if 
such a proceeding was quite impossible, 
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you might hâve given Wang some money, 
and requested her to return home. She is 
a worthy and virtuous woman, and would 
certainly hâve complied with your wishes ; 
and afterwards, under pretext of visîting 
your parents' tombs, you might hâve con- 
trived to come and spend some days every 
year with her ; and had you acted in this 
way, she would not hâve been indignant at 
you. How could you so ungratefuUy and 
unjustly deceive people, by pretending that 
she was your sister-in-law, and, under the 
mask of kindness, make her drunk, and 
then employ a man to kill her? When 
your design was frustrated, and the right- 
eous maid-servant delivered her, you ought 
to hâve seen your crime, instead of sending 
persons in pursuit to slay her. 

** When I came to her rescue, and saved 
her, I thought of your former kindness 
and righteousness, and did not kill your 
servants, but told them to return and ask 
you to come hère yourself. My object in 
so doing was to tell you plainly about your 
conduçt in this affair of your wife, in hopes 
that you would change your feelings, and 
take her to your house. I did not think 
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that you would refuse to dîstinguîsli black 
from white, bring soldiers with you, and 
talk in such an outrageous, offensive, and 
insulting manner. Lay your hand upon 
your conscience, and think well over the 
whole matter before you throw away my 
brotherly affection." 

Such was the wrath of Gaou at this re- 
nionstrance that it raised his cap from his 
head. " My affairs are my own," said he. 
** What hâve you to do with them, or talk 
in such a lengthy way about them ? Quickly 
bring out thèse two people, that I may 
take them back to the capital, and condemn 
them ; for if you do not, I will certainly 
take your dog's life without mercy." 

Fire raged in Yung's lungs and gall at 
this reply. " The two women,'' crîed he, 
with a loud voice, ** are now in my house. 
If you are able, come and take them/' 
Then, raising his voice yet farther, he 
called on his sister and her friend to come 
out, and see if he would dare to lay hands 
on them, and carry them back. 

" The heroi's spirit roused to sudden wrath, 
Throws to the dust his former kind regards." 
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CHAP. XV. 

" Two men you'll find attached by closest bonds, 
Yet afterwards eacli seeking his own ends. 
Chow Yung and Kin TÔ Gaou a friendshîp swore, 
And cherish'd suddenly the direst hâte." 

On hearing Yung's summons, Wang came 
forth wîth Seaou Léên. She told her friend 
to run ofF before her, and then advanced 
forward to the combatants. Poînting to 
Tô Gaou, she began to reproach him. 
" Cold-hearted villain," said she, " how 
dare you look me again in the face ?" 

Her husband, however, made no reply ; 
but instantly aimed a blow at her with his 
spear, while Yung hastily laid hold of the 
weapon, exclaiming, " Kîn Tô Gaou, Kin 
Tô Gaou, since you exhibît such a want 
of affection, don*t be angry at me, as if I 
were doing you wrong ?" And with thèse 
words he grasped the handle of the spear, 
and bent it with ail his might, till it broke 
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with a crash in two. The other instantly 
leaped from his horse, and fought with 
him on foot. After more than ten rounds 
the advantage inelined to neither side, 
when Gaou's attendants advanced to his 
help. To thèse Wang opposed herself, but 
unable singly to resist such a number, she 
was foreed to run, leaving Yung entirely 
surrounded. The hero, however, by a 
strenuous exertion, opened a path for him- 
self, and fled after her, hotly pursued by 
Gaou, who urged on his men, deterrained 
not to abandon the combat till ail three 
should hâve been secured. 

The flight of both parties was soon in- 
terrupted. Ho Chin Pang, attracted by 
the beauty and warmth of the day, and 
being at leisure, had corne out with his 
wife Lew to hunt, both of them carrying 
their weapons along with them. As they 
were proceeding along the road, they saw 
a cloud of dust before them, and heard a 
loud noise, as of people engaged in battle. 
They instantly ascended a rising ground, 
to see what was the matter, and perceived 
a young woman running very hurriedly in 
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the direction where they were. Before 
she could get up to them she was brought 
to a stand, by the road branching into 
three différent ways. While she was look- 
ing round her most anxiously, there came 
up another, who called out to her, " A 
bow-shot farther is the house of Ho Chin 
Pang, my brother ; make haste to get there, 
and we are safe." 

Heai'îng his own name, Pang looked at 
the person attentively, and recognized his 
adopted sister Wang. He instantly ran 
down from the height with his wife, very 
much to the consternation of the two fu- 
gitives, whose colour left them. Coming 
up to them, and addressing Wang as his 
sister, he asked how she had come there 
in such a fright, on which she related to 
him minutely the various circumstances 
that had occurred. 

The récital kindled the rage of Pang 
and his wife. They inquired whether 
the noise which they heard in front was 
not that of the pursuers, and were told 
that it was, and that her brother-in-law 
was opposing them ; but she knew not 
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with whal success. Wang then eamestly 
entreated him to go to Yung^s help ; with 
which request he înstantly complied, telling 
lier and her friend to go to his house, and 
wait while he and his wife advanced to 
the attack. ** We »haU drive them before 
us," said he, ** like falling flowers or flow- 
ing water." 

The two friends, on this, betook them- 
selves again to flight, and Pang and his 
wife hastened forward with their weapons. 
As soon as they met Chow Yung running 
from his foes, they raised, the one her knife 
and the other his spear, and, as fierce as 
wolves or tigers, stopped the pursuit. Yung, 
encouraged by their assistance, tumed and 
renewed the battle. Each of the three 
had the courage of ten thousand men ; 
the soldiers of Gaou could in nowise 
withstand them, being, moreover, wearied 
with marching for two days and a night, 
and with the combat they had aiready 
maintained with Yung. A great slaughter 
was made of them by their two new adver- 
saries ; for they could find no way of 
escape. Of the three hundred, one-third 
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had already been despatched. And now, 
siich was the havoc made by Fang and hîs 
wife, that the carcasses covered the plain, 
and the ground was stained with blood. 
Of the whole number only a score or two 
were left, and thèse ail had broken heads 
and mangled legs. 

Gaou himself was severely hurt, and 
obliged to turn his horse's head and flee. 
Yung cried ont to hira, that he let him go 
solely because of the uprîghtness which 
he had formerly displayed. The two 
others, however, were anxious to pursue 
him, but he also stopped them, saying they 
had better deal gently with him, and thus 
prevent people from making observations. 

The conflict being over, the two heroes 
inqiiired each other's name and history; 
and, while they were talking on thèse sub- 
jects, a fire suddenly burst forth behind 
the Yae Hea Hills, the fiâmes towering to 
the sky. Yung stamped his feet at the 
spectacle, crying in alarm, ** That wolfish 
thief, To Gaou, is buming his own house, 
and my poor cottage also is ail consumed ! " 
Bursting at the same time into a great 
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rage, he was rushing forward, determined 
either to kill or to be killed, but his 
friend held him back. 

" Don't be grieved/' said Pang. " Tho* 
my cottage is mean and narrow, you can 
rest in it for a time. You had better go 
with me to your sîster, and afterwards you 
can deliberate about what îs to be done/* 
Affected by the generous and disînterested 
spirit which thèse words evinced, Yung 
went with him, and arrîving at his house 
found that Wang and Seaou Lêên had 
already reached it. Great was the joy of 
ail at their re-union, 

Yung having first advanced to Pang's 
mother, and paid her his respects, they ail 
sat down together. The discourse was 
commenced by Wang*s inquiry if the vil- 
lain had been killed. 

"We spared his life,'* answered her 
brother, " but forced him to flee," 

" But why," said she again, " did you 
not kill so cold-hearted a fellow to pre- 
vent future trouble ? *' 

" I don*t suppose," rejoined Yung, " he 
can do any thing to us ; but he has bumed 
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down bothyour house and mine. What 
are we to do ? *' 

Wang was roused agaîn by thîs informa- 
tion. Bursting into a torrent of reproach 
against her husband, she exclaimed, " Truly 
you hâve tlie face of a man with the heart 
of a wolf ! Heaven surely cannot bear with 
you ! " Then, addressing the others, she 
repeated her brother's question. 

Hère Chin Pang observed, " If you 
two ladies and your friend do not despise 
the smallness and narrowness of my cot- 
tage, you can remain and share with me 
the sweet and the bitter, without the 
trouble of forming other plans." 

" Since the old lady," said Léên, " and 
her family are so kind, let us remain ail 
together for a time, and afterwards quietly 
discuss our movements. I hâve hère some 
jewels of gold and silver, which Yung can 
exchange for money, and therewith build 
a house. Whatever is not needed for that, 
he and Pang can employ in business in 
order to procure our livelihood." 

Thèse remarks exceedingly delighted 
the whole company. Yung immediately 
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addressed Pang, sayîng that he wîshed to 
contract a brotherhood with him, and 
would be glad if he would accède to hîs 
views. To this the other replîed with a 
smile, that if they formed such a con- 
nection, they must on no account foUow 
the exatnple of To Gaou ; and the other 
imprecated the vengeance of the Gods 
upon either of them who should act in 
such a way. Having thus spoken, they 
worshipped together in the face of Hea- 
ven, and from that tîme they became much 
attached to each other, displaying as much 
affection as if they had been children of 
the same mother. 

While they continued hère, Wang con- 
jsulted with Pang's mother and wife, and 
they agreed together to marry Seaou Lêên 
to Chow Yung. Having settled the mat- 
ter, they only waited for a fortunate day 
to unité the pair. The greatest unanîmity 
and affection pervaded the whole family. 

" Heroes with héroïnes match in naturels rule, 
And roguîsh men must roguish partners find/* 
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CHAP. XVI. 

^ The hero fearless urges on hîs waj, 
Hîgh heaven his guardian, lest he go astraj. 
Its sacred rules no devions course allow. 
Shottld for a time deceit around him throw 
Its wioked spells, reflection leads him right. 
His acts again with heavenlj truth are brîght.** 

We shall leave the two heroes, Chow Yung 
and Chin Pang, amîd the happîness of 
theîr newiy-formed alliance, and retum to 
trace the fortunes of the rebels in Shan Se. 
After they had got possession of the two 
hêên of Tsze Yang and Pïh Ho, their chîef 
Wang Che Fan made several attacks both 
on Hing Gan foo and Yêên Gan foo, but 
without success. He therefore assembled 
ail his oflBcers in the second month of the 
seventh year of Ching Tïh, and selected 
one hundred thousand of the boldest troops 
to attack the latter city. 

Yang Yïh Ts'ing being infonned of thîs, 
încreased the number of the garrison, and 
forwarded a fresh mémorial to the capital. 
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He had been disappointed at receîvîng no 
answer to the former one, and had de- 
spatched some of his people to ascertain 
the reason. Thèse brought hîm word, that 
a party of vîUains were aiming at the sole 
authority, on which he would hâve retumed 
at once to extermînate them, had ît not 
been that the movements of Che Fan made 
ît diflBcult for him to leave Shan Se. On 
the présent occasion, therefore, as the dar- 
îng of the rebels rendered ît necessary for 
hîm to wrîte another despatch, he ordered 
hîs messenger to go wîth ît directly to 
Leang Choo. 

As soon as the guardian receîved ît, he 
proceeded to the palace, and communîcated 
the întellîgence to the Emperor. Hîs ma- 
jesty instantly proposed to hîm, that the 
Beast-subduîng General should be ap- 
pointed commander-în-chief, and proceed 
to the seat of war. 

" Not so," observed Leang Choo ; " Tô 
Gaou îs an uncultivated rustîc, and as he 
but lately appeared at court, he cannot be 
able to direct the movements of an army, 
and would, I fear, mîsmanage such a great 
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aflfaîr, whîch concerns the înterests of the 
empire/* 

" Whom then do you propose?" **In 
my humble opinion, Le Tung Yang is 
the person" for thîs duty ; for he îs pru- 
dent, and his abilities render him alike con- 
spicuous in peace and war. Le Tsze Keang, 
son of the président of the board of reve- 
nue, being the child of a meritorious father, 
and endowed himself with great military 
talents, may command the van, and the 
director of the board of war, Sun Kêên 
Chang, possessing extensive knowledge and 
skill, may hâve charge of the commissariat 
department. If your majesty will send 
thèse men with one hundred thousand va- 
liant soldiers to unité with Yang Yïh],Ts-ing, 
the thievish vermin will surely be extir- 
pated/* 

The Emperor was delighted with thèse 
nominations, and commanded Leang Choo 
to Write ofF a decree, making the appoint- 
ments, and intimating the necessity of 
preparing immediately for the joumey, 
without entering the palace to hâve an in- 
terview with himself. He sent also thiç 



-'-.1 



RAMBLES or CHING TIH, 237 

seal of office to Le Tung Yang along wîtb 
the decree, of whîch the guardîan himself 
was the bearer, Tung Yang knelt down, 
and perfonned the cérémonies of audience, 
while the decree was read, and then rose 
up, and sat down wîth his friend, 

The guardian related to him the Em- 
peror^s proposai to intrust the command to 
Tô Gaou. " I interposed," said he, " and 
prevented such a measure, by proposing 
yourself. When you reach Shan Se, you 
must acquaint Yang Yïh Ts'ing with the 
villanous proceedings in the palace, and 
request him to retum with his victorious 
troops, and extirpate the crafty crew. I 
shall attend to the business of the court 
while you are absent, so that you need not 
be anxîous; but înstantly forward orders 
to your two associâtes to commence their 
march." 

With thèse words, Leang Choo took his 
leave of the gênerai, and returned to the 
palace, to announce that he had transmitted 
the decree ; and in the mean time Yang 
sent orders to his two associâtes to get 
ready one hundred thousand able-bodied 
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soldiers. This being done, he sacrîficed to 
the flagy set the troops in motion» and ail 
in martial array commenced a most impos- 
ing march to Shan Se. 

While the army was on its route the fol- 
lowing circumstances led our two friend^^ 
Yung and Pang, to join it. From the day 
on which they formed their aHianee, they 
had proved inséparable companions, either 
hunting on the hills, or practising archery 
and horsemanship at home. The route of 
the troops was not far from their dwelliug ; 
and the day on which they passed by, Yung 
and his brother, being at leisure, took their 
bows and arrows, and went out to hunt. In 
the course of their rambling they came to 
a lofty hill covered with trees and bushes, 
and as they were looking about to find a 
pathy there rushed out a Heae Chae, The 
hunters instantly attacked it with their 
hammers, and the animal, unable to with- 
stand them, ran oflP right down the hîll, 
eagerly pursued. On reaching the bottom, 
the Heae Chae found itself among Tung 
Yang's soldiersy and commenced biting 
every one who came in its way«:. The men 
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attacked it with their guns and spears, but 
neither balls nor steel could pîerce its skin ; 
so that after more than a score of them had 
been wounded» they ran in haste to the 
hînder camp, and reported the matter to 
the commander. 

Tung Yang immedîately gave orders that 
Sun Kêên, and Le Tsze Kean, should go 
and seize the créature, but the two gênerais 
were obliged to flee, after receiving several 
wounds from its claws, By this time Chow 
Yung and Pang had come up, and advanc- 
ing to the Chae they beat it to death with 
their hammers. Their bravery and strength 
was perceived by Tung Yang, who had 
taken his station on a rising ground. Asto- 
nished at their exploit, he requested the 
two men to come to him, and then, while 
they were kneeling before him, inquired 
their sumames, names, and résidence, and 
why, being possessed of such abilities, in- 
stead of remaining concealed in retirement, 
they did not put forth their strength for 
the empire, and acquire honour for their 
wives, and dignity for their posterity. 
Chin Pang iiated as spokesman ; knocking 
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his head upon the earth, he stated their 
sumames and names. " We are natives/* 
said he, " of this district, brothers bound 
to each other by alliance. Our families 
being poor, we hâve no money to carry on 
business, but are compelled to get our live- 
lihood by hunting, We dare not cherish 
such ambitious hopes as to become warrîors, 
and to get a name in history. Your excel- 
lency must excuse us for intrudîng on your 
présence." 

The commander perceived that they were 
men of an elevated spirit and of no com- 
mon order. " Since you are hunters,'' ob- 
served he, " you are perhaps acquainted 
with archery and horsemanship." — ** We 
hâve had no expérience," replied the two 
men, " of guidîng an army, and arranging 
ranks, but we hâve some knowledge of the 
varions military exercises," 

The commander requested them to ex- 
hibit their skill before him, and, observing 
that it was perfect, he said to them, " I am 
now conducting this army to exterminate 
the rebels, and in conséquence of your 
abilities am anxious to take you with me. 
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I will confer on you the rank of standard 
bearers, and retain you by myself ; so that 
you may hâve an opportunity of establish- 
ing your merîts, What say you to the 
proposai ? *' 

- Full of joy, they bowed theîr heads, and 
answered, " We will only return to our 
house, which is not far off, to acquaint our 
mother wîth our good fortune, and then 
come and follow you. Will you allow us 
todothis?'* 

" It is quite right that children should 
do so. I will, in the meantime, cause the 
troops to march slowly, and thus allow you 
to overtake us. Only don't delay, but 
come quickly.'' With thèse words he gave 
them thirty taels for the support of their 
families ; and our two friends, only stopping 
to bow their heads to the ground, in ex- 
pression of their thanks, ran instantly home, 
and informed Pang*s mother, and the rest, 
of what had happened to them, presenting 
to the old lady at the same time the money 
which they had received. One and ail 
were full of joy ; and Wang advised her 
brothers, in case of their vanquishing the' 
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enemy, and retuming to the capital, to 
change their names, lest they should meet 
with some injury from the rascal lier hus- 
band. Yung and the other told her to set 
her mind at rest, for they would know 
what to do ; and then bade them ail fare- 
well, and proceeded to overtake the com- 
mander's horse. 

Tung Yang instantly appomted them 
standard-bearers, and gave them the arrow 
of command. They accordingly took their 
stations at the head of the army, each 
haring five hundred men under him. In 
ail the districts through which they passed 
the magistrates came ont to welcome them, 
and in a little time they reached the bor- 
ders of Shan Se. The commander then 
gave orders that the camp should be 
pitched, and sent word of his arrivai to the 
censor, Yang Yïh Ts*ing. The latter al- 
most leaped for joy at the intelligence, and 
having marshalled his whole army, threw 
open the gâtes of the city, and proceeded 
to meet the reinforcements. When he 
came up to Tung Yang, they conversed 
together in the most friendly way, and 
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proceeded hand in hand to the city, There 
a great feast bad been prepared for tbem, 
and sittîng down, tbey discussed plans for 
destroying the rebels, 

" Wbat îs tbeîr présent condition?" in- 
quîred Le Tung Yang. 

" Tbeîr numbers," said Ts'ing, " amount 
to several myriads, ail fuU of spirits, Tbey 
bave already got possession of Tsze Yang 
and Pïb Ho, and are now besîeging Yêên 
Gan foo, wbîcb is redueed to great straits. 
Some days ago, Tsîn Wân Cbe, prefect of 
tbe subjected béên of Tsze Yang, sent me 
a letter, saying tbat tbe rebels were kept 
up by one Ma Wan Cbing, a very bold and 
determined man of E Cbuen béên in Yêén 
Gan foo, Formerly, ît seems, tbis indi- 
vidual, wbo is possessed of a beroic spirit, 
and is brotber-in-law to Wang Sbow Jin, 
taugbt a military academy in Lew Yang 
béên, Having beard tbat Lew Kin was 
usurping tbe sole autbority, and bad driven 
Sbow Jin to drown bimself, be was so en- 
raged, tbat be resolved to marcb to tbe 
capital, and exterminate tbeEunucb's party, 
Wbile be was in tbis mind, be beard tbat 
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Che Fan was coUecting an army under pre- 
tence of marching to the capital, and 
destroying the Eunuch ; and giving him 
crédit for thèse intentions, he joined him 
with his scholars. His real design is to 
eut off the villains that injure the people ; 
and when he reduced Tsze Yang, he did 
not permit the slightest outrage to be done, 
insomuch that the people met him with in- 
cense and candies. But he has ascertained 
lately, that Che Fan is plotting to seize the . 
kingdom, and slaughter the soldiers and 
people, and is not at ail satisfied, but will 
submit as soon as our army approaches. 
Let us once get this man, and the rebels 
will be very easily subdued, To-morrow 
I will march to Tsze Yang with a single 
troop, and speak him well, advising him to 
submit, You can in the meantime proceed 
to relie ve Yêên Gan foo, and I will join 
you there with Ma Wan Ching, if he 
should submit. We shall then attack the 
rebels together, and there is no doubt that 
they will be exterminated/' 

Their plan of opération being thus set- 
tled, Tung Yang took leave, and retumed. 
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to the camp. Immediately on hîs arrivai 
he gave orders that the soldîers should 
breakfast next moming at the fifth watch, 
andj march with daybreak on Yêên Gan 
foo. 

Very early next day Yang Yïh Ts'ing 
commanded, from his hall, that the soldiers 
of the right and left camps should arm, and 
be in readiness, and in a trice they ail ap- 
peared in the field of exercise. The censor 
himself came to them in a little on horse- 
back, and in complète armour ; and having 
selected ten thousand men, marched di- 
rectly for Tsze Yang. At the same time 
he sent word to Kin Hwa Hill to the Major- 
General, Çhaou Ting Heaou, of his move- 
ments, telling him to keep firmly in his 
camp ; but if any of the rebels should come 
his way defeated, then to issue forth and 
intercept them. 

In a little time he drew near to Tsze 
Yang, and sent a messenger inviting Ma 
Wan Ts'ing to a conférence. Before this, 
that individual had been informed that the 
Emperor had sent Le Tung Yang as com- 
mander-in-chief, and that the army had 
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at the same time any of the soldiers and 
people who mîght hâve any thing to suggest 
to corne and see him witliout delay. 

The inhabitants repaired to his tent in a 
crowd. " We are grateful to your excel- 
lency," said they, " for your abundant 
kindness, which even the shedding of our 
galls could not récompense. Since you 
hâve formed this intention, we will, as soon 
as the soldiers arrive, go out and submit, 
make mention of your benevolence and 
justice, and beseech the gênerai to employ 
you, in recompense for the favours you 
hâve donc to us." 

Wan Ching, having heard this, prepared 
a flag of surrender, and told the people to 
waît within the city. 

" His loyal heart was roused agaîn to life ; 
He stood at once a pîllar of the land.'* 
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CHAP. XVII. 

" Boldly the rebel power the war maîntalned, 
Yet easy victory the brave gênerais gained. 
Theîr plans with little trouble were discuss'd, 
And treason soon was trampled in the dust." 

The same day that Wan Ching formed the 
resolution which is related in the preceding 
chapter, and made the subséquent prépar- 
ations, there was heard a çonfused noise o£ 
men and horsès ; and while hé was about 
to send a man to see what occasioned it, he 
was suddenly summoned by name by some 
one without the city. The inhabitants 
ascended the watchtower, and looked round, 
when the great army was observed encamped 
about three le from the walls, the varions 
weapons of the soldiers being piled sepa- 
rately in order. Beneath the flag at the 
camp-gate sat a man with a golden helmet, 
and incased in bumished armour, and on 
the flag was written in large characters, 




RAMBLES OF CHING TIH. 249 

" Govemor of the armies, Censor Yang," 
from which the spectators at once knew 
that it was the governor of Shan Se with 
hîs troops. 

They hastily therefore descended the 
tower, and hoisted a flag to signify that 
they surrendered ; at the same time they 
threw the gâtes wide open, and the whole 
population proceeded, Hke a string of ants, 
to the camp. When they drew near to it, 
however, they were stopped by the guards, 
upon which they knelt upon the earth, and 
presented a paper intimating their submis- 
sion. The same document also signified 
Wan Ching's intention to surrender, and 
contained many expressions of the inhabit- 
ants in his praise. 

Yang Yïh TsMng's countenance expanded 
on its perusal. He accepted their submis- 
sion, and told the people to return quickly 
to the city, and request Wan Ching and 
Tsin Wan Che to come and see him. This 
was no sooner intimated to thèse two indi- 
viduals than they bound themselves, and 
proceeded to the camp, acknowledging their 
crimes. Yïh Ts'ing, however, at once left 
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his seat, with his own hands loosed theîr 
bonds, and then allowed them to be seated. 
They both expressed their thanks for his 
forgiving their crimes, sparing the lives of 
the inhabitants, and accepting their sub- 
mission, declaring also that they dared not 
sit in his présence. " I hâve heard," said 
he, " the people's praises of your benevo- 
lence and uprightness, and know you to be 
men of heroic spirits. Sit down therefore 
by ine, and when you hâve seen the com- 
mander-in-chief. Le Tung Yang, you will 
be invested with offices which will afFord 
you an opportunity of exterminating the 
rebel vermin. When we return in triumph 
to the capital, moreover, I will report your 
merit to the Emperor, who will appoint 
you to higher honours." 

Having encouraged the men in this way, 
he entered the city along with them, com- 
posed the minds of the people, and then 
spread a great feast to reward the soldiers 
for their toils. 

Wliile they were feasting, the governor 
inquired who had charge of Shïh Tseuen 
héên. 
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" The commander/' saîd Wan Chîng, 
" is Chiih Yung Peaou, a man of determined 
valeur. He has also under him four thou- 
sand heavy-armed soldiers, so that our best 
plan will be to take the hêên by stratagem, 
and not by force. To-morrow I will lead 
my troops, as if I had been defeated, and 
deceive him to open the city to receive us. 
Your excellency can follow after with 
the army, and while I enter the city, en- 
camp without the walls, and then, when 
you hear the report of musketry within, lead 
your troops to the attack, and enter. You 
can at the same time send six thousand 
soldiers to form an ambuscade near the 
west and north gâtes ; and thus, as you 
will rush in ail at once, there is only the 
south gâte left for him to make his escape 
by. In that direction, however, he will be 
intercepted by Major-General Chaou Ting 
Heaou, with the troops that are encamped 
at the foot of Kin Hwa hill ; and when we 
press upon him behind, and he is thus at- 
tacked on both sides, he must be caught." 
When the govemor had heard this plan he 
struck the table in admiration. ** A won- 
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derfdl acheme,'' cried he, ** and to-morrow 
we wiîl prit ît in opération." And with 
diÎÂ intenûon they separated for the 

Xex: momfng Yang Yîh Tsing sent Tsin 
Win Che to the north gâte with three thou- 
àand men, and Lieutenant Chang She Yung 
w::h Jà manv to the west, with orders that 
i? sC'On as the gâtes were opened they 
slioold rnsh ail at once into the citv. He 
nexî told Wan Ching to proceed with 
bis own troops ^uid obtain an entrance. 
The two lieutenants, Gô Yuen and Mâh 
Shun, were left in charge of Tsze Yang, 
and strictly ordered to keep the gâtes shut, 
and protect the inhabitants. Though the 
rebels should arrive, thev were on no ac- 
count to move out of the citv. AU thèse 
arrangements having been made, he himself 
foUowed Wan Ching with the main body. 

When the latter reached the city moat, 
he put on the appearance of having been 
defeated, and caUed to the warders to open 
the gâte. This they did as soon as they 
reeognised him from the watch-tower, and 
saw the royal troops in close pursuit, fol- 



EAMBLE8 OF CHING TIH. 253 

lowing behind like a swarm of bées ; Wân 
Ghing and his men then entered in a body, 
and, advaneing to the tower, put ail the 
rebels in it to the sword. This done, they 
first broke open the gâtes, and then turned 
again and marched into the city, looking 
for Chùh Yung Peaou. 

At the time that gênerai was drinking in 
his hall ; but no sooner did he hear a great 
noise outside, than he knew some change 
must be going on, and instantly seized 
his fork, mounted his horse, collected his 
heavy-armed troops, and went forth. Just 
at this moment Wang Ching came up, and 
Peaou was about to speak to him, when 
the other aimed a blow at him with his 
spear, and wounded him in the shoulder. 
Peaou instantly raised his fork to oppose 
him, and they had exchanged about ten 
thrusts, when three différent bodies ap- 
proached to attack the city, on the east, 
west, and north. Alarmed at the sight, 
Peaou had no heart to maintain the combat, 
but fled off by the south gâte. Yïh T'sing 
and his newly-acquired friend followed in 
pursuit^ leaving Tsin Wân Che and Chang 
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She to search for any rebels that might 
remain in the city. 

Peaou's flight was intercepted by the ma- 
jor-general, Chaou Ting Heaou. Having re- 
ceived the govemor's letter the day before, 
Heaou was acquaînted with his plans, and 
was holding a council in his tent with hîs 
officers, when some scouts brought him 
Word that a troop of rebels was advancing 
in great haste, as if they were in flight. 
When he heard this, he armed, and mounted 
on horseback, coUecting and marshalling 
his troops at the same time, to be in readi- 
ness for action. Thèse préparations being 
notified to Yung Peaou by his outriders, 
he was so terrîfied that his soûl left his 
body without its guiding lord. 

" Althougli his hands were motionless, 
His trembling body shook. 
No matter stain'd his guilty cheeks, 
But colour them forsook." 

Seeing that there was no way for him in 
front, and that the pursuers were ap- 
proaching behind, he looked up to Heaven, 
and sighed, saying, " My life is at an end." 
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Wîth thèse words he ealled loudly to his 
men to follow him boldly, for if they could 
not force their way, they must die on the 
spot. He then dashed forward, shouting, 
with his uplifted fork, and Heaou advanced 
to meet him. The royal troops were many ; 
and notwithstanding ail his efforts, the 
rebel could not make his escape. Yïli 
T'sing's troops also approached, and at- 
tacked him on the other side, inclosing his 
party, as it were, in an iron vessel. The 
fight, however, was maintained for half the 
day, from nine o'clock till three, till 
Peaou, ail covered with wounds, remained 
the only surviving rebel. Looking round, 
and seeing his condition, he abandoned 
himself to despair, cried aloud three times, 
and eut his throat. 

The soldiers then drew near, and eut oflF 
his head, which they carried to Le Tung 
Yang's tent, and hung up as a spectacle to 
the public, and a record of Ma Wan Ching's 
merits. After this exploit, the governor 
ordered Chaou Tin g Heaou to lead his 
soldiers to Shïh Tseuen, and there encamp 
without the city, to intercept Che Fan's 
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retreat, while he himself, along with Wan 
Ching and the victorious army, tumed to- 
wards Yéên Gan foo, Che Fan had been 
besiegîng that city for a month, with one 
hundred thousand men, but without suc- 
cess. News was brought to him, however, 
one day, that the provisions in the city 
were nearly exhausted, and with great joy 
he ordered the soldiers to attack it on every 
side. While he was thus engaged, a scout 
brought him word of Wan Ching*s sub- 
mission, the loss of Tsze Yang, and Shïh 
Tseuen, the disastrous fate of Chûh Yung 
Peaou, and that the royal troops had pro- 
ceeded to Pïh Ho, from which Wang 
Keuen had sent a letter soliciting assist- 
ance. This report came upon him like a 
clap of thunder. He cried out three times, 
and fell down in his tent. The attendants 
approached to his assistance, and he gra- 
dually revived, sighing and exclaiming, 
**Truly Heaven is destroying me, for when 
my work is nearly accomplished, my left 
arm is eut oflP." He then summoned his 
councillor Shang Show Ping to his tent. 
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related to him ail that had taken place, and 
asked what he could su^est. 

" In such a conjuncture of cîrcumstances/* 
said the councillor, " it is of no use giving 
way to your feelings. You had bettersend 
twenty thousand soldiers to march day and 
nîght to the relief of Pïh Ho, and when 
we hâve reduced Yêên Gan, we can consult 
about future measures/' In accordance 
with this advîce, Che Fan despatched two 
officers of his staff, Lew Soo Kae and Le 
Tsze Shing, on the proposed mission; but 
hardly had they gone, when word was 
brought him that the impérial commis- 
sioner Le Tung Yang, commander-in-chief, 
and Le Tsze Yang, leader of the vanguard, 
were advancing with one hundred thousand 
men to relieve Yêên Gan. Fan was thrown 
into great perplexity by this intelligence, 
and sent the messehger to obtain further 
information, while he called Shang Show 
Ping, and asked him how they should op- 
pose the enemy. The councillor suggested 
that they should ascend a hill, and watch 
the enemy's movements in pitching their 
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thoùsand men, and sent them off by two 
différent paths ; Chang Show Ping being 
also ordered to proceed witli ten thoùsand 
men half the way, and there remaîn in 
readiness to succour the others. Strict 
orders were given that they should advance 
to the south east, without either drums 
beating or flags displayed. 

Le Tung Yang, as has been notieed, 
pitched his camp about ten le distant from 
the city, and instantly ordered his guides to 
draw out a map of the surrounding country. 
This being done, he found that there was 
one large road leading directly to Yêên 
Gan foo, and that on the south-east and 
north-west there were two small paths, 
leading one to the back and the other to 
the front of the city. Having examined 
the map, he hung it up outside his tent, 
and published an invitation to ail the sol- 
diers, sayîng that auy one who wished to 
«uggest a plan might corne to his tent and 
make it known. After this had been circu- 
lated, the troops made ready their food, 
having excavated several places for the pur- 
pose. 
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After supper, as there was no business 
in hand. Chou Yung and Ho Chin Pang 
sat down in their tent. Being attracted 
by the gentle light of the moon, however, 
they gave orders to their troops to maintain 
a strict watch in that part of the camp, and, 
mounting their horses, wentrambling among 
the hills; in a little time they reached a 
lofty peak, and admired the greenness of 
the mountain, both sides being covered with 
firs, and the sceneryall around exceedingly 
delightful. 

" On that side," said Chow Yung, 
pointing, "are the thieves. I am afraid 
some one may establish his merit before 
we hâve entered the field. To-morrow, if 
battle be joined, you must endeavour to 
take the rebel chief, in order to exhibit our 
ability." 

A^Tiile they were looking towards Yêên 
Gan foo in every direction, there arose 
indistinctiy at first a cloud of dust at the 
foot of a hill in their front. Yung instantly 
called the attention of his brother to it, and 
declared, from its moving appearance, that 
it must be the rebels coming to plunder 
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the camp. Chin Pang gazed at it atten- 
tively for a time, and then cried, ** It is so, 
indeed!" upon which they both hurried: 
down the hill, and went straight to the 
commanderas tent, to communicate the in- 
formation to him. 

" We went out," said they, " to the hill 
in front, in order to spy, and before us, 
from the south-east, there appeared a cloud 
of dust rolling along. It must be the 
thieves coming to plunder our provisions. 
But as they are advancing to attack us hère, 
there must be few troops and no leader 
left before the city, so that we humbly 
think the best plan will be to meet their 
stratagem by another. Your excellency 
can lead a body yourself by the small 
south-east path, to meet the attack, and 
leave Le Tsze Keang hereito guard the 
great road, while we proceed with our own 
troops and five thousand men more by the 
small path on the north-west, and relie ve 
Yêên Gan foo. If we succeed, we shall 
join our troops with the garrison, and fall 
upon the rebels from the south-east, and 
thus prevent their van and their rear from 
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assisting each other. Thiis, on the east will 
be the troops of your excellency, on the 
west those of the censor his honour Yang, 
on the south those of the major-general 
Chaou Ting Heaou, and on the north Le 
Tsze Keang and ourselves. The rebels 
will not be able to effect a retreat in any 
direction, and by this one exploit our work 
will be completed. This plan we submit 
to your excellency*s considération. 

^ To surely catch the tîger fierce, 
We hîde the bended bow ; 
The scented bait is well prepared, 
To take the golden Go." 
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CHAP. XVIII. 

" 'Tis vain for man to vex Lis mînd, 

Possess'd with fortune's lust ; 
The dream of death cornes o*er hîm soon, 

And changes him to dust. 
We think not grass upon the wall 

Will last a thousand jears ; 
As vain the record which the tomb 

A century uprears !" 

The plan proposed in the conclusion of last 
chapter by Chow Yung and Ho Chin Pang 
filled the commander with joy. He clapped 
his hands, and cried in admiration, "A won- 
derful scheme ! '* and instantly gave orders 
that ail the troops should hold themselves 
in readiness for action. 

This was no sooner communicated 
throughout the camp, than ail the ofBcers 
assembled. The two proposers of the plan 
were then despatched with five thousand 
men, Tung Yang telling them to be careful, 
and that if successful they should be placed 
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at the very top of the list of merit. They 
aecordingly proceeded first to their own 
encampments, to carry with them their own 
troops also» and then marched towards the 
city by the private way on the north-west. 

After they were gone, Tung Yang caused 
the provisions to be moved to the centre of 
the camp, and, guarded by Sim Keen Ching 
with thirty thousand men, encamped at a 
distance of two le from the road. Thèse 
were ail to keep quite still, unless the rebels 
came upon them, when they had only to 
discharge a signal gun, and assistance would 
be at hand. Four officers of his staflP were 
then sent, with four thousand men, to form 
an ambuscade on each side of the road 
close by the camp, and Le Tsze Keang 
conducted a body of ten thousand men 
half way to the city, there to give his as- 
sistance as it might. be required. Four 
other officers were aiso instructed to con. 
ceal themselves on each side of the small 
path on the south-east, with a thousand 
archers, as many spearmen, and eight thou- 
sand other troops, until half the rebels 
should hâve passed, and then to discharge 
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their signal guns, and attack them in the 
middle. Tlie archers, from the rising 
grounds on each sîde, could prevent the 
latter half from advancing, till the body 
under Tung Yang's own command came 
up, when they should attack and pursue 
the enemy in concert. 

Having made ail thèse arrangements, and 
seen the varions detachments move ofF, the 
commander put himself at the head of the 
main army, and led it to the entrance of 
the road, the lanterns and fire vessels being 
ail covered with oil cloth, about two le 
from the camp, which was left empty, in 
order to deceive the enemy. 

AU this while Che Fan was advancing. 
Having passed the spot where the road di- 
verged towards the royal camp, he looked 
round in every direction. AU was dark 
and still, without the slightest note of pré- 
paration. Supposing, in conséquence, that 
his plan had succeeded, he discharged a 
signal gun, and his men rushed forward at 
once with torches flaming, drums beating, 
and flags waving. But no sooner had they 
reached the camp, than they were received 
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with a discharge of signal guns, and an 
array of lamps illuminating the sky, and 
the soldiers rushed at the same time from 
their conclealment on every side in great 
numbers, so that Che Fan's soûl fled from 
his body with terror. He urged his men 
forward, however, till he was alarmed by 
the report of guns in his rear. He then 
wished to retreat, but his men, being at- 
tacked by the bodies in ambush on each 
side, were separated into two parties. In 
thèse circumstanees they attempted to make 
their way round the hill, but before they 
had gone a bowshot Le Tsze Keang was 
upon them, and they were thus inclosed 
in a circle of enemies. 

The stars seemed now to sink to Che 
Fan's terrified vision. The moon also be- 
came dark, theTow* tumed round, and the 
elouds tossed about wildly. He wished to 
abandon the combat, but could not ; he 
tried to save his life, but could think of 
no plan. While in imminent danger, how- 
ever, Chang Show Ping, with the rest of 

* A constellation. 
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the rebels who had been intercepted, suc- 
ceeded, by desperate efforts, in forcing 
their way to their leader, and rescued him 
from the enemy. On fînding himself at 
liberty, he plied his horse well with the 
whip, and scoured back, like a startied hare, 
along the path by whieh he had advanced. 
But in this direction he was met by Chow 
Yung and Ho Chin Pang, whose enter- 
prise had been quite successful. On reach- 
ing the rebels' camp, they found it quite 
undefended, and before a man could move 
a hand they effected such a slaughter that 
the bodies covered the earth in every direc- 
tion, and the ground was stained with 
blood. The enemy then fled in every di- 
rection, and the garrison, seeing that assist- 
ance had corne to them, issued from the 
city, and joined the victorious forces. Ho 
Chin Pang ordered them to remain in the 
enemy's camp, while he proceeded in pur- 
suit of the fugitives, telling them if the 
rebels should come back to retake their 
camp, to fire a signal gun, when he would 
lead his soldiers to their assistance. 

Having made his arrangements, he and 
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Chow Yung proceeded to their own camp by 
the path in the south-east, and when they 
had reached about half way they met Che 
Fan and his defeated army. They immedi- 
ately stopped the rebels, and engaged them, 
so that they were now attacked on both sldes, 
and escape rendered impossible. Chang 
Show Ping, seeing their condition, climbed 
up the hill along with Che Fan ; but even 
thus they could not escape, for Chow Yung, 
observing that the rebels did not retire, 
notwithstanding the slaughter which was 
made among them, concluded that the com- 
mander-in-chief was pressing on them 
from behind, and, giving notice to Chin 
Pang to keep his ground, led the archers 
up the hill, intending to shoot the rebels 
from the height. Quite unexpectedly, 
when he had reached the top, he came 
upon Che Fan and his councillor, trying 
to make their escape. 

" Men will not enter Heaven's wide open hall, 
But boldly press to the shut gâte of hell." 

As soon as Chow Yung saw them, he ran 
forward, crying out, " Stop rebels, till I 
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take your livesl" and with thèse words 
he bent his bow, and discharged an arrow 
at Che Fan. The arrow hit the horse on 
which the rebel was rîding, so that the 
animal threw hhn in terror to the earth, 
where he was secured by the soldiers. 
Chow Yung then discharged another arrow, 
which wounded Chang Show Ping in the 
back of the head, and brought him to the 
ground with a shout. The soldiers also 
bound him, and Chow Yung descending the 
hill with the two, cried ont with a loud 
voice, " Your gênerai has been taken by 
me. If you will now surrender, you may ; 
but if not, I will shoot you without mercy." 
The rebcls were in such distress, that 
thèse words seemed to them like the pro- 
clamation of a gênerai pardon. They threw 
away their weapons, and knelt down in a 
body, expressing their thanks and tender- 
ing their submission. Ho Chin Pang then 
took their number, which amounted to 
above fourteen thousand, and having se- 
cured ail their carriages and weapons, con- 
ducted them to the commanderas tent, 
along with Chow Yung and his captives. 

N 3 
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Leaving the rebels outside, the two bro- 
thers entered, and addressed Tung Yang. 
" Under the auspices of your happy for- 
tune/* said they, " we hâve succeeded in 
taking the chief of the rebels, and in caus- 
ing more than ten thousand of his foUowers 
to surrender. They are now without the 
tent, awaiting your décision." 

The joy of the commander at thèse tid- 
ings was very great. He requested the 
two victors to rise up and sit down by him- 
self, and then transmitted orders, that the 
rebel and his assistant should be carried to 
the rear in cages, and carefuUy guarded 
there, until Wang Keuen should be taken 
also, when the three might be sent to the 
capital together. With regard to the large 
numbers that had submitted, he observed, 
that they had probably surrendered only 
on account of the urgency of their situa- 
tion, and might occasion trouble by some 
sudden and turbulent movement. Chow 
Yung, however said, that he had a scheme 
in mind, which would relieve him from 
ail anxiety on that score. The commander 
inquired what it was, and the other replied. 
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"I willnowgo out to thèse men, and counsel 
them well, and tell them to go instantly to 
Pïh-Ho, to Wang Keuen, and prétend to 
' hâve been eut ofF from hîs brother by an 
attack of our soldiers. They can înform 
him also, that Che Fan is very hard pressed 
near Yêên Gan, and Keuen will certaînly 
lead hîs troops thither to relieve his bro- 
ther. In the meantime, my brother and 
I will conduct, each of us ten thousand 
men half-way to Pïh-Ho, and lie concealed 
on both sides of the road, at the bottom of 
the Fei Fung Hill. Your excellency can 
also lie in ambush, with twenty thousand 
men in front of the hill, and send Le Tsze 
Keang with as many behind it. I shall, 
moreover, order thèse troops that hâve sur- 
rendered, in case Wang Keuen should do 
as I hâve supposed, to commence a tumult 
within the army as soon as he reaches the 
Fei Fung Hill, and to discharge a gun as 
a signal for us to attack him on every 
side. The rebel may speedily be caught, 
as also his men, while the plan will en^ 
able us to test the intentions of thèse ten 
thousand troops. It will be well also to 

N 4 



272 RAMBLES OF CHING TIH. 

send word to Yan Yïh Ts'ing, and request 
him to press upon Pïh-Ho, and after the 
capture of Wang Keuen we can join him 
with our forces." 

Le Tung Yang was struck with admira- 
tion of this scheme, and expressed his 
cordial approbation of it. He requested 
the two men to go and give the necessary 
orders to the men, and then to corne and 
receive their own quota of troops. They 
accordingly proceeded to the front of the 
tent, and addressed the now loyal soldiers : 
" Heroes," said they, " since you hâve re- 
tumed to your allegiance, ail will go right. 
The commander now wishes to entrust you 
with a service, on the exécution of whîch 
he will report you to his majesty, and 
obtain for you high offices and dignities. 
Are you willing to undertake it ? " 

** Since your excellencies," replied they 
with one voice, "hâve been pleased to 
accept our submission, we shall împlicitly 
obey ail your commands." 

Chow Yung then acquainted them with 
his scheme so far as concemed themselves, 
and having charged them to comply faith- 
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fuUy with his commands, in order to pre- 
vent future repentance, he gave them a 
yellow flag, to distinguish them from Wang 
Keuen's troops. The soldiers immediately 
marched off to Pïh-Ho, and the two bro- 
thers returned into the tent, when the 
commander furnished them with the num- 
ber of troops whieh Chow Yung had speei- 
fied, and made every other arrangement in 
aceordance with the plan, Le Tsze Keang 
being ordered to rush from his ambuscade 
as soon as he heard a signal gun, and join 
the troops which were marshalled under a 
yellow flag. Shun Kêên Chang was left, 
as before, in charge of the provisions and 



When the soldiers had reached Pïh-Ho, 
as Yung commanded them, they called 
aloud to open the gâte, which the warders 
instantly reported to Wang Keuen. The 
gênerai having ascended the watch-tower, 
and recognized them as troops belonging to 
his own party, ordered them to be admitted. 
He then înquired the reason of their com- 
ing, and they repeated the story which 
Chow Yung had told them, which Keuen 
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had no sooner heard than he marshalled 
twenty thousand men to foUow the newly 
arrived body to the relief of his brother, 
and took the command of them himself, 
leaving two of his officers in charge of the 
city. As sôon as they arrived in front of 
Fei Fung Hill, his vanguard discharged a 
signal gun, raised a yellow flag, and tumed 
upon the army that folio wed them. At 
the same moment the royal troops rushed 
from their concealment in every direction, 
and surrounded the rebels. Keuen, seeing 
the State of afFairs, wanted to fly, but was 
observed by Ho Chin Pang, who was en- 
gaged in the foremost ranks. Summoning 
ail his énergies for the combat, that hero 
dashed through the circle, and advanced to 
take the rebel, which the other no sooner 
observed than he fled. Pang, however, was 
not to be baffled. He foUowed quickly in 
pursuit, and succeeded in wounding Keuen's 
right thigh with his spear. The rebel fell 
from his horse in terror, and ran off, not- 
withstanding the pain which he felt. Chin 
Pang also dismounted, and pursued him. 
They fought together for about ten minutes, 



RAMBLES OF CHING TIH. 275 

but Keuen was unable to get the victory 
on account of his wound. Pang succeeded 
in taking him, and having bound him with 
a bridle, led him to the front of the army. 

The rebels, seeing that ail their leaders 
were taken, instantly knelt down, and 
begged to be allowed to surrender. Tung 
Yang yielded his permission, and after ap- 
pointing some ofBcers to take their number, 
separated them into différent bodies, and sta- 
tioned them in the several camps in order to 
guard against contingencies. This matter 
settled, he advanced with ail his troops to 
Ho Pïh hêên. 

The commander and Yang Yïh Ts'îng 
met in the neighbourhood of the city, and 
having joined their forces, commenced to 
besiege it. They maintained such a strict 
blockade, that even a drop of water could 
not pass through their Unes. At the same 
time they made repeated attacks upon the 
walls, so that the two ofBcers in charge of 
them were thrown into consternation. Ob- 
serving from the watch-tower the force of 
the royal troops, they concluded that the 
garrison, though several thousand strong, 
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could not hold out against them. They 

therefore consulted together, wîshîng to 

surrender the city, but afraid that the Em- 

peror would not receive them. In the midst 

of their hésitation there approached a body 

of soldiers, marshalled under a yellow flag 

with the words ** Soldiers that hâve sur- 

rendered'* written on it in large characters. 

Some of thèse called to the two officers to 

corne out and surrender, for if they did not, 

they would hâve to repent their obstinacy. 

^ One âsfs defeat plonged them in deep suspense, 
Thej wish'd to yield, and mercy supplicate.** 




277 



CHAR XIX. 

The commanders of the garrison, hearing 
themselves addressed in the way we hâve 
related by those who were lately their own 
partizans, felt assured that they themselves 
would also be pardoned on submission, and 
accordingly they threw open the gâtes and 
went forth. On their bended knees they 
made their approach to Le Tung Yang, 
who forthwith proceeded to the city. His 
first step was to number the inhabitants, 
and to publish a proclamation to prevent 
their being alarmed, and afterwards he 
enroUed the sumames of ail the rebels who 
had surrendered, in a volume, that he might 
présent them to the Emperor on his retum 
to the capital. This done, he rewarded 
the labours of the soldiers with a great 
feast. 

In the order of merit Ho Chin Pang and 
Chow Yung ranked first, and next to them 
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came Ma Wan Ching. The list was long, 
containing ail that had dîstinguîshed them- 
selves, and also the rebels who had after- 
wards fought under the yellow flag. 

Whilethey were feasting, the commander- 
in-chief related the plan which the two 
heroes had proposed to Yang Yïh Ts'ing 
Ma Wan Ching; but when Chow Yung 
saw him enter his name and sumame in 
the list, the advice which Wang had given 
him occurred to his memory. He rose 
from his seat therefore, and kneeling down 
before Tung Yang, requested him to change 
his name and sumame, The other inquired 
the reason, and Yung told him minutely the 
history of Kin Tô Gaou. Ail the officers 
were excited, and rendered indignant by 
the relation. The commander was espe- 
cially aflFected, for it stirred up the sources 
of his own grief. He could not restrain 
himself, but sighed aloud, and abandoned 
himself to sorrow. 

Yang Yïh Ts*ing, however, observed, 
" SinceTô Gaou acts in this lawless manner, 
it is only necessary that I represent his 
conduct to the Emperor, and hâve him 
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punished. What is there in the matter to 
cause your excellency so much grief?** 
On this Tung Yang related to him the 
union which had been formed between Lew 
Kin, Tô Gaou, and Tseaou Fang, and also 
the message with which Leang Choo had 
entrusted him. No sooner had he finished 
than Yïh Ts*ing struck the table with his 
fist in a great rage, and exclaimed, " Who 
would hâve thought that his little majesty 
could hâve been so misled during the short 
time that I hâve been absent from the 
court ? I shall retum and extenninate the 
thieves, for I swear that I will not stand 
in the court together with such villains/' 

The other officers observed loudly that 
unless he did so the empire would ère long 
be involved in calamities, when the govemor 
replied to them, " My mind is made up ; 
only hâve patience for a little, and don*t 
let the purpose get abroad." And with 
thèse words he tumed to Chow Yung and 
Ho Chin Pang, and told them not to be 
afraid, for that he would support them. 

The feast was soon after concluded, and 
the officers separated to their respective 
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tents for the night, Tung Yang givîng 
orders that the prisoners should be care- 
fuUy guarded. Next moming Yang Yïh 
Ts*mg sent to the govemors of the other 
province, and obtained in ail eight memo- 
rials to his majesty, accusing Lew Kin of 
awakening dissatisfaction amongthe people, 
and causing those insurrectionary move- 
ments in the borders by his oppressive 
measures, and requesting consequently that 
lie might be punished according to the 
laws. When he had secured ail thèse, the 
govemor sent an order to the major-gene- 
ral, Chaou Ting Heaou, intrusting him for 
a timé with his own govemment, and telling 
him to appoint in the mean time the ex- 
pectant literati to the charge of the varions 
hêên, to await the Emperor*s décision. He 
also despatched several bodies of troops to 
the varions passes, to foUow up his success 
against the rebels, and guard against future 
disturbances. After thèse arrangements 
had been made he coUected the troops, 
and, along with Le Tung Yang, led them 
back in triumph to the capital. As they 
passed by Yéên Gan the prefect came out to 
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meet them, and received strict orders from 
Yïh Ts'ing to be'on his guard against the 
remains of the rebels. The officer having 
knocked his head on the ground in token 
of obédience, they marched on to the camp 
of Sun Keen Chung, and after examining 
the stàte of the provisions, ordered the 
camp to be raised, and ail the troops to 
join the march. The army presented an 
iraposing spectacle, the spears and swords 
dazzling thè eyes, the helmets and other 
armour ail fresh and bright, and songs of 
triumph resounding along the way. 

Their approach being speedily notified 
to the Six Boards, Leang Choo, on receiv- 
ing the information, entered the palace, 
and acquainted the Emperor that the censor 
Yang Yïh Ts*ing, and the commander-in- 
chief Le Tung Yang, were retuming in 
triumph, and were indeed close at hand. 
His majesty*s countenance expressed the 
liveliest joy at the intelligence ; but such 
was not the case with Lew Kin. Yang Yïh 
Ts'ing and Wang Show Jin had always been 
objects of envy to the Eunuch, and the news 
of the formeras return threw him into great 
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consternation. Thinking, however, that 
with Tô Gaou to back him he was suffi- 
ciently secure, he merely requested leave 
of absence, on pretence of sickness, and 
retumed home ; but his movement was 
perceived and understood by the guardîan. 
When he was gone the Emperor issued a 
decree that ail the officers, civil and mili- 
tary, should go out of the city to meet the 
conquerors, and Leang Choo instantly left 
the palace bearing this decree in his hands. 
Having assembled ail the officers, he pro- 
ceeded forth with them as enjoined. 

Yang Yïh Ts'ing, being informed by those 
in front of this procession, ordered the 
troops to form in two Unes, and advanced 
forward along with Yung to meet it. After 
exchanging civilities with the officers they 
left Le Tsze Keang with Chow Yung and 
Ho Chin Pang in charge of the army, with 
orders to remain encamped without the city 
till they received orders from the Emperor, 
and then went forward to obtain an audi- 
ence of his majesty. 

After the varions cérémonies had been 
performed, Ching Tïh, addressing himself 
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to the two conquerors, observed, " I gave 
y ou a joint commission to destroy the 
rebels ; what has been your success ? '* 

" Under the happy auspices of our lord," 
said Tung Yang, " our enterprise has been 
successful, and we hâve moreover taken 
alive the rebel chîef, Wang Che Fan, and 
his brother, Wang Keuen. We hâve 
brought them to the capital, and they now 
await your majesty's décision as to their 
fate. We hâve also with us, awaiting your 
orders, more than 30,400 of the rebels 
who surrendered/' 

The Emperor forthwith ordered the pré- 
sident of the board of punishments to cause 
the two prisoners to be beheaded, and their 
heads to be hung up to the public view. 
The care of the rebels which had returned 
to their allegiance was at the same time 
intrusted to the board of war, and the 
governor of the five camps was ordered to 
distribute the royal army among them as 
before, until his majesty should hâve ex- 
amined the lists of ment, and bestowed 
rewards and promotions accordingly. 

The three officers instantly took their 
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leave to carry thèse orders into exécution ; 
and when they had brought back word that 
they had done so, the audience was con- 
cluded, and each officer retumed to his 
own résidence ; Tung Yang sending for 
Chow Yung and Ho Chin Pang to remain 
with him till the decree for their promotion 
should be issued, and Yang Yïh Ts'ing 
doing the same by Ma Wan Ching. 

Next morning his majesty summoned 
the four principal officers in the expédition 
and Leang Choo to a feast in the palace. 
The summons was instantly complied with ; 
and when the pearly wîne had circulated 
several times, Le Tung Yang presented the 
list of merit. The Emperor looked over 
it with his dragon eyes, and observing that 
Ho Chin Pang and Chow Yung occupied 
the first place, he asked, " Who are thèse 
two men ? " 

Tung Yang, at this question, advanced 
from his seat, and said, " The story of 
thèse two men, about whom your majesty 
inquires, may well excite our indignation," 
and with this he ran over To Gaou's his- 
tory ; his union with Lew Kin and Tseaou 
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Fang ; his déception of the Eraperor, and 
attempts to injure his wife ; Wang^s escape 
through the righteousness of Seaou Lêên, 
their pursuit by Gaou, their reseue by 
Chow Yang and Ho Chin Pang ; the alli- 
ance of the former with Gaou ; and the 
circurastances which had led the two to 
join his army on the march, and their sub- 
séquent merits, 

When the commander had completed his 
narrative, the Emperor merely said, " It 
is not possible that To Gaou should be so 
wild and wicked." 

"If your majesty does not believe this 
account/* observed the other officers, " the 
two men are now in the court, You had 
better call them, and learn from themselves 
the varions incidents, from fîrst to last/* 

The young monarch accordingly trans- 
mitted an order summoning Chow Yung 
and his friend to his présence, The two 
heroes repaired instantly to the palace, and 
kneeling before the golden steps, hailed the 
Emperor as the Lord of Ten Thousand 
Years. After this they inquired for what 
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purpose he had summoned such mean indi- 
viduals as them to his présence. 

The Emperor opened his golden mouth, 
and replied : " I hâve seen y ou mentioned 
in the list of merit as having distinguished 
yourselves beyond ail others/* With thèse 
words he told Chow Yung to hear his pro- 
motion, and designated him the Great 
General, Corrector of the West. Ho Chin 
Pang was also entitled, Great Superintend- 
ent, Exterminator of Thieves. The Em- 
peror then told them to rise up and be 
seated ; but the two nobles first gave thanks 
for the impérial favour, and then paid their 
respects to the assembled dignities. It was 
not till they had donc this, that they sat 
down in the lowest seats. 

When they were seated his majesty told 
them to give him a particular account of 
To Gaou's improper conduct, on which 
Chow Yung left his seat, ând related every 
thing from beginning to end. When he 
had concluded, the Emperor said, " Since 
they act in this lawless way, wait until they 
présent themselves in the hall of audience, 
and I will severely reprove them," 
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Yang Yih Ts'ing changed colour at the 
weakness displayed in this speech, Ad- 
dressing himself to the Emperor, he said, 
" My lord, y ou are entirely devoted to 
thèse men, and therefore blindly indulge 
them in their practices. Since I received 
your orders to proceed to the protection of 
the borders, I hâve heard that thèse court- 
waiters hâve been guilty of six crimes, for 
every one of which they ought to be be- 
headed. Nôthing but the confusion occa- 
sioned by the rebellions vermin prevented 
me from retuming to the capital to exter- 
minate them. I hâve often wished to do 
so, and now that I hâve found an oppor- 
tunity to return, I swear that either they 
or I shall fall, and though the statement 
of thèse things should lead to my exécu- 
tion, death, in such a case, will be sweet. 
If your majesty do not think of your de- 
serving servants, but trust and employ 
those slandering thieves, there is no middle 
course of action. We must be punished, 
or they must be put to death.** 

The Emperor observing his angry looks, 
said to him, " Since y ou say they hâve 
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commîtted six capital crimes, you had better 
State them slowly, and in order, instead of 
getting into a passion." 

" How dare I get into a passion,*' re- 
plied Yïh Ts*ing, " before your majesty? 
But hearing that you are exposed to the 
imputation of killing the ministers who hâve 
reproved you, I am willing to adventure 
my life, and lay the matter before you. 
Since you inquire why they ought to be 
beheaded, I reply — 

" First, Because they hâve seduced your 
majesty by the exhibition of trifling plays, 
and disturbed and confounded your mind, 
so that the government of the empire has 
been neglected. 

" Secondly, Because when the ministers 
entered to présent a mémorial to your ma- 
jesty, the insinuations of thèse men caused 
them ail to be reduced to the ranks of the 
common people, and to be bastinadoed, till 
some of the old and meritorious officers 
expired under the bamboo. 

" Thirdly, Because they procured the 
dégradation of Wang Show Jin, and drove 
Chin Ting Yung to kill himself. 
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" Fourthly, Because Lew Kin has built 
a prîvate palace» where he is àssembling 
bold spirits from ail parts, with the inten- 
tion of usurping the throne. 

** Fifthly, Because the Eunuch, in form- 
ing an alliance with Tô Gaou, and admit- 
ting him to his party, has been guilty of 
deceiving your majesty. 

" Sixthly, Because their partizans, dis- 
tributed throughout every province, oppress 
and grind the people, totheequal abhorrence 
of gods and men. 

" The whole empire is anxious for their 
destruction, and if your majesty continue 
still deceived, and do not punish them, 
your kingdom will be involved in calamity/* 
With thèse words he took from his sleeve 
the memorials which he had procured from 
the various provinces, and presented them 
to his majesty. 

Ching Tïh looked over them, and ex- 
claimed, " But there is hère no proof, and 
without proof it wilI be difficult to punish 
them/* 

** If you want for proofs,*' said Yïh 
Ts'ing, " they are easily found, for you 
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need only send men to Lew Kin's palace 
to search. If no proofs are forthcoming, 
our heads shall answer for our crime." 

This proposai being seconded by ail the 
others, the Emperor was obliged to yîeld to 
their wishes, He told them accordingly 
to set about the business, and above ail to 
be sure they procured proofs, 

The governor, having obtained a decree 
to that eflPect, proceeded with the others, 
immediately after the feast was ended, to 
Leang Choo^s, to consult in what manner 
they should proceed. 

** What plan can y ou suggest to catch 
them ?'* inquired he of the guardian. 

"We had better,** replied the other, 
" obtain an order from his majesty in the 
first place, sending Tô Gaou out of the 
capital. This accomplished, we must pro- 
ceed to the house and seize every one of 
the inmates, large and small, and there is 
no fear of the Eunuch's not confessîng his 
crimes. The only difficulty will arise from 
the * dragon-horse,* which îs constantly 
there. If that créature should be guard- 
ing the door, we shall find it difficult to 
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enter, and the domestîcs being many, should 
a liint of our object get out, confusîon will 
ensue, and the attempt may terminate badly 
for ourselves/* 

Chow Yung was by, and instantly 
inquired whether that was not the beast 
which Tô Gaou had subdued. Being 
told that it was, he exclaimed, " Since he 
was able to subdue it, hère are my brother 
and I ; there is no reason to fear. We are 
more than a match for him in martial ex- 
ercises ; and on reaching the palace Chin 
Pang can lay hold of the animal, and keep 
it fast, while I enter and seize the Eunuch*s 
partizans." 

This speech fîUed them ail with joy. 

" In faithfulness and righteousness 
They sought the land's repose, 
And straight they found those valiant men 
To slay their crafty foes." 
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" Youth is the time to court the favourite gale, 
For man cannot the flowing liglit assail. 
Waxes and wanes the moon's cold palUd light ; 
Now bloom the flowers, now fade their glories bright ; 
Heaven*s fixed course heeds not our fond regrets, 
On vigorous action good success awaits." 

As soon as the plan to seize the Eunuch's 
palace had been determined on, Leang 
Choo caused an impérial order to be trans- 
mitted to To Gaou, instructirig him to pro- 
ceed to the five camps with a quantity of 
gold, cloth, wine, and flesh, and reward the 
rebels who had fought after their surrender 
under the yellow flag. Gaou, suspecting 
no plot, immediately complied with the 
order; and no sooner was his departure 
notified to Yang Yïh Ts'ing, than the 
Censor sent the decree which he had ob- 
tained from the Emperor to the board of 
war, and requested to be fumished with 




RAMBLES OF CHING TÏH. 393 

• 

two thousand soldiers. Havîng procured 
thèse, he hîmself, along with Le Tsze 
Keang led half of them to seize Tseaou 
Fang ; while Le Tung Yang, Chang Kêên 
Chung, Ho Ching Pang, and Chow Yung 
conducted the rest to Lew Kin's. On 
amving at the house they seized every one 
they met with, whether large or small, and 
had penetrated to the hall when they were 
stopped by the dragon-horse. The ferocious 
animal instantly leapt forward to attack 
the party, as soon as he perceived they 
were sti-angers; but Ho Ching Pang met 
him, and held him fast, while Chow Yung 
passed through into the inner apartments, 
foUowed by the others, in search of Lew 
Kin. 

As they passed from the hall, they were 
met by the Eunuch, who was coming out to 
see what was the reason of the noise. Chow 
Yung clutched him at once, and told some 
of the soldiers to bind him. At the same 
time he ordered the rest to disperse in 
eveiy direction and secure ail the domestics. 
He himself advanced farther, looking care- 
fully around, and discovered on one side 
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and the sîlver to more than eîghty thou- 
sand. He then caused thèse boxes to 
be carried to the court, whîther he himself 
proceeded with Lew Kin and the other 
prisoners, leavingthe house securely sealed. 

On the way he met Yang Yïh Ts'ing, 
who had succeeded in capturing Tseaou 
Fang. The parties accordingly united, and 
went straight to the impérial présence, 
asking his majesty to try the captives in 
person. Ching Tïh, however, ordered the 
three Sze to conduct the examination ; and 
those oflElcers, having arranged the judgment 
table, had Lew Kin brought before them, 
and told hîm to confess his crime. 

" Of what crime hâve I been guilty,** 
asked the Eunuch ; " and what would you 
hâve me confess ? ' 

On this Le Tung Yang had the boxes 
brought forward and broken open in the 
présence of ail. Immense quantities of 
gold and silver were then produced, and 
tributary contributions froin every one of 
the provinces. Strange and precious things 
such as were not even in the impérial palace, 
were there in numbers, and multitudes of 
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pearls, with the names of raost of which 
the great officers were unacquainted. A 
very large assortment of martial weapons 
also being produced, the judges asked him 
what he had to do with thèse ? 

" Since I received the command of the 
impérial guards, I hâve had thèse in order 
to protect his majesty's person." 

" Granting that they were to protect 
his majesty," asked the judges again, "why 
did you keep them deposited in that inner 
chamber ?" 

To this question the Eunuch could make 
no reply, and ail présent strongly urged 
him to confess, but without effecté In con- 
séquence of his obstinacy, the instruments 
of torture were called for, at sight of which 
he proceeded to make a confession in order 
to spend the time till Gaou could come to 
his rescue. On hearing the varions parti- 
culars, the audience could not help ex- 
claiming, "How could any one cherish 
such intentions !" and when he had ended, 
the judges left the hall, and entered the 
palace to report to the Emperor ail the cir- 
cumstances which had come forth in the 
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examination of Lew Kin's house arid at the 
trial. 

When his m^jesty heard the Eunuch's 
confession, he exclaimed, "Through my 
own blindness I hâve been deceîved by 
them hîtherto, but now I know my fault ;*' 
and with this he ordered that the prisoners 
and their whole families should be conduct- 
ed to the market place, and there behead- 
ed. With an order to this effect in their 
hands, the officers proceeded again to the 
hall, and gave the prisoners, amounting in 
ail to a thousand individuals, into the 
charge of a body of soldiers to conduct 
them to the place of exécution. 

As soon as intelligence of thèse things 
was conveyed to Gaou's family, they were 
ail thrown into the greatest consternation, 
and instantly forwarded the information to 
him. He himself was not less terrified, 
but he gave orders to the messengers to re- 
turn directly to the house and tell his wife 
to marshal ail the domestics with speed, 
make them assume the dress of merchants, 
and then lead them to the place of exécu- 
tion for the rescue of her friends. And 
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having made this arrangement, he liimself 
and his attendants also changed their dress, 
and marched to the scène of death. 

Themessengers flew home and announeed 
the générales orders to his wife. Yùh 
Yung immedi^ely put them into exécu- 
tion, and disguised herself as a man, pro- 
ceeded at the head of her domestics, as a 
Company of merehants, and each with a 
sharp weapon concealed about his person, 
towards the appointed place. 

As she drew near, she found the specta- 
tors numerous enough to form a mountain, 
and a forest of swords and lances gleaming 
ail around ; and the order suddenly struck 
her ear, "The hour has corne, unsheath 
the sword.** Seeîng that not a moment 
was to be lost, Yûh Yung drew her sword 
at once, and with a desperate eflFort pressed 
forward, foUowed by her domestics. The 
soldiers in guard, having mîstaken the new 
corners for what they seemed, were taken 
by surprise ; and before they could recover 
themselves, Lew Kin and Tseaou Fang 
were rescued and carried oflF. 

Chow Yung and Ho Chin Pang in great 
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haste led a thousand horsemen in pursuit, 
and while they were gone Yang Yïh Ts'ing, 
enraged by such an unexpected event, 
ordered the principal domestics and parti- 
zans of the two crimînals to be bebeaded. 
The female slaves, however, and ignorant 
boys, he allowed to be carried home by 
their parents. 

The two pursuers had almost overtaken 
Yùh Yung when her husband came up 
with his troops, and engaged them. A 
sharp contest was maintained for a time, 
Gaou fighting with the utmost fury in fear 
of the arrivai of other pursuers. In this 
way, now fighting, now retreating, the 
party reached the city wall, where the fugi- 
tives found unexpected relief. 

The keeper of the city gâte, Mo Têên 
Yuen, happened to be Tseaou Fang's bro- 
ther-in-law, and Gaou had sent a messen- 
ger forward, informing him of what had 
occurred. He had therefore concerted with 
his wife Chin to assist the Eunuch and his 
party as soon as they should reach the 
wall, and then to fly with them. Accord- 
ingly he sent an inferior officer with five 
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hundred men to lie in ambush on both sides 
the way, outside tbe gâte/ and to attack 
the royal troops should they pursue so far. 
He himself waited at the foot of the wall, 
and as soon as he saw Gaou approaching 
closely pursued, he threw open the gâte to 
allow them to pass, and advanced to fight 
with Chow Yung. After exchanging a 
few blows with that oflElcer, he pretended 
to be defeated, and fled. Yung foUowed 
him out of the city, when suddenly a signal 
gun was discharged, and the soldiers in 
ambush rushed forth on both sides. The 
Corrector of the West, however, and Ho 
Chin Pang, roused their spirits to meet the 
danger, and after beating the three hundred 
men, rolling them to the right and left, 
drove them to flight. Chin Pang in a 
great fury seized their leader, and having 
dragged him from his saddle on to his own 
horse, he threw him to the ground, where he 
was hewn into pièces by some of the soldiers. 
Téén Yuen was also killed amid the ccmfu- 
sion of the fight, and Chow Yung, observ- 
ing that the traitors had in the mean time 
escaped to a great distance, saw that it was 
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in vain to pursue them farther, and led his 
troops back to the place of exécution. 

The oflElcers who remaiiied there were 
fiUed with indignation on hearing of the 
traitors' escape. They proceeded at once 
to the palace, and requested his majesty to 
transmit a proclamation, accompanied with 
their likenesses, to évery province, for 
their appréhension. The Emperor, having 
assented to this, gave orders that ail the 
weapons, dresses, and precious things found 
in Lew Kin's should be conveyed to the 
palace. On this Chow Yung advanced, 
and acquainted his majesty with the way 
in which he had discovered the embroi- 
dered veil, adding, that he was ignorant of 
its use. 

" That veil," replied the Emperor, " is 
a pièce of magie, and is called the * Cloud- 
girdle.* It was sent to me among other 
articles of tribu te ; and if a man repeat 
the charms which are upon it, he can make 
mî^s his chariot, and ride on clouds. 
Since it has come into your hands, you can 
keep it.'* 

Chow Yung having retumed thanks by 
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knocking his head on the ground, the Em- 
peror assigned the palaces of Lew Kin and 
Tseaou Fang to him and Ho Chîn Pang. 
He also conferred on Yang Yïh Ts*ing 
the title of " Kingdom-settling Prince," 
and appointed him a member of the govei-n- 
ment council. Le Tung Yang and Leang 
Choo, and some others, were presented 
with gold, cloth, and omamented silk ; Ma 
Wan Ching was promoted to be the officer 
in waiting before the hall of audience ; and 
Le Tsze Keang was entrusted with the 
command of the garrison of the capital. 
After they had ail and severally retumed 
thanks the assembly broke up, and they 
retumed to their résidences. 

But we must now proceed to trace the 
course of Lew Kin and his companions. 
After escaping from the capital they con- 
tinued their flight for several days without 
intermission. At last To Gaou addressed 
his adopted-father and said, ^^ As soon as 
our escape is reported to the Emperor *he 
will certainly transmit a proclamation to 
every district, in order to apprehend us. To 
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what quarter shall we now proceed for our 
security ? *' 

After reflecting sorrowfuUy for a time, 
Lew Kin exclaimed, " In my terror and 
confusion I had nearly forgotten him ; 
the lord Chin Haon is my most intimate 
friend, and formerly he desired to unité 
closely with me, that we might together 
accomplish our purpose. Through his be- 
ing sent to a distance, and engaged amid 
those mountain passes, I hâve been deprived 
of his councils. We hâve lost, as it were, the 
assistance of ourwings, and consequently 
met with our présent trouble. Had he been 
présent in. the court to render us his as- 
sistance, we should never hâve beèn ruined 
in this way. Our best plan at présent will 
be to go and see him. Probably he will 
be able to suggest something to us, and we 
can afterwards concert other measures.'* 

They were ail delighted with this pro- 
posai, and ordered their attendants to di- 
rect their course straight for Woo Pïh. In 
a few days they reached Haon's résidence, 
and sent in word of their arrivai. On 
hearing it, that nobleman caused the middle 
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door to be thrown wide open, and coming 
out to meet the Eunuch, he took him by 
the hand, and led him up to the hall. Lew 
Kin then told Gaou to come forward and 
pay his respects, and when Haon was în- 
formed that this was the Eunuch's adopted 
son he requested him to take a seat. 

After they had partaken of tea Haon 
addrëssed himself to Lew Kin, and inquired 
what had brought him there ; on which the 
Eunuch gave him a minute account of the 
former transactions, adding that he wanted 
to remain concealed there, but was alarmed 
by the number of eyes and ears which were 
about. 

" You need not be anxious," said his 
friend. " Ten le from this there is a lofty 
hill, called the Rainbow-drinking Ridge. 
It is very difficult of access, and just the 
place for a mountain fastness. If you are 
alarmed by the number of people hère, you 
had better retire thither privately. You 
can appoint your son commander, and under 
pretence that the Emperor is governed by 
no principles of reason, but persécutes his 
faithful servants, you can store up provi- 
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sions, collect soldiers, and purchase horses. 
Having done this you can then march sud- 
denly upon the capital, avenge your wrongs, 
assuage your wrath, destroy the blinded 
monarch, and share with me the empire. 
If your provisions be not suflElcient you 
may rely on my assistance/' 

The fugitives felt themselves, for the fîrst 
time, relieved of their anxiety by this 
speech ; and Chin Haon gave orders for a 
feast, further to dissipate their fears. At 
the same time he privately despatched a 
party to the hill to lay out and prépare an 
encampment, and to store it with ail things 
necessary for offence and defence. From 
this time Lew Kin and his associâtes dwelt 
in this fortress among the mountains, and 
plied the trade of robbers. 

'^ The dragon driven to the sea 
Doth onlj change his form ; 
When the chas'd tîger gains his hill, 
Again he spreads alarm.** 
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Aftxr the depsuture of Lew Kin and his 
TÎllanous associâtes, tranquillity gradually 
pervaded the empire, and the people en- 
joyed the blessings of repose. Wealth 
became plentifnl, and the means of sub- 
sistance abondant, — far différent from the 
preceding condition of peniuy. When his 
majestr bad performed his duties in the 
court, and felt himself at leisure, he would 
^OT the luippy condition of his kingdom 
in feastiog with Leang Choo and the other 
meritorious officers. 

One day Chow Yung and Ho Chin Fang 
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fell into a fit of musing about the tombs of 
their parents, and tbe condition of their 
families. This gave rise to a désire to re- 
visit their village, in the first place to pay 
their respects at the tombs, and in the 
second to bring their families back with 
them to the capital, that they might méet 
with them moming and evening. They 
accordingly drew up a pétition requesting 
leave of absence, and presented it to the 
Emperor. His majesty having read the 
paper, observed that it was but filial in 
them to désire to retum and visit the 
tombs of their parents, and therefore he 
allowed them a period of three months for 
that purpose ; charging them strictly to re- 
tum at the end of that time, and not 
neglect their duties by delay. 

On hearing this Chow Yung knelt down 
and said, " Originally I lived in Keang 
Nan, but my father having resided in 
Shing King for the purposes of commerce, 
he removed thither ail his family. Thus, 
after retuming to Shing King, and sweep- 
ing the tomb of my father and mother, I 
must go to Keang Nan, and perform the 
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same duty to my forefathérs ; and I am 
afraid that the obstacles interposed by 
passes and fords may make me exceed the 
time which you limit. I beg your majesty 
therefore to allow me a few months addî- 
tional. Such a favour will be regarded by 
me witb no small gratitude." 

When the Emperor heard Yung say that 
he would go to Keang Nan, a désire which 
he had cherished for his whole life was re- 
awakened in his mind. He had been told 
that the scenery of that province was beau- 
tiful ; and therefore he inquired of the 
gênerai, saying, "I hâve heard that the 
manners and customs of Keang Nan are 
surpassingly excellent ; is it true or not ?** 

" Keang Nan," repliedChow Yung, "is 
indeed the place where ail things delight- 
ful under Heaven are assembled. Its hills 
and rivers and forests are ail celebrated in 
the compositions of its poets, and its 
scholars vindicate to themselves the fîrst 
place in the great halL In splendid and 
beautiful édifices it excels the three capitals. 
In the productions of its soil and the wealth 
of its inhabitants it surpasses ail kingdoms. 
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Its temples and monasteries might suffice 
for ail the ramblers of the empire. There 
flourished the renowned poets and gallants^ 
Loo Tung and Le Pïh. Ladîes with 
painted eye-brows, and robed in green, 
parade the flowery streets in rival ranks ; 
the willowed lanes abound with the cunning 
tricks of bright teeth and beautiful eyes. 
Among the slaves are to be found such as 
Le She, and many a servant would be a 
match for the screened ladies of other pro- 
vinces. Promenadings of the gods never 
cease throughout the four seasons, and its 
three rivers are covered with painted boats 
and galleried yachts. But it is impossible for 
me to détail to your majesty in a short 
time its various beauties and riches." 

His majesty 's spirit was quite intoxicated 
by this reply. His former feelings revived, 
and he desired to wander into Keang Nan. 
Finding it difficult, however, to propose 
such a thing, he resolved upon a plan, and 
said, in an easy manner, ** The visions 
vouchsafed us by the gods must be without 
error. Last night at the third watch, I was 
warned by a divine person in a dream to go 
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to Keang Nan, and search for some loyal 
officers who should support my kingdom ; 
and now that you hâve described it as so 
large it may well be supposed that such are 
concealed some where in it, and I am 
anxious to go and find them out. The only 
difficulty in the way was the want of some 
one to protect my person, but happily that 
is removed, for Heaven vouchsafes me the 
opportunity of your retum to sweep the 
tombs of your forefathers. I now appoint 
you to protect my route." 

When Chow Yung heard this proposai, 
he became instantly sensible of the impru- 
dence of his former speech. Endeavouring 
to remedy it, he observed, " Dreams are 
not to be credited, and I beg your majesty 
to pay no heed to the one you had last 
night, but save yourself the trouble of 
wandering about. Moreover Keang Nan 
is a distant and uneven province, full of 
hilly tracts, where travelling is difficult. 
Hâve a care, my lord, of your sacred per- 
son, and accède to my advice." 

His majesty however replied, " How 
should I shrink from trouble in searching 
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for wprthy officers to benefit my kingdom. 
Wait until I hâve changed my robes, and 
assumed the dress of a merchant, and no- 
body will be able to penetrate the disguise. 
And moreover, with you to protect my 
person, there can be no danger in the un- 
dertaking." 

But the two officers were still dissatisfied, 
and Yung again addressed the Emperor, 
** Your servant has ^heard/* said he, " that 
a kingdom cannot for a single day be with- 
out a sovereign ; but if your majesty 
wander into other provinces, who will ad- 
minister the govemment ? It is not that 
I do not want to protect your majesty *s 
person, but when the matter comes to the 
knowledge of the Empress-dowager and 
the ministers, they will say that I hâve in- 
toxicated your heart, and seduced you to 
wander abroad, and become enraged ; and 
thus my brother and I will be held guilty 
of the most heinous crimes, I beseech your 
majesty to listen to my words, and dismiss 
this subject from your mind. If you are 
indeed determined to go, we will rather 
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die hère before you than eomply witb your 
request, and lead your way.** 

Chin Pang at the same time came for- 
ward and seconded his brother; and tbe 
Emperor, seeing that tbey were so obstînate, 
detennined on anotber plan of accomplisb- 
ing his purpose, and simply observed, ** In 
this case I shall net press the point, but 
remain hère. You two can retum to your 
home to-morrow, and I grant you two ad- 
ditional months of absence, but at the 
expiration of that period you must retum 
to the capital/* 

The two officers were delighted at this 
change of his majesty's intentions, and 
having retumed thanks for the favour that 
was granted thera, retired from the palace, 
and repaired to the résidences of the various 
ofiBcers to take leave of them. Having 
done this they retumed home, and packed 
up their baggage, charging their servants 
to look carefully after their houses during 
their absence, and to keep themselves inside 
to prevent mischiéf. The servants having 
promised ail this, next day the two bro- 
thers met to commence their joumey, and 
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at the same time ail the officers of the 
court, great and small, came to entertain 
them with a parting feast, 

While thèse' préparations for the depar- 
ture of the two heroes were taking place, 
his majesty had begun to carry his plan 
into exécution. When he saw them so 
obstinately reject his proposai, he resolved 
to wait until their departure, and then, hav- 
ing changed his dress, to foUow them, and 
put himself under their protection, so that 
they would be obliged to humour his pur- 
pose, Accordingly he sent one of his 
guards to^see where they lodged the first 
night, with orders to bring him word in 
haste. While the soldier was gone his 
majesty wrote a déclaration to Leang Choo. 
In this paper he commenced by relating 
the dream which he had mentioned to 
Chow Yung, and then said that he had 
consequently assumed the dress of a scholar, 
and gone to Këang Nan. He would hâve 
assembled his nobles in the palace, and ac- 
quainted them with his purpose ; but being 
afraid that his mother and the Empress 
would interpose some obstacle, he had pre- 
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ferred intrustîng, by that déclaration, the 
management of ail the public business to 
Leang Choo, Yang Yïh Ts*ing, and Le 
Tung Yang. Thèse would be rewarded on 
his return to the court ; and in the mean- 
time they need not be in any anxiety about 
his safety, as he would be protected in his 
joumeying by the Rebel-exterminating 
General, Chow Yung. 

When he had finished this paper he gave 
it to a eunuch, telling him to deliver it 
after five days to the guardian Leang Choo. 
If before that time any officer, whatever 
might be his rank or class, should enter the 
palace to lay any thing before him, then 
the eunuch should say that his majesty was 
sick, and unable to appear in court, but as 
soon as he was better he would inquire into 
and décide the matter. 

By this time the messenger had retumed, 
and informed him that the two gênerais 
were lodging in the " Red Porch" port- 
house. Overjoyed by the information, 
Ching Tïh înstantly secured the impérial 
seal about his person, and assumed the 
square headrdress and an élégant suit of 
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clothes fitted for a scholar. He next pro- 
vided himself with plenty of gold and silver, 
and charged the eunuchs to keep a good 
watch at the palace door, and not allow his 
mother to know that he was gone. He 
added, moreover, that he would be back in 
a few days, and then left the palace. 

At first he proceeded towards the port- 
house very cautiously, but by the time he 
reached the outskirts of the city the day 
had declined. On this he ventured to lift 
up his eyes, and was greeted with the pro- 
spect of the " Red Porch" onahill a little 
way in front. He mended his pace, there- 
fore, and made directly for it. The faint 
light of the moon revealed a boundléss 
prospect, and caused the whole horizon to 
gleam as if it had been glass. Rivers and 
hills were ail within the compass of his 
vision, and the whole scène seemed far 
more still and pleasant than any thing his 
majesty had ever witnessed within the 
palace. Fanned by the breeze, and enjoy- 
ing the scenery, Ching Tïh proceeded on 
the road ; and it was the first watch before 
he reached the house. 
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On his arrivai he instantly knocked at 
the door, arousing and bringing out the 
landlord to see what was the matter. When 
that worthy observed that the new-comer 
appeared to be a gentleman scholar, he 
inquired whom he wanted. 

"I will trouble y ou," replied the stranger, 
* * to inform theRebel-extermînating General, 
Chow Yung, that Hwang Lun wishes to see 
him. He will know who I am." The port- 
master accordingly went in, and informed 
his guest. Chow Yung and his brother 
were about to go to sleep ; but as soon as 
they heard the message they were fiUed with 
doubts, and, going out to the door, recog- 
nized their sovereign at the first glanée, 
While they were about to receive him with 
the proper observances, Ching Tïh made 
them a sign with his eyes, which they un- 
derstood, and instantly led him into their 
apartment. Having first sent out their 
attendants, they approached and paid their 
homage, and then asked why his majesty 
had come there at dead of night. 

" After your departure," said the Em- 
peror, " I could neither sit nor sleep ; I 
hâve therefore changed my dress into that 
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of a scholar, and foUowed you privately out 
of the city, intending to proceed with you 
to Këang Nan.*' 

The two officerswere exceedingly alarmed 
at this speech, and, kneeling down, intreated 
his majesty not to go. " We will protect 
you back to the capital,'* said they, " and 
not retum to our villages at ail/* 

" My mind is made up,'* retumed Ching 
Tïh, ** and you need not waste y our words. 
Whether you be willing to protect me or 
not, I shall commence the joumey to- 
morrow." Chow Yung and the other, see- 
ing his majesty 's détermination, and that 
it was impossible to check it, had no alter- 
native but to obey his request ; and no 
sooner did they signify their compliance, 
than Ching Tîh*s face became radiant with 
joy. ** Rise up," cried he, " my beloved 
nobles, and henceforth while we are on the 
journey we must avoid ail observances be- 
tween emperor and servant, and address 
each other simply as uncle and nephew, in 
order that we may escape the détection of 
our real characters." 

" How dare your servant be guilty of 
such presumption ? " said Chow Yung. 
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"Since it is I myself who propose it, 
you will be guilty of no crime/' 

This point being settled, the two bro- 
thers retumed thanks to the Emperor, and 
arose, and conversed together for a time, 
after which they went to sleep. 

** Next morning they directed their ser- 
vants to proceed towards Fung Jun hèén, 
and in the course of three days they reached 
Chin Pang's house. As they approached 
the door Chin Pang addressed the Em- 
peror, saying, "Uncle, do you remain 
hère a little, while your nephew goes in to 
tell his mother to sweep the place clean. 
I will then come out and receive you/' 

The brothers accordingly entered the 
house, leaving his majesty outside. As 
soon as Wang and Seaou Lêên saw them, 
they perceived, from their majestic bearing, 
and their dress, so différent from what they 
liad formerly worn, that they had gained 
high offices, and were exceedingly de- 
lighted. In the mean time, without salut- 
ing them, Pang and his brother advanced 
forward to the hall, and bowed to the ground 
before their mother. This done, they tumed 
to the others, when the ladies inquired what 
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offices they had gained. On thîs Yung re- 
lated their adventures from first to last, to 
the no small joy of his auditors ; and when 
the narration was finished Chîn Pang or- 
dered the place to be quickly swept clean, 
whîle he went out to conduct the Emperor 
in, sending their attendants at the same 
time to be quiet in the apartment behind, 

Having made thèse arrangements the 
two men introduced the Emperor, and con- 
ducted him to the highest seat. Pang then 
brought forward ail the members of his 
family to pay their homage, When they had 
done this, his majesty ordered them ail to 
stand up, and, pointing to Wang and Seaou 
Lêên, inquired who they were, Yung hav- 
ing answered his question by a narrative 
of their history, Ching Tïh addressed him- 
self to Wang, and promised, on his return 
to the capital, to raise a monument to her. 
Wang approached his majesty, and, after 
returning thanks for herself, told him of 
the agreement of -marriage between Seaou 
Lêèn and Chow Yung. 

" Wait,'' said Ching Tïh again, ** until 
he has protected me through Këang Nan, 
and I will hâve you ail conducted to the 
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capital, and there myself superintend the 
célébration of their marriage/* 

By this time Chin Pang had spread out 
a feast, to which he requested the Emperor 
to repair. Accordingly Ching Tïh, and 
the two gênerais sitting with him on a 
lower seat, inverted the bottles, and quafFed 
merrily till they were very drunk. 

Hère the Emperor stopped for two days, 
telling Chow Yung to worship at the tombs 
of his parents, that they might proceed to 
Këang Nan ; and in the meantime he told 
Chin Pang, that, as he had business hère, it 
was not necessary for him to accompany 
them. 

" Life is the time to drink the pearly wine, 
For not a drop can reach the fountains nîne.'* 
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